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Ofiarom przestępstw przysługuje szereg praw przed wszczęciem postępowania karnego. Szczególną ochroną otacza się dzieci i ofiary handlu ludźmi oraz 
przestępstw przeciwko wolności seksualnej.
Ofiarom przestępstw przysługują prawa do:

Dodatkowo ofiary  i  mają również prawo do:przestępstw przeciwko wolności seksualnej lub obyczajności handlu ludźmi

Dzieci będące ofiarami przestępstw mają wszystkie wskazane powyżej prawa, a także prawo do:

Dziecko to osoba, która nie ukończyła 18. roku życia.
Dziecko będące świadkiem lub ofiarą przestępstwa przesłuchiwane jest przez sędziego prowadzącego sprawę na posiedzeniu, na którym odbywa się 
postępowanie dowodowe, zaś wezwanie do stawienia się przed sądem wysyła się do rodziców lub opiekunów dziecka. 
Prywatny akt oskarżenia
W większości przypadków w chwili złożenia zawiadomienia o popełnieniu przestępstwa prokurator rozpoczyna ściganie z urzędu.
W postępowaniu karnym prywatnoskargowym istnieje możliwość wniesienia do sądu prywatnego aktu oskarżenia. Prywatny akt oskarżenia należy wnieść w 
terminie trzech miesięcy od dnia, w którym uprawniona osoba fizyczna lub prawna powzięła informację o przestępstwie i sprawcy czynu.
Powództwo odszkodowawcze
Pokrzywdzony może wnieść w ramach postępowania karnego powództwo odszkodowawcze.
Ofiary przestępstwa są również uznawane za poszkodowanych i są uprawnione do wniesienia powództwa odszkodowawczego do sądu.
Roszczenie o odszkodowanie może obejmować:

Powództwo odszkodowawcze można wytoczyć w postępowaniu karnym (powództwo adhezyjne) lub odrębnym postępowaniu cywilnym. W przypadku 
powództwa cywilnego wytoczonego w toku postępowania karnego warunkiem spełnienia żądań pozwu jest uznanie oskarżonego za winnego.
Warunek ten nie dotyczy powództwa wytoczonego w postępowaniu cywilnym.
Prawa pokrzywdzonych w toku postępowania przygotowawczego i postępowania karnego
Ofiara uczestnicząca w postępowaniu karnym w charakterze pokrzywdzonego ma prawo:

dostępu do usług wsparcia dla ofiar przestępstw;
skutecznej pomocy psychologicznej i innego rodzaju pomocy specjalistycznej oraz wsparcia ze strony organów, organizacji i instytucji pomagających ofiarom 
przestępstw, zgodnie z przepisami prawa;
ochrony przed zastraszaniem i odwetem;
ochrony godności podczas składania zeznań w charakterze ofiary;
bycia wysłuchanym bez zbędnej zwłoki po złożeniu zawiadomienia o popełnieniu przestępstwa i do późniejszego przesłuchania w zakresie, który jest 
bezwzględnie konieczny do celów postępowania karnego;
obecności zaufanej osoby podczas każdej czynności, w której ofiara uczestniczy;
bycia poddawanym badaniom lekarskim w minimalnym zakresie i tylko wtedy, gdy są one absolutnie konieczne do celów postępowania karnego;
złożenia wniosku o ściganie lub wniesienia oskarżenia prywatnego zgodnie z kodeksem karnym (Kazenski zakonik), udziału w postępowaniu karnym w 
charakterze pokrzywdzonego, otrzymania informacji o odmowie przyjęcia zawiadomienia o popełnieniu przestępstwa (art. 206 ust. 3 kodeksu karnego) i o 
postanowieniu prokuratora ( ) o odmowie wszczęcia postępowania, a także do wniesienia oskarżenia bez udziału prokuratora;državni odvjetnik
bycia informowanym przez prokuratora o czynnościach dokonanych na podstawie złożonego przez ofiarę zawiadomienia o popełnieniu przestępstwa (art. 
206a kodeksu karnego) i do wniesienia zażalenia do prokuratora wyższego rangą ( ) (art. 206b kodeksu karnego);viši državni odvjetnik
zwracania się o informacje na temat zwolnienia sprawcy z zakładu karnego lub aresztu, ucieczki lub przedterminowego zwolnienia sprawcy z zakładu 
karnego oraz na temat zastosowanych środków służących ochronie ofiary;
zwracania się o informacje na temat wydania prawomocnego orzeczenia w przedmiocie umorzenia postępowania karnego oraz otrzymywania takich 
informacji;
inne prawa przewidziane w przepisach.

konsultacji z doradcą prawnym ( ) przed przesłuchaniem, opłaconych przez Skarb Państwa;savjetnik
pełnomocnika opłaconego przez Skarb Państwa;
bycia przesłuchiwanymi na posterunku policji lub w biurze prokuratora ( ) przez osobę tej samej płci oraz bycia przesłuchiwanymi przez državno odvjetništvo
tę samą osobę w przypadku kolejnego przesłuchania;
odmowy odpowiedzi na pytania dotyczące ich życia prywatnego, a niezwiązane z przedmiotowym przestępstwem;
wystąpienia z wnioskiem o przesłuchanie za pośrednictwem środków audiowizualnych (art. 292 kodeksu karnego);
ochrony danych osobowych;
wnioskowania o rozpoznanie sprawy na posiedzeniu niejawnym.

pełnomocnika opłaconego przez Skarb Państwa;
ochrony danych osobowych;
rozpoznania sprawy na posiedzeniu niejawnym.

odszkodowanie za szkodę materialną i zadośćuczynienie za szkodę niematerialną (ból, lęk);
zwrot przedmiotów osobistych – jeżeli poszkodowany może dowieść, że był ich pełnoprawnym właścicielem lub posiadaczem;
stwierdzenie nieważności określonych czynności, w przypadku gdy przestępstwo wynikło z czynności dotyczących nieruchomości (jeżeli oskarżony zmusił 
ofiarę do zawarcia umowy).

posługiwać się swoim językiem ojczystym, w tym językiem migowym, i żądać tłumaczenia ustnego, jeżeli nie posługuje się językiem chorwackim lub go nie 
rozumie, albo tłumaczenia języka migowego, jeżeli pokrzywdzony jest osobą niesłyszącą lub głuchoniewidomą;
wnieść powiązane powództwo odszkodowawcze i wnioski o udzielenie zabezpieczenia;



Zarówno przed wszczęciem postępowania karnego, jak i na każdym jego etapie prokuratura i sąd rozważają, w jakim stopniu oskarżony może wypłacić na 
rzecz pokrzywdzonego odszkodowanie/zadośćuczynienie za szkody wyrządzone przestępstwem. Informują również pokrzywdzonego o prawie do 
posługiwania się własnym językiem ojczystym, w tym, w przypadku osób niesłyszących i głuchoniewidomych, językiem migowym, jak również do pomocy 
tłumacza ustnego, jeżeli pokrzywdzony nie posługuje się językiem chorwackim lub go nie rozumie, albo tłumacza języka migowego, jeżeli pokrzywdzony jest 
osobą niesłyszącą lub głuchoniewidomą, o prawie do wniesienia powództwa cywilnego i złożenia wniosków o udzielenie zabezpieczenia, o prawie do 
przedstawienia faktów i dowodów, brania udziału w posiedzeniu i uczestniczenia w postępowaniu dowodowym oraz wygłoszenia mowy końcowej, o prawie 
do dostępu do akt oraz o prawie do zwrócenia się o przekazywanie przez prokuratora informacji na temat czynności dokonanych na podstawie złożonego 
przez pokrzywdzonego zawiadomienia o popełnieniu przestępstwa i do wniesienia zażalenia do prokuratora wyższego rangą.
Prawo do kompensaty finansowej
Ustawa o finansowej kompensacie dla ofiar przestępstw (Zakon o novčanoj naknadi žrtvama kaznenih djela, dziennik urzędowy Republiki Chorwacji 
Narodne Novine – NN nr 80/08 i 27/11) wprowadza prawo do kompensaty finansowej dla ofiar przestępstw umyślnych z użyciem przemocy w Chorwacji lub 
dla ich krewnych na podstawie warunków określonych w ustawie.
Ustawa ta określa prawo do kompensaty finansowej dla ofiar przestępstw umyślnych z użyciem przemocy oraz określa warunki i sposób realizacji prawa do 
kompensaty, wskazuje organy wydające decyzje i uczestniczące w procesie decyzyjnym w tej dziedzinie oraz organy i procedury w sprawach 
transgranicznych.
Ofiary przestępstw umyślnych z użyciem przemocy mają prawo do kompensaty finansowej z budżetu państwa.
Policja, prokurator i sądy są zobowiązane do przekazywania informacji na temat prawa do kompensaty, przygotowania niezbędnych formularzy oraz do 
udzielania – na wniosek ofiar – ogólnych wskazówek i informacji dotyczących wypełnienia formularza oraz załączenia niezbędnych dokumentów na poparcie 
roszczenia.
Wnioski o kompensatę finansową należy wnosić do Ministerstwa Sprawiedliwości na formularzu, który można pobrać ze strony Ministerstwa.

    
Formularz należy złożyć w terminie sześciu miesięcy od dnia, w którym doszło do popełnienia przestępstwa. Jeżeli istnieją uzasadnione powody, dla których 
ofiara nie złożyła wniosku w terminie, należy go złożyć w terminie trzech miesięcy od dnia, w którym okoliczności uniemożliwiające złożenie wniosku 
przestały istnieć, przy czym najpóźniej w terminie trzech lat od dnia, w którym doszło do popełnienia przestępstwa.
Jeżeli ofiarą jest małoletni lub osoba, która została pozbawiona zdolności do czynności prawnych, a przedstawiciel ustawowy ofiary przestępstwa nie wniósł 
wniosku w terminie sześciu miesięcy od dnia, w którym popełniono przestępstwo, termin sześciu miesięcy zaczyna biec od dnia jej osiemnastych urodzin 
bądź od dnia, w którym wszczęto postępowanie karne po osiągnięciu przez nią pełnoletniości, bądź od dnia, w którym przywrócono jej pełną zdolność do 
czynności prawnych.
Uprawnienie do kompensaty finansowej ma zastosowanie do następujących przypadków:

Przy ustalaniu kwoty kompensaty uwzględnia się zachowanie ofiary przestępstwa przed jego popełnieniem i po jego popełnieniu, przyczynienie się tej osoby 
do powstania szkody i zwiększenia jej rozmiarów, jak również to, czy dana osoba jest ofiarą bezpośrednią oraz czy i kiedy zgłosiła ona przestępstwo 
właściwym organom. Ponadto ocenia się współpracę ofiary przestępstwa z policją i właściwymi organami w postępowaniu mającym na celu pociągnięcie 
sprawcy do odpowiedzialności. Jednocześnie uwzględnia się, czy bezpośrednia ofiara przestępstwa przyczyniła się do powstania szkody lub do zwiększenia 
jej rozmiarów; w każdej z tych sytuacji kompensata, do której uprawniona jest ofiara przestępstwa, zostanie pomniejszone proporcjonalnie. Jeżeli ofiara 
przestępstwa jest zaangażowana w przestępczość zorganizowaną lub organizację przestępczą, odrzuca się wniosek o przyznanie kompensaty bądź 
pomniejsza się kwotę kompensaty. W przypadkach, w których pełna kompensata byłaby sprzeczna z zasadą sprawiedliwości, moralności i porządku 
publicznego wniosek o kompensatę może zostać odrzucony. Istnieje również możliwość pomniejszenia kwoty kompensaty.
Zawiadomienie o zwolnieniu sprawcy czynu
W przypadku gdy oskarżony zostaje skazany na karę pozbawienia wolności Służba Wsparcia Ofiar i Świadków (Služba za podršku žrtvama i svjedocima) w 
Ministerstwie Sprawiedliwości informuje ofiarę przestępstwa o dacie zwolnienia skazanego (zwolnienie bezwarunkowe i warunkowe przedterminowe 
zwolnienie).
Obowiązek ustawowy informowania ofiar przestępstw o zwolnieniu skazanego
Zgodnie z przepisami ustawy zmieniającej kodeks karny wykonawczy (Zakon o izmjenama i dopunama Zakona o izvršenju kazne zatvora) Służba Wsparcia 
Ofiar i Świadków w Ministerstwie Sprawiedliwości ma obowiązek poinformować ofiarę przestępstwa, pokrzywdzonego lub jego rodzinę o zwolnieniu 
skazanego.
Ofiary przestępstwa zawiadamia się o zwolnieniu skazanego, gdy doszło do przestępstw przeciwko wolności oraz moralności seksualnej, życiu, zdrowiu lub 
przestępstw z użyciem przemocy.

być reprezentowana przez pełnomocnika;
przedstawić fakty i dowody;
brać udział w posiedzeniu, na którym odbywa się postępowanie dowodowe;
brać udział w postępowaniu sądowym, postępowaniu dowodowym oraz wygłosić mowę końcową;
do dostępu do akt;
zwrócić się o przekazywanie przez prokuratora informacji na temat czynności dokonanych na podstawie złożonego przez nią zawiadomienia o popełnieniu 
przestępstwa; wnieść zażalenie do prokuratora wyższego rangą;
wnieść środki odwoławcze;
dochodzić przywrócenia do stanu poprzedniego;
otrzymać zawiadomienie o wyniku postępowania karnego.

    Formularz wniosku o kompensatę finansową dla ofiar przestępstw_hr (223 Kb)

ofiary przestępstw z użyciem przemocy, które są obywatelami Republiki Chorwacji, obywatelami państwa członkowskiego Unii Europejskiej lub osobami 
mającymi stałe miejsce zamieszkania w Unii Europejskiej, w przypadku gdy do przestępstwa doszło na terytorium Chorwacji;
ofiary przestępstw, które poniosły ciężki uszczerbek na zdrowiu lub których stan zdrowia uległ pogorszeniu w wyniku przestępstwa, są uprawnione do 
kompensaty z tytułu kosztów leczenia, pod warunkiem że nie jest ono objęte obowiązkowym ubezpieczeniem zdrowotnym – do wysokości kwoty 
ubezpieczenia zdrowotnego w Republice Chorwacji – i kompensaty za utracone zarobki do wysokości 35 000 kun chorwackich;
osoby najbliższe zmarłej ofiary przestępstwa (małżonek lub partner, dziecko, rodzice, rodzice adopcyjni, dziecko przysposobione, ojczym lub macocha, 
pasierb, partner tej samej płci, dziadek i wnuk, jeżeli należą do tego samego gospodarstwa co ofiara) są uprawnione do kompensaty do wysokości 70 000 
kun chorwackich za utratę ustawowego źródła utrzymania;
w razie śmierci ofiary przestępstwa osoba, która pokryła koszty pogrzebu, jest uprawniona do kompensaty do wysokości 5 000 kun;
jeżeli przestępstwo zostało zgłoszone policji i prokuratorowi bądź przez nich odnotowane w terminie sześciu miesięcy od dnia, w którym zostało popełnione, 
niezależnie od tego, czy sprawca czynu jest znany.



Wskazaną powyżej informację przekazuje się ofierze przestępstwa, pokrzywdzonemu lub ich rodzinie, niezależnie od tego, czy skazany zostaje zwolniony 
bezwarunkowo czy warunkowo.
Ponadto w procesie podejmowania decyzji w sprawie zezwolenia skazanemu na opuszczenie zakładu karnego i powrotu do miejsca tymczasowego lub 
stałego zamieszkania zakłady karne mogą zwrócić się do Służby Wsparcia Ofiar i Świadków o przekazanie informacji na temat reakcji ofiary lub rodziny 
ofiary przestępstwa na możliwość powrotu. Służba Wsparcia Ofiar i Świadków sporządza – na podstawie rozmów z ofiarą przestępstwa – sprawozdania dla 
zakładu karnego.
Wsparcie dla świadków i ofiar przestępstw
Wsparcie dla ofiar przestępstw i świadków w Republice Chorwacji jest koordynowane przez Służbę Wsparcia Ofiar i Świadków (Služba za podršku žrtvama i 
svjedocima) w Ministerstwie Sprawiedliwości.
Ofiary i świadkowie mogą otrzymać wsparcie i informacje na temat swoich praw oraz odpowiednich procedur z Departamentu Wsparcia Ofiar i Świadków w 
danym sądzie.
Takie departamenty zostały utworzone w siedmiu sądach ( ), mianowicie w Zagrzebiu, Zadarze, Osijeku, Vukowarze, Splicie, Sisaku i županijski sudovi
Rijece. Departamenty zapewniają ofiarom przestępstw wsparcie emocjonalne, praktyczne informacje oraz informacje o ich prawach; wsparcie i informacje 
otrzymują również świadkowie oraz osoby towarzyszące ofiarom. Wsparcie jest również zapewniane przez stosowne departamenty właściwych sądów 
rejonowych i sądów ds. wykroczeń (  i ).općinski prekršajni sudovi
Ofiary mogą również otrzymać informacje o swoich prawach i dostępnych rodzajach pomocy, korzystając z bezpłatnego numeru telefonu 116 006 Krajowego 

 (zob. strona internetowa Krajowego Centrum Pomocy Telefonicznej).Centrum Pomocy Telefonicznej dla Ofiar Przestępstw i Wykroczeń
Ministerstwo Sprawiedliwości również zapewnia wsparcie dla ofiar i świadków oraz przekazuje tym osobom informacje na temat ich praw. Zapytania w tej 
sprawie można przesyłać na adres:  lub zgłaszać je na stronie internetowej Ministerstwa Sprawiedliwości: 
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/
Wsparcie dla ofiar i świadków w sprawach transgranicznych
Służba Wsparcia Ofiar i Świadków w Ministerstwie Sprawiedliwości, która została utworzona w Ministerstwie Sprawiedliwości, zapewnia wsparcie ofiarom i 
świadkom, którzy zostali wezwani do stawiennictwa przed sądem w ramach międzynarodowej pomocy prawnej (w tym świadkom zbrodni wojennych) oraz 
przekazuje im informacje na ten temat.
Pisma zawierające informacje są przesyłane świadkom, którzy zostali wezwani do złożenia zeznań w sądzie Republiki Chorwacji, lub do chorwackich 
świadków, którzy zostali wezwani do stawiennictwa przed sądem zagranicznym
Świadkom zbrodni wojennych zapewnia się ochronę fizyczną, o ile zachodzi taka potrzeba, oraz pomoc przeznaczoną na przygotowanie podróży i ich 
stawiennictwa przed właściwym organem sądowym (w przypadku świadków lub innych stron wezwanych na przesłuchanie w postępowaniu karnym w 
sprawie o popełnienie zbrodni wojennych do właściwych sądów w Republice Chorwacji lub poza Chorwacją, w sytuacji gdy wpłynął wniosek o 
międzynarodową pomoc prawną).
Aby uzyskać potrzebne informacje, należy kliknąć na poniższe linki:
1 - Moje prawa jako ofiary przestępstwa
2 - Złożenie zawiadomienia o przestępstwie oraz moje prawa w toku dochodzenia/śledztwa lub procesu
3 - Moje prawa po zakończeniu procesu
4 - Odszkodowanie
5 - Moje prawa do wsparcia i pomocy

Za wersję tej strony w języku danego kraju odpowiada właściwe państwo członkowskie. Tłumaczenie zostało wykonane przez służby Komisji Europejskiej. 
Jeżeli właściwy organ krajowy wprowadził jakieś zmiany w wersji oryginalnej, mogły one jeszcze nie zostać uwzględnione w tłumaczeniu. Komisja 
Europejska nie przyjmuje żadnej odpowiedzialności w odniesieniu do danych lub informacji, które niniejszy dokument zawiera, lub do których się odnosi. 
Informacje na temat przepisów dotyczących praw autorskich, które obowiązują w państwie członkowskim odpowiedzialnym za niniejszą stronę, znajdują się 
w informacji prawnej.
1 - My rights as a victim of crime
What information will I get from the authority (e.g. police, public prosecutor) after the crime occurred but before I even report the crime?
The Code of Criminal Procedure does not regulate the contents of the information sheet the victim may be provided with after the offence has occurred and 
before it is reported. Everyone has the right and option to contact the Public Prosecutor’s Office, where they can report a crime, deposit a statement, or make 
a submission on a matter falling within the Public Prosecutor’s remit. Individuals contacting the Office receive information on how to report the crime and 
other basic information on their rights and obligations.
Police officers are required to record reports of crimes that are prosecuted .ex officio
Furthermore, everyone is entitled to appropriate police protection if there are reasonable grounds for such protection to be provided.
Victim and witness support departments, which have been established by seven county courts, provide victims with emotional support and information as to 
their rights (including technical and practical information). They also offer support and information to witnesses and to family members of both victims and 
witnesses. Information and support are provided regardless of the stage of proceedings. Victims receive information and support even if they fail to report the 
crime. Those departments also refer victims and witnesses to specialised civil society institutions and organisations, depending on their needs.
I don’t live in the EU country where the crime took place (EU and non-EU citizens). How are my rights protected?
Provisions governing the rights of victims and civil parties apply equally without regard to nationality because Croatian criminal legislation applies to anyone 
who commits a crime in Croatia. Parties to and participants in proceedings are entitled to use their mother tongue.
The police, the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the courts are required, under the Code of Criminal Procedure and the Victims of Crime (Financial 
Compensation) Act, to provide victims of crime with information on their rights under those acts. This means that the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the 
courts are required to examine the possibilities, both before criminal proceedings and at any stage during them, for the individual charged to compensate the 
injured party for any loss/damage caused by the offence, and to inform the injured party – verbally in a language the victim understands and in writing in 
Croatian or English – of their right to use their mother tongue and to lodge a property-law claim and of their right to compensation). The Public Prosecutor’s 
Office and the courts are also required to provide the victim, at their request, with general instructions and information on how to complete the claim and 
which supporting documents to submit. Information sheets containing information on the victim’s right to compensation are available in Croatian and English, 
as is the Compensation Claim Form. These documents, in Croatian and English versions, can be downloaded from the website of the Croatian Ministry of 
Justice.

zrtve.i.svjedoci@pravosudje.hr
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/

1 - Moje prawa jako ofiary przestępstwa
2 - Złożenie zawiadomienia o przestępstwie oraz moje prawa w toku dochodzenia/śledztwa lub procesu
3 - Moje prawa po zakończeniu procesu
4 - Odszkodowanie
5 - Moje prawa do wsparcia i pomocy
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1 - My rights as a victim of crime



Any victim who reports a crime receives information on their rights from the police. After informing the victim verbally, the police officer provides the victim 
with information on their rights in writing and any available information on services protecting and supporting victims, including the toll-free victim support 
helpline number.
For individuals without any knowledge of Croatian, a rights information sheet is available from the police in other languages.
Volunteers at the National Call Centre for Victims of Crimes and Misdemeanours (116-006) provide emotional support, information on rights and practical 
information. They also refer victims to other competent services and organisations to ensure they receive any additional information and other forms of 
support and assistance. This helpline is toll-free, open from 8 am to 8 pm on weekdays and the staff can take calls in Croatian and English.
If I report a crime, what information will I receive?
(a) The victim and injured party are entitled, within two months of pressing charges or reporting a crime, to request information from the Public Prosecutor’s 
Office on the action taken in response to the charges/report. They are informed by the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the action taken within a reasonable 
timeframe, no later than thirty days from the date of the request, unless the request jeopardises the effectiveness of the proceedings. The decision to 
withhold such information must be communicated to the victim or injured party making the request.
(b) The Public Prosecutor will suspend the investigation by a decision, if:

The decision to suspend the investigation is sent to the injured party and the individual charged, who will immediately be released if they had been placed in 
custody or on remand. In addition to the decision letter, the injured party receives information, in accordance with Article 55 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, on how to pursue prosecution themselves.
(c) After examining the report and carrying out a check in the information system of the Public Prosecutor’s Office, the Public Prosecutor will reject the report 
by a reasoned decision if it is clear from the report that:

No appeals are allowed against the Public Prosecutor’s decision to dismiss a report.
Unless otherwise provided for by the Code of Criminal Procedure, the Public Prosecutor notifies the victim of the decision to dismiss the report and the 
grounds for it within eight days. The Public Prosecutor will also provide information on how the victim may pursue prosecution themselves. The Public 
Prosecutor must promptly inform the person who made the report and the individual charged of the decision to dismiss the report, if so requested by either 
party.
If the Public Prosecutor cannot assess the credibility of the allegations from the report itself or if information in the report fails to provide sufficient grounds for 
a decision to initiate an investigation or gather evidence, it will conduct its own enquiries or instruct the police to do so.
(d) The custody supervisor must immediately release the individual arrested or detained:

(e) The Public Prosecutor can summon witnesses and experts to assist with taking of evidence. The summons may also be sent by the investigator if 
authorised by the Public Prosecutor. The court can summon witnesses and experts to testify at an evidentiary hearing or attend a court hearing. The 
competent body sets in advance the time and place where the evidence will be taken. The person summoned is warned of the consequences of any failure 
to attend.
Am I entitled to free interpreting or translation services (when I contact the police or other authorities, or during the investigation and trial)?
A victim participating in criminal proceedings as the injured party is entitled to:

How does the authority ensure that I understand and that I am understood (if I am a child; if I have a disability)?
Unless otherwise provided for by a separate law, the investigating judge may take evidence from any child witness under 14 years of age. The hearing takes 
place without the judge or the parties being present in the same room as the child, using an audio-video device operated by a professional assistant. The 
hearing is assisted by a psychologist, childhood education specialist, or other professional person. The hearing may also be attended by a parent or 
guardian, unless this is contrary to the interests of the investigation or the child. The parties may put questions to the child witness through a professional, 
subject to the investigating judge’s approval. The hearing session is recorded using an audio-video device and the recording is sealed and appended to the 
minutes. The child witness may be summoned for a second hearing in exceptional circumstances only, with the same procedure being followed.
Unless otherwise provided for by a separate law, the investigating judge may also take evidence from child witnesses aged 14-18. Questioning of children, 
especially if they are the victim of the offence, must be handled carefully to ensure that it does not adversely affect their mental health. Particular care is 
taken to protect the child.
Any witness who cannot respond to a summons for reasons of old age, illness, or disability, may be heard in their own flat or other place where they are 
staying. Such witnesses may be heard using an audio-video device operated by a professional. If warranted by the witness’s condition, the hearing is 
conducted in such a way as to allow the parties to put questions without being present in the same room as the witness. If required, the hearing is recorded 
using an audio-video device and the recording is sealed and appended to the minutes. At the victim’s request, this same witness examination procedure can 
be followed if they are the victim of an offence against sexual freedom or morality, a human trafficking offence or an offence committed within the family. 
Such a witness may be summoned for a second hearing in exceptional circumstances only, if deemed necessary by the court.
Victim support services
Who provides victim support?
Victim and witness support departments, which have been established by seven county courts (Zagreb, Osijek, Split, Rijeka, Sisak, Zadar and Vukovar) 
provide support for victims and witnesses giving evidence at these courts and at the municipal courts of these cities/towns. These departments also provide 

the offence with which the individual is charged is not an offence prosecuted ;ex officio
the circumstances exclude the charged individual’s culpability, unless the unlawful act was committed in a state of mental incapacity;
the statute of limitations has expired for the crime or if the offence is subject to an amnesty or pardon, or if there are other circumstances proscribing 
prosecution; and
there is no evidence that the individual charged has committed the offence.

the offence is not an offence that can be prosecuted ;ex officio
the statute of limitations has expired for the offence, or the offence is subject to an amnesty or pardon, or the offence has already been finally adjudicated in 
court, or there are other circumstances proscribing prosecution;
the circumstances exclude culpability;
there are no reasonable grounds for suspecting that the individual charged committed the offence reported; or
information in the report suggests that the report is not credible.

if instructed to do so by the Public Prosecutor;
if the arrested individual was not interrogated within the statutory deadline; or
if detention was cancelled.

use their mother tongue, including sign language, and request assistance from an interpreter if they do not understand or have a sufficient command of 
Croatian, or from a sign language interpreter if the injured party is deaf or deafblind.



support at misdemeanour courts in domestic violence cases and refer victims and witnesses to specialised civil society institutions and organisations, 
depending on their needs.
Information and support are provided by telephone and when the victim/witness enters the court building. Information is also provided by email.
For more information, please visit the following .
Will the police automatically refer me to victim support?
When informing the victim about their rights, the police officer also provides the victim with information on their rights in writing and any available information 
on victim-support services, including the toll-free victim support helpline number. The rights information sheet includes the contact details of:

How is my privacy protected?
Competent authorities may collect personal information only for purposes laid down by law, as part of their duties laid down in the Code of Criminal 
Procedure.
Personal information may be processed only when specified by a law or other legal provision, and such processing must be limited to the purpose for which 
the information has been collected. Further processing of such information is permitted, unless it is contrary to the purpose for which the information has 
been collected, and provided the competent bodies are authorised to process such information for another purpose laid down by law and the further 
processing is necessary and commensurate with the other purpose.
Personal information relating to someone’s health or sexual life may be processed in exceptional cases only, where the criminal offence is subject to a 
custodial sentence of five years or more and could not be detected or prosecuted in any other way, or where detection/prosecution would be fraught with 
disproportionate difficulties.
No processing of personal information relating to race or ethnicity, political persuasion, religious or philosophical belief, or trade union membership is 
permitted.
Personal information collected for the purposes of criminal proceedings may be forwarded to government bodies in accordance with a special law, and to 
other legal entities, only if the Public Prosecutor’s Office or the court finds they require such information for a purpose laid down by law. When such 
information is forwarded, the relevant legal entities are reminded of their duty to protect the data of the persons concerned.
Personal data may be used, in accordance with the relevant legislation, in other criminal proceedings, in other proceedings dealing with punishable acts that 
are conducted in Croatia, in procedures relating to international criminal justice assistance, and in international police cooperation efforts.
Do I have to report a crime before I can access victim support?
The victim receives information and support from the victim and witness support department of the relevant court or civil society organisation even if they fail 
to report the crime.
Personal protection if I’m in danger
In accordance with Article 99 of the Police Tasks and Powers Act, unless provided otherwise by a separate law, and for the period of time there are 
reasonable grounds for such action, the police provide appropriate protection for the victim and any other person who has provided or may provide 
information relevant to the criminal proceedings, or for any person close to them, if they or persons close to them are at risk of danger from the offender or 
other individuals involved in the criminal proceedings. Victim protection provided by the police means 24-hour physical protection.
What types of protection are available?
In accordance with Article 130 of the Misdemeanours Act, the police may, temporarily and for up to eight days, order a precautionary measure against the 
individual reasonably suspected of having committed the offence. In practice, this usually translates into injunctions prohibiting the suspect from visiting a 
particular place or area (eviction from the victim’s home), from approaching a particular person, or from making or maintaining contact with a particular 
person. Within eight days the police file charges with the competent misdemeanour court, which will then make a decision as to whether to suspend or 
extend the precautionary measure ordered. In addition, during the misdemeanour proceedings, the court may, under the Domestic Violence (Protection) Act, 
order the following measures to be taken against the offender:

Under the Misdemeanours Act, the court may also apply other protective and precautionary measures designed to protect the victim from being approached 
or harassed by the suspect.
Furthermore, in accordance with the Code of Criminal Procedure, the court and the Public Prosecutor may, instead of remanding the individual charged in 
custody, order one or more precautionary measures, including an injunction to prohibit the offender from visiting a particular place or area, from approaching 
a particular person, from making or maintaining contact with a particular person, or an injunction prohibiting the offender from stalking or harassing the victim 
or another person, or eviction from the victim’s home.
Who can offer me protection?
The victim can obtain information from the police about all their rights, including information on their right to protection, the types of protection offered, and on 
action to be taken by the police to protect the victim.
Will someone assess my case to see if I am at risk of further harm by the offender?
Once the investigation has been completed and the relevant documents have been submitted to the competent criminal justice bodies, the police do not 
carry out any further assessment of the victim’s needs, except to carry out any of the protective or precautionary measures ordered. If reports of new 
circumstances are received pointing to a renewed threat from the offender, the police will take further action to protect the victim in line with its assessment 
and the facts of the case.
Will someone assess my case to see if I am at risk of further harm by the criminal justice system (during investigation and trial)?
The criminal justice system (during investigative and court proceedings) operates in such a way as to respect the victim’s rights and their standing in the 
criminal proceedings, in accordance with the Code of Criminal Procedure. Before examining the victim, the prosecuting body conducting the investigation 
makes an individual assessment of the victim’s situation in cooperation with bodies, organisations or institutions that provide support and assistance to 
victims of crime. The individual assessment includes determining the need to apply special protection measures for the victim’s benefit. If such a need exists, 
the prosecuting body determines the protection measures to be applied (special questioning arrangements for the victim, the use of communication 
technologies to prevent any visual contact between the victim and the offender, and other measures laid down by law). Where the victim of a crime is a child, 
the need to apply special protection measures is presumed and special protection measures are determined. The individual assessment takes particular 
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the competent victim and witness support department;
the civil society organisations in the relevant county;
the National Call Centre for Victims of Crimes and Misdemeanours (116-006);

compulsory psychosocial treatment;
an injunction prohibiting the offender from approaching, harassing, or stalking the victim of domestic violence;
eviction from the shared home;
compulsory treatment for substance abuse.



account of the victim’s personal characteristics, the type and nature of the offence, and the circumstances in which the offence was committed. Special 
attention is paid to victims who have suffered major harm because of the gravity of the offence, victims of an offence committed because of the victim’s 
particular personal characteristics, and victims whose relationship to the offender makes them particularly vulnerable.
What protection is available for very vulnerable victims?
The criminal justice system (during investigative and court proceedings) operates in such a way as to respect the victim’s rights and their standing in the 
criminal proceedings, in accordance with the Code of Criminal Procedure. Before examining the victim, the prosecuting body conducting the investigation 
makes an individual assessment of the victim’s situation in cooperation with bodies, organisations or institutions that provide support and assistance to 
victims of crime. The individual assessment includes determining the need to apply special protection measures for the victim’s benefit. If such a need exists, 
the prosecuting body determines the protection measures to be applied (special questioning arrangements for the victim, the use of communication 
technologies to prevent any visual contact between the victim and the offender, and other measures laid down by law). Where the victim of a crime is a child, 
the need to apply special protection measures is presumed and special protection measures are determined. The individual assessment takes particular 
account of the victim’s personal characteristics, the type and nature of the offence, and the circumstances in which the offence was committed. Special 
attention is paid to victims who have suffered major harm because of the gravity of the offence, victims of an offence committed because of the victim’s 
particular personal characteristics, and victims whose relationship to the offender makes them particularly vulnerable.
I am a minor – do I have special rights?
Child victims of crime have the following additional rights:

A child is any person under 18 years of age.
A child witness or victim is examined by the investigating judge at an evidentiary hearing, and the summons is sent to the child’s parents or guardian.
My family member died because of the crime – what are my rights?
Under the Victims of Crime (Financial Compensation) Act, when the direct victim dies as a result of a violent crime, the  (spouse, partner, indirect victim
parent, foster child, foster parent, stepmother, stepfather or stepchild of the direct victim or the person with whom the direct victim lived in a same-sex 
relationship) is entitled to financial compensation as prescribed by the Victims of Crime (Financial Compensation) Act.
If the indirect victim was supported by the deceased (direct) victim, they are entitled to compensation of up to HRK 70 000 for loss of statutory maintenance 
and to compensation of up to HRK 5 000 for normal funeral expenses they have incurred.
Any person whose family member lost their life as a victim of a crime is entitled, as an injured party, to participate in the criminal proceedings and claim 
compensation (whether in criminal or civil proceedings).
My family member was a victim of crime – what are my rights?
‘Indirect victim’ means the spouse, partner, child, parent, foster child, foster parent, stepmother, stepfather or stepchild of the direct victim or the person with 
whom the direct victim lived in a same-sex relationship.
Grandparents and grandchildren can also be indirect victims, if one of them was the direct victim and they were permanently living together with the 
grandparents replacing the parents.

Non-marital and same-sex relationships are treated in accordance with Croatian law.
If the crime victim dies, indirect victims are entitled to compensation (for the loss of statutory maintenance and for normal funeral expenses).
Can I access mediation services? What are the conditions? Will I be safe during mediation?
Croatia operates the  in pre-criminal proceedings for minor and young adult offenders, under the conditional opportunity victim-offender mediation model
principle in accordance with the Juvenile Courts Act governing the special obligation for minor and young adult offenders to engage in the mediation process 
through out-of-court settlement. This means that if the minor offender complies with this obligation, they do not have to stand trial.
Since 2013, Croatia has had a total of 60 mediators, who received their training in a one-year programme consisting of 170 teaching hours (comprising 
lectures, assignments, role-play and practical mentoring exercises, and supervision). They are the only professionals in Croatia authorised to administer 
restorative justice in criminal cases They received their certificates from the Croatian Ministry of Social Policy and Young People, the Out-of-Court Settlement 
Association, and UNICEF.
As a result, the central town of each Croatian county has an out-of-court settlement service.
Where can I find the law stating my rights?

The Code of Criminal Procedure
The Victims of Crime (Financial Compensation) Act
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2 - Reporting a crime and my rights during the investigation or trial
How can I report a crime?
Crimes can be reported to the competent public prosecutor’s office in writing, verbally or by other means.
If you report a crime verbally, you will be warned of the consequences of filing false complaints. For reports filed verbally, a written record is drawn up, while 
reports filed by telephone or other telecommunication means are, where possible, recorded electronically and a formal note is drawn up.
Victims who report a crime receive a written acknowledgement containing the basic details of the crime reported. Victims who do not speak or understand the 
language used by the authorities can report the crime in their own language and are provided with an interpreter or other person who speaks and 
understands both the language of the competent authority and the victim’s language. Victims who do not speak or understand the language used by the 
authorities can request to have the acknowledgement translated into their language free of charge.
If a crime report is submitted to a court, the police or the wrong public prosecutor’s office, they take receipt of it and immediately forward it to the competent 
public prosecutor’s office.
The public prosecutor immediately enters the crime report in the register of crime reports, except where the law states otherwise.
If a public prosecutor only receives news of a crime having been committed or they receive a report from the victim, they draw up a formal note, record it in 
the register of miscellaneous offence cases and proceed as provided for by law.

the right to a representative paid for by the State;
the right to have his/her personal information treated confidentiality;
the right to have the public excluded.
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If the report contains no details of the crime, meaning that the public prosecutor is unable to identify what crime is being reported, they record it in the register 
of miscellaneous offence cases and ask the person reporting the crime to provide additional information within 15 days.
If the person reporting the crime fails to act on the request for additional information, the public prosecutor draws up an official note of this. Once the deadline 
for submitting additional information has expired, the public prosecutor must report this to a senior public prosecutor within eight days. The senior public 
prosecutor may order the crime report to be entered in the register of crime reports.
How do I find out what’s happening with the case?
Two months after filing a criminal complaint or reporting a crime, the victim or the injured party may send the public prosecutor a request for information on 
the action taken in response to the complaint/report. The public prosecutor must reply within a reasonable period but no later than 30 days from the date of 
receipt of the written request, except where such a reply could undermine the proceedings. If the public prosecutor decides not to provide this information, 
they must inform the victim/injured party accordingly.
A victim participating in criminal proceedings as an injured party has the right to be informed of the outcome of the proceedings.
Am I entitled to legal aid (during the investigation or trial)? Under what conditions?
In addition to the above rights, before being interviewed victims of sexual crimes and human trafficking have the right to free consultation with a legal adviser 
and may be assigned a representative. The cost of the adviser/representative is paid for by the State.
Child victims have all the above rights as well as the right to a representative paid for by the State.
Crime victims have the right to primary and secondary legal aid. Such aid is provided free of charge to victims of violent crimes seeking compensation for the 
injury they have suffered as crime victims.
The Free Legal Aid Act makes provision for primary and secondary legal aid.
Primary legal aid covers general legal information, legal advice, submissions to public bodies, the European Court of Human Rights and international 
organisations in accordance with international treaties and internal rules of procedure, representation in proceedings before public bodies, and legal 
assistance in out-of-court dispute settlements.
Primary legal aid can be provided for any legal matter, provided that:

Applicants seeking primary legal aid should contact a provider of primary legal aid directly.
Secondary legal aid covers legal advice, submissions in a procedure for protecting workers’ rights before the employer, submissions in court proceedings, 
representation in court proceedings, legal aid in amicable dispute settlements, and exemption from the payment of legal costs and court fees.
Secondary legal aid may be granted if:

Secondary legal aid is approved without a prior assessment of the applicant’s economic situation, if the applicant is:

Applicants seeking secondary legal aid must submit their application to the competent office using the dedicated form.
Can I claim expenses (for taking part in the investigation/trial)? Under what conditions?
Defendants found guilty are ordered by the court to cover the costs of litigation, unless they are eligible for a full or partial exemption.
When criminal proceedings are suspended or when the court acquits the defendant or drops the charges, the court’s decision/ruling must provide that the 
cost of the criminal proceedings under Article 145(2)(1)-(5) of this Act, the unavoidable costs incurred by the defendant and the unavoidable costs and fees 
of the defence attorney are to be borne by the State, except where otherwise provided by law.
Can I appeal if my case is closed before going to court?
Victims whose criminal complaints have been rejected may pursue criminal prosecution themselves.
If the public prosecutor finds that there are no grounds for prosecution for an offence prosecutable  or for prosecuting any of the individuals reported, ex officio
they must notify the victim of this within eight days and inform them that they may pursue prosecution themselves. This must also be done by a court if it 
issues a decision discontinuing proceedings because the public prosecutor has dropped prosecution in other cases.
Can I be involved in the trial?
Under this Act, the injured party to criminal proceedings has the right to:

What is my official role in the justice system? For example, am I or can I choose to be a: victim, witness, injured party, or private plaintiff?

the applicant does not have the knowledge or ability to assert their rights;
the applicant has not received legal aid under special legislation;
the application submitted is not manifestly unfounded;
the applicant’s economic situation is such that paying for professional legal assistance could jeopardise their livelihood or that of members of their household.

the proceedings are complex;
the applicant is incapable of representing themselves;
the applicant’s economic situation is such that paying for professional legal assistance could jeopardise their livelihood or that of members of their household;
the litigation is not frivolous;
the applicant has not had their application rejected within the past six months for intentionally supplying inaccurate information; and
the applicant has not received legal aid under special legislation.

a child taking part in maintenance proceedings;
a victim of violent crime seeking compensation for the injury suffered as a result of the offence;
a beneficiary of maintenance payments under the special legislation governing social security rights, or
a beneficiary of a cost-of-living allowance under the Act on the rights of Croatian Independence War veterans and their family members and the Act on the 
protection of military and civilian war veterans.

use their mother tongue, including sign language, and request an interpreter, if they do not speak or understand Croatian, or a sign language interpreter, if 
the injured party is deaf or deafblind;
file an associated action for damages and motions for temporary injunctions;
legal representation;
present facts and adduce evidence;
attend the evidentiary hearing;
attend the proceedings, take part in the evidentiary proceedings and make a closing statement;
request access to the case file under Article 184(2) of this Act;
ask to be informed by the public prosecutor in respect of action taken on the basis of their report and file a complaint to a senior public prosecutor;
appeal;
seek restoration of the previous situation;
be notified of the outcome of the criminal proceedings.



Victims of crime are private individuals who have suffered physical or psychological harm, damage to property or a serious violation of their fundamental 
rights and freedoms as a direct consequence of a crime. Victims of crime can also mean the spouse, partner, life partner, informal life partner and descendant
(s) of the person whose death was directly attributable to the crime, or, failing that, their ascendant(s) or sibling(s). of the person whose death was directly 
attributable to the crime. Any person legally maintained by the deceased is also considered to be a victim of that crime.
An injured party is a crime victim or a legal person that has suffered injury as a result of a crime and participates in criminal proceedings in that capacity.
The capacity of a party to or participant in the proceedings does not depend on that person’s wish, but on the role that person had in the criminal matter. 
Anyone can appear in any of the above roles, depending on the circumstances laid down by law; the choice that they have concerns the rights they wish to 
exercise as injured party or crime victim.
What are my rights and obligations in this role?
A victim of crime has the right to:

A victim participating in criminal proceedings as an injured party has the right to:

In addition to the victims’ rights under this Act child victims enjoy the following rights: (1) representative provided free of charge, (2) personal data protection, 
(3) exclusion of the public. (Article 44(1) of the Criminal Procedure Act)
In addition to the victims’ rights referred to in Article 43 of this Act, victims of sexual crimes and human trafficking enjoy the following rights: (1) free 
consultation before being interviewed, (2) a free representative, (3) to be interrogated, at the police or the public prosecutor's office, by a person of the same 
sex, and, if possible, by that same person if the interview is repeated, (4) to not reply to questions that are not related to the crime but concern the victim’s 
private life, (5) to request to be interviewed by audio-visual means (Article 292(4) of this Act), (6) personal data protection, (7) exclusion of the public from the 
proceedings. (Article 44(4) of the Criminal Procedure Act)
During the investigation stage, crime victims who are private plaintiffs or injured parties may draw attention to all facts and adduce evidence that is material 
for ascertaining the crime, identifying the offender(s) and establishing their claims in the associated action for damages.
Both before and at all stages during the criminal proceedings, the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the court must consider whether it is possible for the 
defendant to compensate the injured party for any loss caused by the crime. They must also inform the injured party of certain rights under law (e.g. the 
injured party’s right to use their mother tongue, the right to file for damages, etc.).
Persons who are likely to have information on the crime, the offender or other pertinent circumstances can be summoned as .witnesses
Injured parties, .injured parties acting as plaintiff and private plaintiffs can be questioned as witnesses
A  has the same rights as the public prosecutor with the exception of the rights belonging solely to a state authority.private plaintiff
Can I make a statement during the trial or give evidence? Under what conditions?
Under this Act, the injured party has the right to:
(4) draw attention to the facts and present evidence;
(5) attend the evidentiary hearing;
(6) attend the proceedings, take part in the evidentiary proceedings and make a closing statement (Article 51(1) of the Criminal Procedure Act).
A victim pursuing prosecution has the same rights as the public prosecutor with the exception of the rights belonging solely to a state authority.
A private plaintiff has the same rights as the public prosecutor with the exception of the rights belonging solely to a state authority. Private plaintiffs are 
subject to the same procedural provisions that apply to injured parties and plaintiffs.
At the hearing the chief judge invites all the parties to set out the evidence they intend to present at the main hearing. Each party is invited to comment on the 
other party’s submissions.
What information will I receive during the trial?

access support services for crime victims;
effective psychological and other professional assistance and support from bodies, organisations, and institutions supporting victims of crime, in accordance 
with the law;
protection from intimidation and retaliation;
protection of their dignity while being heard as a witness;
be heard without undue delay after filing a criminal complaint and to subsequently be questioned no more than is absolutely necessary for the purpose of the 
criminal proceedings;
be accompanied by a person of trust in whatever actions they participate in;
minimal medical procedures and only if these are absolutely vital for the purpose of the criminal proceedings;
file a motion to prosecute or bring a private action under the Criminal Code, to participate in criminal proceedings as an injured party, to be informed about 
the dismissal of a criminal complaint (Article 206(3) of the Act) and about the decision of the public prosecutor to take no action, and to pursue prosecution 
individually without the public prosecutor;
be informed by the public prosecutor on the action taken on the basis of their complaint (Article 206a of the Act), and to lodge a complaint with a senior public 
prosecutor (Article 206b of this Act);
request and receive information without undue delay on the release of the offender from detention or remand, the offender’s escape or release from prison, 
and on measures taken to ensure the victim’s protection;
request and receive information on any final decision terminating the criminal proceedings;
other rights as provided for by law.

use their mother tongue, including sign language, and request an interpreter, if they do not speak or understand Croatian, or a sign language interpreter, if 
the injured party is deaf or deafblind;
file for damages and temporary injunctions;
legal representation;
present facts and adduce evidence;
attend the evidentiary hearing;
attend the proceedings, take part in the evidentiary proceedings and make a closing statement;
request access to the case file in accordance with the law;
ask to be informed by the public prosecutor in respect of action taken on the basis of their report and file a complaint to a senior public prosecutor;
appeal;
seek restoration of the previous situation;
be notified of the outcome of the criminal proceedings.



During the investigation stage, crime victims who are private plaintiffs or injured parties may draw attention to all facts and adduce evidence that is material 
for ascertaining the crime, identifying the offender(s) and establishing their claims in the action for damages.
A victim participating in criminal proceedings as an injured party has the right to:

Will I be able to access court files?
A victim participating in criminal proceedings as the injured party may access the case file.
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3 - My rights after trial
Can I appeal against the ruling?
Victims participating in criminal proceedings as an injured party may appeal the ruling.
Authorised persons may appeal against a first-instance ruling within 15 days of the date of service of a copy of the ruling.
An appeal may be lodged by either litigant, the defence attorney or the injured party.
The injured party may appeal against the ruling on the grounds of the court’s decision regarding the costs of the criminal proceedings or the claim for 
damages. However, if the state attorney has taken over prosecution from the injured party acting as private prosecutor, the latter may appeal on any grounds 
on which a ruling may be challenged.
What are my rights after sentencing?
Victims participating in criminal proceedings as an injured party may lodge an appeal and seek restoration of the previous situation.
Am I entitled to support or protection after the trial? For how long?
Victims and witnesses can turn to specialised departments of county courts for information and support at any point during criminal (or misdemeanour) 
proceedings, but before the ruling has been issued.
If victims or witnesses turn to these victim and witness support departments  the departments will provide them with after the ruling has been issued,
information consistent with their remit, and refer them to other organisations and services specialising in victims’ or witnesses’ needs.
The Independent support service for victims and witnesses of the Ministry of Justice provides victims, injured parties or their families with information on the 
offender’s release from prison (automatic or conditional release). This information is provided to all victims of, and injured parties following, serious offences, 
such as crimes against life and limb, sexual crimes, violent crimes or war crimes.
In exceptional cases, when the Service finds that a victim of prolonged domestic violence or violence against women requires coordinated additional support, 
it informs the coordinator of the County Team for preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence of the interview conducted with 
the victim and the problems he/she faces, and asks that the County Team take appropriate action. Where appropriate, this information is also forwarded to 
the competent police department and the competent social welfare centre, if the victim (child/person) is deprived of legal capacity, or to the competent 
probation office, if the offender has been released conditionally and is required to report regularly to the probation office.
In exceptional cases, when the Service concludes on the basis of information gathered from the victim (of a crime other than those mentioned above) that the 
victim absolutely requires additional support and protection, it may request action from the competent police department subject to the victim’s consent.
Victim support is also provided by , immediately after the offence is committed, during the criminal proceedings, and after the trial, i.civil society organisations
e. or after a final ruling has been issued. Support and assistance provided by civil society organisations depends on their remit.
What information will I be given if the offender is sentenced?
A written ruling with instructions on legal remedies is served on the plaintiff, the defendant and his/her defence attorney, the injured party (if the latter has the 
right to appeal), the party whose property has been confiscated by the ruling and the legal entity from which the proceeds are to be confiscated.
An injured party who does not have the right of appeal will be served the ruling as provided for by law, together with a note on his/her right to seek restoration 
of the previous situation. The final ruling is served on the injured party on request.
Will I be told if the offender is released (including early or conditional release) or escapes from prison?
Under the Criminal Procedure Act, the victim who has so requested will be informed by the police, without delay, of the end of detention or remand for the 
offender, except where such disclosure might put the offender at risk. The victim will also be informed of the measures taken to protect him/her, where such 
measures have been ordered.
Penitentiaries and prisons do not inform the Service for victims and witnesses of escaped prisoners, but send a notification of the offender’s escape to police 
only; however, these rules are scheduled to be amended soon.
Victims have the right to be informed without delay, when they so request, of the offender’s release from detention or remand and his/her escape or release 
from prison, and of the measures taken in the interest of the victim’s safety.
Victims of serious crimes, i.e. crimes against life and limb, sexual crimes, violent crimes and war crimes, are informed of the offender’s automatic or 
conditional release.
Will I be involved in release or parole decisions? For example, can I make a statement or lodge an appeal?
Any statement made by the victim of a violent crime and other relevant information pertaining to the victim are taken into account when a decision is 
considered to potentially allow the offender the benefit of spending weekends outside a penitentiary or prison. The victim’s statement forms part of the 
conditional release file. However, the regulations currently in force do not provide for the victim to be involved in a conditional release decision and/or appeal 
against that decision.
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4 - Compensation
What is the process for claiming damages from the offender? (e.g. court case, civil claim, adhesion procedure)

ask to be informed by the public prosecutor in respect of action taken on the basis of their report and file a complaint to a senior public prosecutor;
be informed that the criminal complaint has been dismissed or that the public prosecutor has decided to take no action;
receive notice of the outcome of the criminal proceedings.
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Under specific regulations, victims of crimes punishable by imprisonment of five or more years, who have suffered severe psychophysical trauma or have 
been seriously affected by the crime, have the right to a counsellor before giving testimony in criminal proceedings or filing a claim for damages; the 
counsellor's fees are to be borne by the government.
Claims for damages in criminal proceedings may be filed by persons authorised to pursue such claims in civil actions.
Crime victims filing a claim for damages must indicate whether they have obtained compensation or filed a claim for damages.
The court ordered the offender to pay me damages/compensation. How do I make sure the offender pays?
Once the decision on a claim for damages becomes final and enforceable, the injured party may request the court that issued the decision in first-instance 
proceedings to provide issue him/her with a certified copy of that decision, with an indication that the latter is enforceable.
If the decision does not lay down a deadline for compliance, the obligation imposed by the decision must be fulfilled within 15 days of the decision becoming 
final. After this deadline the fulfilment of the obligation becomes subject to enforcement.
If the offender does not pay, can the state pay me an advance? Under what conditions?
A victim of an intentional crime may be compensated from the State budget under a specific act. Where the victim has won a claim for damages, the amount 
of compensation depends on the amount awarded; the court deciding on the claim for damages will take the same action where the victim has already been 
compensated from the State budget, the court.
Am I entitled to compensation from the state?
Victims of intentional violent crimes committed in Croatia after 1 July 2013 are eligible for compensation:

The victim has the right to be compensated:

Am I entitled to compensation if the offender is not convicted?
The victim may be awarded compensation even if the perpetrator is unknown or if criminal proceedings have not been initiated.
Am I entitled to an emergency payment while I wait for the decision on my compensation claim?
Emergency payments are not provided for by Croatian law.
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5 - My rights to support and assistance
I am a victim of crime. Who do I contact for support and assistance?
Victim support helpline
The national support helpline for victims of crime and minor offences (116-006) provides emotional support, information on victims’ rights, practical 
information and guidance as to which bodies and organisations can provide further information, assistance and support.
The helpline is a freephone service,
available in Croatian and English, weekdays from 8.00 to 20.00.
The national support helpline for victims of crime and minor offences (116-006) is a general support service.
More information is available on: https://pzs.hr/
Other specialised civil society organisations also provide support and assistance to victims of certain crimes and to children via telephone. More information 
is available on the  of the Croatian , where you can also find the list of these organisations by county and information on the civil website
society organisations included in the Network of Support and Cooperation for Victims and Witnesses of Crime (Mreža podrške i suradnje za žrtve i svjedoke 

).kaznenih djela
List of organisations providing nationwide psychosocial and legal assistance:

116 006 National support helpline for victims of crime and minor offences Weekdays 8.00-20.00

116 000
National missing children hotline
Centre for missing and abused children

24/7

116 111 Hrabri telefon helpline for children Weekdays 9.00-20.00

0800·0800 Hrabri telefon helpline for parents Weekdays 9.00-20.00

0800 77 99 Human trafficking emergency number Every day, 10.00-18.00

0800 55 44
Counselling centre for women who are victims of violence
Zagreb women’s shelter

Weekdays 11.00-17.00

0800 655 222
Emergency number for women and children who are victims of violence
Ženska pomoć sada women’s helpline

24/7

0800 200 144 B.a.B.e. free legal assistance for victims of domestic violence Weekdays 9.00-15.00

01 6119 444
Support centre for victims of sexual violence
Ženska soba sexual rights centre

Weekdays 10.00-17.00

01 48 28 888
Psychological assistance
TESA centre for psychological assistance

Weekdays 10.00-22.00

01 48 33 888 Plavi telefon helpline Weekdays 9.00-21.00

if they are citizens or residents of Croatia or another EU Member State;
if they have suffered grievous bodily harm or serious deterioration of health as a result of the crime;
if the crime is reported to or filed by the police or the public prosecutor's office within six months from the date on which it was committed, regardless of 
whether or not the offender is known;
if they have submitted a request on an official form, along with the requisite documentation (the form can be obtained at any police station, public prosecutor’
s office or municipal or county court; it is also available online, on the websites of the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of the Interior, the Public Prosecutor and 
municipal and county courts.

the costs of medical treatment in accordance with the national ceilings; this compensation is only granted where the victim cannot be compensated under a 
health insurance cover;
up to HRK 35 000 for lost earnings.
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01 4811 320 Free legal aid
Legal Clinic of the Faculty of Law, Zagreb

Weekdays 10.00-12.00, Wed. and Thu. 
17.00-19.00

Is victim support free?
Yes.
What types of support can I receive from state services or authorities?
Victim and witness support departments provide:

The victim and witness support departments of county courts:

VICTIM AND WITNESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENTS

Osijek County Court

Address: Europska avenija 7, 31 000 Osijek, Croatia

Tel.: 031/228-500

e-mail: podrska-svjedocima@zsos.pravosudje.hr

Rijeka County Court

Address: Žrtava fašizma 7, 51000 Rijeka, Croatia

Tel.: 051/355-645

e-mail: podrska-svjedocima-ri@pravosudje.hr

Sisak County Court

Address: Trg Ljudevita Posavskog 5, 44000 Sisak, Croatia

Tel.: 044/524-419

e-mail: podrska-svjedocima-sk@zssk.pravosudje.hr

Split County Court

Address: Gundulićeva 29a, 21000 Split, Croatia

Tel.: 021/387-543

e-mail: podrska-svjedocima-st@pravosudje.hr

Vukovar County Court

Address: Županijska 33, 32000 Vukovar, Croatia

Tel.: 032/452-529

e-mail: podrska-svjedocima-vu@pravosudje.hr

Zadar County Court

Address: Borelli 9, 23 000 Zadar, Croatia

Tel.: 023/203-640

e-mail: podrska-svjedocima@pravosudje.hr

Zagreb County Court
Address: Trg N.Š. Zrinskog 5, 10 000 Zagreb, Croatia

Tel.: 01/4801-062

The Victim and Witness Support Service ( ) of the Croatian Ministry of Justice:Služba za podršku žrtvama i svjedocima

What types of support can I receive from non-governmental organisations?
Depending on the type of organisation and its remit, various types of assistance and support are available: psychological, emotional, legal, practical, 
accommodation, medical, security, and in-court support.
More information and the list of these organisations by county is available on the website of the Croatian .
Twelve probation offices are in the process of being established in Croatia. The purpose is to add a human dimension to the enforcement of criminal 
sanctions, ensure more efficient reintegration of offenders into society, and provide victims, injured parties and the families of victims and offenders with 
assistance.
The National Probation Service participates in preparations to resettle offenders in the community after they have been released from prison. This includes 
helping them to find accommodation and work and preparing them, as well as victims, injured parties and the families of victims, for the release. The Service 
also makes arrangements for the provision of psychosocial support to victims, injured parties and victims’ and the offender’s families.
Where the offender to be released is serving a sentence for a sexual offence, an offence against life and limb or a violent offence, the Probation Service is 
required to inform the victims, injured parties or their families accordingly and without delay.
The contact details of individual probation offices and the Probation Department of the Ministry of Justice are available .
Victims of crime can contact the police by email  or , or by dialling 192 (24/7) or +385 1 3788 111.
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emotional support;
information on rights;
technical and practical information for victims, witnesses and members of their families;
referrals to specialised institutions and civil society organisations depending on the needs of the victim/witness.

podrska-svjedocima@zsos.pravosudje.hr

podrska-svjedocima-ri@pravosudje.hr

podrska-svjedocima-sk@zssk.pravosudje.hr

podrska-svjedocima-st@pravosudje.hr

podrska-svjedocima-vu@pravosudje.hr

podrska-svjedocima@pravosudje.hr

provides a system of support for victims and witnesses
coordinates the work of the victim and witness support departments of courts
provides victims, injured parties or members of their families with information on the offender’s release from prison (unconditional release or release on 
probation)
provides information on rights and emotional support to victims and witnesses from abroad who are invited to give evidence in Croatian courts through the 
international legal assistance mechanism, and to Croatian victims and witnesses who are invited to give evidence in foreign courts through that mechanism. 
The Service sends victims and witnesses information letters with contact information
receives compensation claims from victims of crime, prepares material for meetings of the Committee for Compensation of Crime Victims (Odbor za novčanu 

) and provides assistance in cross-border casesnaknadu žrtvama kaznenih djela
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