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European payment order

The European Payment Order is a simplified procedure for cross-border monetary claims which are uncontested by the defendant, based on standard forms.
Standard forms have been drawn up for the European Payment Order and are available here in all languages. This link will also provide more information
about which courts can issue a European Payment Order and where the application forms should be sent.

To start the procedure, Form A must be filled in, giving all the details of the parties and the nature and amount of the claim. The court will examine the
application, and if the form is correctly filled in, the court should issue the European Payment Order within 30 days.

The European Payment Order must then be served on the defendant by the court. S/he can either pay the amount of the claim, or contest it. S/he has 30
days to lodge any statement of opposition to the European Payment Order. If this happens, the case may, subject to a choice of the claimant, either be
transferred to the normal civil law courts to be dealt with under national law; or dealt with in accordance with a European Small Claims Procedure, or
discontinued.

If there is no statement of opposition by the defendant, the European Payment Order will become automatically enforceable. A copy of the European
Payment Order, and if necessary a translation, must be sent to the enforcement authorities of the Member State where it needs to be enforced. Enforcement
takes place in accordance with the national rules and procedures of the Member State where the European Payment Order is being enforced. For details on
the enforcement, please consult the relevant section.

Please note that the guide does not reflect two amendments that entered into force on 14 July 2017. The first amendment adds an option of continuation of
the proceedings in a case of lodging a statement of opposition in accordance with the rules of Regulation (EC) 861/2007 establishing a European Small
Claims Procedure. The second amendment extends the application of the European Small Claims Procedure to claims of a value up to 5000 euro.

For further information in this regard please consult the new text of Article 17 of the Regulation as well as Article 2 of Regulation (EC) 861/2007, as amended
by Regulation (EU) 2015/2421.

Related link

Practice Guide for the application of the Regulation on the European Order for Payment ﬁ (5809 Kb)

European payment order — notifications of the Member States and a search tool helping to identify competent court(s)/authority(ies)

Please note that there are also national order for payment procedures. You can obtain information about such national procedures by selecting the relevant
country's flag.
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European payment order - Belgium

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

Belgium has a summary order for payment procedure (procédure sommaire d’injonction de payer/summiere rechtspleging om betaling te bevelen). The
purpose of this simplified procedure, which is provided for in Sections 1338 to 1344 of the Judicial Code (Code judiciaire/Gerechtelijk Wetboek), is to obtain
payment of small amounts in certain cases.

The legislation on the summary order for payment procedure is available from the [ website of the Federal Public Service for Justice:

Click on Législation belge — Législation consolidée et index législatif/Belgische wetgeving - Geconsolideerde wetgeving en wetgevingsindex (Belgian
legislation — Consolidated legislation and legislative index) at the bottom left of the page.

Click on Législation belge/Belgische wetgeving (Belgian legislation).

Under Nature juridique/Juridische aard (Legal nature), select CODE JUDICIAIRE/GERECHTELIJK WETBOEK (Judicial Code).

In the Mot(s)/Woord(en) (Word(s)) field, enter ‘664’.

Click on Recherche/Opzoeking (Search) and then Liste/Lijst (List).

Click on Détail/Detail (Details).

Search for Chapitre XV/Hoofdstuk XV (Chapter XV).

1.1 Scope of procedure

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

Only pecuniary claims are eligible.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

Article 1338 of the Judicial Code states that only claims for the payment of a liquidated debt of no more than €1 860 are eligible.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

Use of the summary order for payment procedure is entirely optional.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

No. Article 1344 of the Judicial Code states that the rules of the summary order for payment procedure apply only if the debtor has his or her address (
domicile/woonplaats) or residence (résidence/verblijfplaats) in Belgium.

1.2 Competent court

This procedure can be used before the justice of the peace (juge de paix/vrederechter), provided that the claim falls within the court’s jurisdiction (for
information on the jurisdiction of the justice of the peace, see the factsheet on ‘Jurisdiction — Belgium’). In the disputes referred to in Article 1338 of the
Judicial Code, this procedure can also be used for any claims falling within the jurisdiction of the commercial court (tribunal de commerce/rechtbank van
koophandel) or the police court (tribunal de police/politierechtbank).

1.3 Formal requirements

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

No standardised form needs to be used. However, the law does lay down a number of conditions regarding the information that must appear in the demand
for payment and in the application by which the claim is made to the court.



Before filing the application with the court, the creditor must send the debtor a demand for payment (sommation de payer/aanmaning tot betaling). This
requirement is laid down in Article 1339 of the Judicial Code. The demand for payment can be served on the debtor by a bailiff (huissier de justice
/gerechtsdeurwaarder) or be sent by registered letter with acknowledgment of receipt. Article 1339 also indicates the information that the demand for
payment must contain to be legally valid, namely:

a copy of the articles from the chapter of the Judicial Code on the summary order for payment procedure;

formal notice to pay within 15 days of the demand for payment being sent or served;

the amount claimed;

the court with which the claim will be filed if the debtor fails to pay.

Within 15 days of the expiry of the 15-day time limit set in the demand, the claim is filed with the court through an application (requéte/verzoekschrift)
submitted in duplicate. Article 1340 of the Judicial Code indicates what the application must contain:

the day, month and year;

the surname, forename, profession and address or residence of the applicant, and, if applicable, the surname, forename, address or residence and capacity
of his or her legal representatives;

the measure applied for and precise information on the amount being claimed, including a breakdown of the various items forming the claim and the grounds
on which the claim is based;

particulars of the court that is to hear the claim;

the signature of the party’s lawyer.

The applicant can also choose to state his or her objections to the granting of any grace periods.

The application must be accompanied by:

a photocopy of the document on which the claim is based;

either the bailiff's record of service of the demand for payment, or a copy of the registered letter accompanied by the acknowledgment of receipt, or the
original of that letter accompanied by evidence that the recipient refused to accept it or failed to collect it from the post office and by a certificate confirming
that the debtor is registered in the population register at the address indicated.

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

One of the items required in the application is a lawyer’s signature. Article 1342 of the Judicial Code also provides that a copy of the order must be sent by
ordinary mail to the applicant’s lawyer. These are the only legal provisions that require the involvement of a lawyer.

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

The application must contain a reasonable level of detail. Article 1340, first paragraph, subparagraph 3, of the Judicial Code requires the application to state
the measure applied for and provide precise information on the amount being claimed, including a breakdown of the various items forming the claim and the
grounds on which the claim is based.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

Yes. Under Article 1338, the claim must be substantiated by a written document issued by the debtor. This document need not, however, contain an
acknowledgment of the debt.

1.4 Rejection of application

Within 15 days of the application being filed, the court accepts or rejects it by means of an order made in chambers (en chambre du conseil/in raadkamer).
The court can grant grace periods and can choose to allow the application only in part (Article 1342 of the Judicial Code). The court has information before it
on the various components of the debt and can reject some of these. It can take account of any payments that have been made in the meantime. The court
can reject the claim outright if the required conditions have not been met (see Articles 1338 to 1344 of the Judicial Code).

Where the court allows the application in whole or in part, its order has the effect of a judgment given in default of appearance by the defendant.

The creditor must then serve the court’s order on the debtor.

Article 1343(2) of the Judicial Code provides that in order to be valid the record of service of the order must contain the following:

a copy of the application;

an indication of the time limit within which the debtor can object to the order;

an indication of the court to which that objection must be submitted and the formalities to be fulfilled in that regard.

In order to be valid the record of service must also warn the debtor that, if he or she does not challenge the order within the stated time limit, all legal
avenues may be used to force him or her to pay the sums demanded.

If the debtor does not lodge an objection or appeal within the time limits allowed, the order becomes final.

1.5 Appeal

Appeal by the creditor

The appeal options of creditors are set out in Article 1343(4) of the Judicial Code. Creditors cannot appeal against an order rejecting their application or
allowing it only in part. But they can resubmit their claim through the ordinary procedure (and not through the summary procedure). If the claim is partly
allowed, the creditor cannot resubmit it through the ordinary procedure after he or she has served the order on the debtor.

Objection or appeal by the debtor

Debtors can challenge the order in one of two ways: either by appeal to a higher court (appel/hoger beroep) or by an objection (opposition/verzet) brought
before the same court that made the order (because the court order is treated as a judgment in default of appearance if it allows the creditor’s application in
whole or in part — see Article 1343(4) of the Judicial Code). In both cases, the time limit is one month from the date on which the judgment is served (see
Articles 1048 and 1051 of the Judicial Code). This time limit is extended if one of the parties does not have their address or residence or an address for
service (domicile élu/gekozen woonplaats) in Belgium.

The ordinary rules on objection and appeal apply, with one exception, which is laid down in Article 1343(3), second subparagraph, of the Judicial Code: by
way of exception from Article 1047 (which requires service by a bailiff), an objection can be entered by lodging an application at the court registry (greffe
/griffie), in as many copies as there are parties and lawyers, which is then served on the creditor and his or her lawyer by the court clerk (greffier/griffier) by
special registered letter (pli judiciaire/gerechtsbrief).

In order to be legally valid, the objection must contain:

the day, month and year;

the surname, forename, profession and address or residence of the objecting party;

the surname, forename and address or residence of the creditor and the name of the latter’s lawyer;

particulars of the contested order;

the objecting party’s pleas.



The parties are called by the court clerk to appear at a hearing scheduled by the court.

1.6 Statement of opposition

In the summary procedure, Belgian law does not expressly provide for a statement of objection to the claim.

The debtor can send information to the justice of the peace, but this will not prevent the order from being treated as a judgment given in default of
appearance.

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

As stated above, no statement of objection can be submitted. The summary procedure will run its course whether or not the debtor seeks to defend himself
or herself.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

See the answer to question 1.7.

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?
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European payment order - Bulgaria

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

Chapter 37 — ‘Enforcement Proceedings’ — of the Code of Civil Procedure (State Gazette No 59 of 20 July 2007; in force from 1 March 2008; last amended in
State Gazette No 86/2017) lays down a simplified procedure whereby claimants can collect receivables if their claim is unlikely to be contested by the
defendant.

1.1 Scope of procedure

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

Enforcement orders may be issued under Article 410 of the Code of Civil Procedure at the request of creditors for the following claims:

claims for sums of money or substitutable goods, if the claim comes within the jurisdiction of the district court;

the transfer of movable goods given to the debtor on condition that he/she return them, or that constituted collateral, or were made over by the debtor on
condition that ownership be transferred, if the claim comes within the jurisdiction of the district court.

The application must meet the requirements of Article 127(1) and (3) and Article 128(1) and (2) of the Code of Civil Procedure, and indicate a bank account
or other method of payment.

Furthermore, Article 417 of the Code of Civil Procedure expressly provides that the applicant may also request the issue of an enforcement order where the
claim, regardless of its value, concerns

an act of an administrative authority, in accordance with which the civil courts are competent to grant enforcement;

a document or statement of accounts establishing claims of government institutions, municipalities or banks;

a notarial act, settlement or other contract bearing notarised signatures in respect of the obligations contained therein to pay amounts of money or other
substitutable goods, as well as obligations to transfer particular goods;

an extract from the Special Pledges Register concerning a registered security and initiation of enforcement in the case of the transfer of goods that constitute
collateral;

an extract from the Special Pledges Register concerning a registered hire purchase sales contract, or a leasing contract in the case of the return of sold or
leased goods;

a contract of pledge or a mortgage deed pursuant to Article 160 and Article 173(3) of the Obligations and Contracts Act;

a valid deed for the establishment of a private, State or municipal claim when its enforcement is done under the procedure of the Code of Civil Procedure;
a notice of deficiency;

a promissory note, bill of exchange or other equivalent bearer security, as well as a bond or the corresponding coupon bond.

If the application is accompanied by a document under Article 417 of the Code of Civil Procedure, on which the claim is based, the creditor may request the
court to order immediate enforcement and issue a writ of execution.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

Where the claim originates from some of the deeds under Article 417 of the Code of Civil Procedure, there is no upper limit in terms of its value.

Pursuant to the remaining provisions on pecuniary claims, claims for substitutable goods or transfer of moveable property, an enforcement order may be
issued only where the claim falls within the jurisdiction of the district court. The district court is responsible for the claims in civil and commercial matters with
value of the claim up to BGN 25,000, and all claims for maintenance, labour disputes and claims from notice of deficiency.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

The use of the procedures is not obligatory. Even if prerequisites for the issue of an enforcement order exist, the claimant is not obliged to choose this
procedure of defence, but may bring a claim under the general claims procedure.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

An enforcement order is not issued where the debtor has no permanent address and usual residence, or seat and place of business in the territory of the
Republic of Bulgaria.

1.2 Competent court

The application is submitted to the district court for the permanent address or seat of the debtor, and the court has three days to carry out an official check of
local jurisdiction. If the court declines jurisdiction, it passes the case on to the competent court.

1.3 Formal requirements

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

The use of application forms approved by the Minister of Justice is obligatory. The applications constitute an annex to Regulation No 6 of 20 February 2008
on the approval of forms for enforcement orders, applications for the issue of an enforcement order and other papers related to the ‘order for payment’
procedure, issued by the Minister of Justice (Article 425 of the Code of Civil Procedure).

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

Not compulsory

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?



The application must set out the circumstances upon which the claim is based and the essence of the request.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

Under Article 410 of the Code of Civil Procedure it is not necessary to attach to the application any evidence for establishing the claim. The applicant may
attach such evidence; however, he/she is not obliged to do so, because the procedure is intended only to verify whether the claim is questionable. It is
sufficient for the applicant to maintain that his/her claim exists. If the debtor contests the enforcement order, the verification of the existence of the claim is
carried out within the claim proceedings. The application must be accompanied by a power of attorney if submitted by a proxy, as well as a proof of paid
stamp fees and legal expenses, where appropriate.

1.4 Rejection of application

The application for the issue of an enforcement order Under Article 410 of the Code of Civil Procedure is rejected in the following cases:

where the claim does not meet the requirements of Article 410 of the Code of Civil Procedure, i.e. it does not refer to payment of money or substitutable
goods with a price up to BGN 25,000, or moveable goods of the category pursuant to Paragraph 1, Point 2 of Article 410 of the Code of Civil Procedure,
respectively; also if the application does not comply with the requirements of regularity, then the application does not stay without motion, but is directly
rejected. Only in exceptional cases, where the applicant did not use the approved application form, or used an improper form, the court gives him/her
instructions to remedy this irregularity, attaching the relevant form (Article 425(2) of the Code of Civil Procedure) to the notice.

where the claim is in conflict with the law or good morals.

where the debtor has no permanent address or seat in the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, or when he/she has no usual residence or place of business
within the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria.

1.5 Appeal

The enforcement order may not be appealed by the parties, except in the part regarding the costs. An order rejecting, wholly or partially, the application may
be appealed by the applicant to the relevant regional court with a private appeal of which no copy of service is submitted. The order for immediate
enforcement which the court issues in the cases of a document submitted in accordance with Article 417 of the Code of Civil Procedure is also subject to
appeal. A private appeal against the order for immediate enforcement must be submitted together with the objection against the issued enforcement order
and may be based only on considerations derived from the acts under Article 417 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

1.6 Statement of opposition

Once debtors have received the enforcement order, they may lodge a written objection to it or part thereof within two weeks and no justification is required,
except in the cases referred to in Article 414a of the Code of Civil Procedure:

- they have fulfilled their obligation

- they did not incur any costs because their conduct did not give rise to the lodging of the claim. In such cases, the objection must be sent to the applicant for
observations within 3 days. If the applicant fails to submit observations, the court invalidates the order for payment, in whole or in part, including the part
relating to costs. If a writ of execution has been issued on the basis of the enforcement order, it will also be invalidated in accordance with Article 208 of the
Code of Civil Procedure.

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

Where the debtor lodges an objection within the time limit, when the enforcement order is served under the conditions of Article 47(5) of the Code of Civil
Procedure (affixing a notice to the address) and where the court has refused to issue an enforcement order, the court instructs the applicant that he/she may
bring an action to establish his/her claim within one month, paying the State fee due and ordering suspension of enforcement if it has issued a writ of
execution under Article 418 of the Code of Civil Procedure. If the applicant fails to provide evidence that he/she has brought declaratory action within the
specified deadline, the court invalidates the payment order, whether in whole or in the part for which no claim has been made.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

Pursuant to Article 416 of the Code of Civil Procedure, if there is no objection submitted in due time, or the objection is withdrawn, the enforcement order
becomes effective and on its basis the court issues a writ of execution, which will accordingly be stated on the order.

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

Within one month of becoming aware of an enforcement order, a debtor who has not been given the opportunity to contest the claim may submit an objection
to the court of appeal, if:

the enforcement order was not duly served on him/her;

the enforcement order was not served on him/her personally and, on the date of its being served, he/she was not habitually resident in Bulgaria;

the debtor was unable to know in time about the enforcement order being served owing to specific unforeseen circumstances;

the debtor was unable to submit an objection owing to specific unforeseen circumstances that proved to be insurmountable.

The submission of this objection does not suspend the enforcement of the order, but at the request of the debtor and following presentation of the
appropriate security by the latter, the court may suspend the enforcement (Article 423(2) of the Code of Civil Procedure).

The court accepts the objection if availability of the prerequisites listed above is found. If the court of appeal accepts the objection because the debtor has no
permanent address or seat in the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, or has no habitual residence or place of business in the territory of the Republic of
Bulgaria, then it officially invalidates the enforcement order and the writ of execution issued thereon. Otherwise, if the court of appeal accepts the objection, it
suspends the enforcement of the issued order and returns the case to the district court instructing the applicant that he/she may bring an action in respect of
his/her claim within one month by paying the balance of the due stamp fee (Article 423(3) of the Code of Civil Procedure),

Furthermore, the debtor may contest, in a claims procedure, the claim for which an enforcement order has been issued if new facts or new written evidence
of essential importance for the case are found that could not have been known to him/her during the period for filing the objection, or which he/she could not
obtain within the same time limit. The action may be brought within three months from the date on which the new circumstance has become known to the
debtor, or from the date on which he/she was able to obtain the new written evidence, but not later than one year from the end of the compulsory recovery of
the claim (Article 424 of the Code of Civil Procedure).

Last update: 27/01/2021

The national language version of this page is maintained by the respective EJN contact point. The translations have been done by the European Commission
service. Possible changes introduced in the original by the competent national authority may not be yet reflected in the translations. Neither the EJN nor the
European Commission accept responsibility or liability whatsoever with regard to any information or data contained or referred to in this document. Please
refer to the legal notice to see copyright rules for the Member State responsible for this page.

European payment order - Czechia

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure



In addition to proceedings on an European order for payment regulated by Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
12 December 2006 creating a European order for payment procedure, there are another three types of such procedures in the Czech Republic — order for
payment procedure, electronic order for payment procedure, and bill-of-exchange or cheque order for payment procedure (provisions of Sections 172 to 175
of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure (obcansky soudni fad)).

1.1 Scope of procedure

An order for payment may be issued even without an explicit application by the claimant, on the basis of an action claiming the fulfilment of a financial
receivable, if the right arises from facts stated and documented by the claimant. It is always up to the court’s discretion whether it deals with a case by
issuing an order for payment; if a court does not issue an order for payment, it orders a hearing. An order for payment cannot be issued if it is to be delivered
to a defendant abroad, or if the whereabouts of the defendant are unknown (provisions of Section 172 (2) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure).

An electronic order for payment may only be issued at the claimant’s request, submitted on a designated electronic form and signed with a certified electronic
signature, provided that the receivable claimed does not exceed CZK 1,000,000; accessories are not included in the amount of a receivable. An electronic
order for payment cannot be issued if it is to be delivered to a defendant abroad, or if the whereabouts of the defendant are unknown (provisions of Section
174a (3) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure).

A bill-of-exchange or cheque order for payment can grant rights arising from a bill of exchange or a cheque. Provided that the formal requirements are met, a
court is obliged to rule in summary proceedings by issuing a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment. A bill-of-exchange or cheque order for payment
may only be issued at the initiative of the claimant, and it may be issued even if it is to be delivered abroad. A bill-of-exchange or cheque order for payment
may only be served on the defendant personally; substitute forms of service are excluded.

The purpose of the initiation of a European order for payment procedure is to collect undisputed financial receivables of a certain amount. Undisputed
financial receivables must be due for payment at the time of the filing of an action for the issuance of a European order for payment. Form A must be
completed to file an action, in which all information about the parties and about the nature and amount of the claim is given. The court will review the
application and, if the form is filled out correctly, it should issue a European order for payment within 30 days.

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

Decisions in the form of an order for payment, electronic order for payment, or European order for payment may only be made with respect to financial
receivables.

A bill-of-exchange or cheque order for payment may only be issued with respect to the performance of financial obligations arising from a bill of exchange or
a cheque.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

A maximum limit of CZK 1,000,000 (plus accessories) applies in the case of an electronic order for payment; there is no maximum limit for a European order
for payment or for a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

The procedure for an order for payment is not mandatory; a claimant may claim his financial receivable through the regular civil procedure. However, if a
claimant files an “ordinary” action and the receivable claimed therein meets the requirements for issuing an order for payment, the court may issue an order
for payment even though the claimant did not explicitly apply for it. An electronic order for payment, a European order for payment, and a bill-of-exchange
(cheque) order for payment may only be issued at the claimant’s request.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

An order for payment or an electronic order for payment cannot be issued if it is to be delivered to a defendant abroad. In that case, the court carries on in
the proceedings in line with regular civil procedure rules.

If a European order for payment issued by a Czech court or a court of another Member State is to be delivered in the Czech Republic, it must be served on
the defendant personally; substitute forms of service are not permitted (provisions of Section 174b (1) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure).

1.2 Competent court

A decision about an order for payment or electronic order for payment is made by the district court (okresni soud) having territorial jurisdiction. A decision
about a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment is always made by a regional court (krajsky soud) (provisions of Section 9 of Act No 99/1963, Code of
Civil Procedure). For jurisdiction to submit an action for the issuance of a European order for payment, see Atrticle 6 of Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 creating a European order for payment procedure.

1.3 Formal requirements

No standardised form is available for an action for the issuance of an order for payment or a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment.

A court may issue an order for payment without an explicit application by the claimant; this does not apply for electronic orders for payment and for bill-of-
exchange and cheque orders for payment.

An action, or application for the issuance of an order for payment or a bill-of-exchange or cheque order for payment must therefore meet the general
requirements for a submission to court — if no other particulars are required by law for a submission of a certain type, at least the following must be evident
from a submission: the court to which it is addressed, the person submitting it, the matter to which it pertains and what is sought, and it must be signed and
dated. The obligation of signature and dating does not apply to submissions in electronic form in a format compliant with specific provisions. A submission
must be made in writing, and it may be submitted either on paper or in electronic form through a public data network or by fax (provisions of Section 42 (1)
and (4) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure). A submission made in electronic form or by fax must be supplemented by the original within three days,
or by a written submission of the same wording. This does not apply to electronic submissions featuring a certified electronic signature based on a certified
certificate issued by an accredited provider (provisions of Section 42 (3) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure).

An application for the issuance of an electronic order for payment may only be submitted on a prescribed form in electronic format (the form is available at [’
https://www.justice.cz/). In addition to general requirements (provisions of Section 42 (4) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure), the application must
also state the first names, surnames, and addresses of the parties, and the personal identification numbers or identification numbers (as the case may be) of
the parties (the company name or name and registered office of a legal entity, identification number, designation of a state and of the relevant organisational
unit of the state which represents the state in court), and if relevant, also the names of their representatives, a depiction of decisive facts, and the designation
of the proof that the claimant proposes, and make clear what the claimant is seeking (provisions of Section 79 (1) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil
Procedure). An application must also state the date of birth of an individual, the identification number of a legal entity or the identification of an individual
engaged in business (provisions of Section 174a (2) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure). An application must be signed with a certified electronic
signature of the claimant based on a certified certificate issued by a certified provider.

To submit an application for a European order for payment, form A provided in Annex | to Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 12 December 2006 must be completed. All information about the parties and the nature and amount of the claim must be provided in the form.
1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)



Only in the case of an electronic order for payment. The form is available at =" https://www.justice.cz/. An application must be signed with a certified
electronic signature of the claimant based on a certified certificate issued by a certified provider. (provisions of Section 174aof Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil
Procedure). For formal requirements for the submission of an application for the issuance of a European order for payment, see above, section 1.3.

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

No.

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

An order for payment or an electronic order for payment can be issued only if the right claimed stems from facts stated and documented by the claimant (see
section 1.3.4.). The conclusion that the right claimed arises from the facts stated by the claimant assumes a depiction of the decisive facts sufficiently
supported with proof that is enclosed and that allow the court to subject the facts of the case claimed by the claimant to a legal examination. The
circumstances of the case must be stated in their entirety such as to make it possible to evaluate which legal right is being claimed (which legal regulation is
to be applied); and furthermore, the claimant must claim all the facts to which regulation links the creation, change, or cessation of rights and obligations, all
of which must be duly supported with proof.

In procedure pertaining to the issuance of a bill-of-exchange or cheque order for payment, it is required that the claimant submit the original of the bill of
exchange or cheque, the authenticity of which is not reasonably questioned, and other documents required for the exercise of the right.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

Yes. As the nature of the proceedings suggests, documentary evidence must be submitted that documents the right claimed by the claimant. In the case of
an application for the issuance of an electronic order for payment, documentary evidence must be enclosed in electronic form. The original of a bill of
exchange or cheque must be enclosed with an application for the issuance of a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment. The right of the claimant to
submit various means of proof is in no way restricted in terms of scope.

1.4 Rejection of application

If an order for payment cannot be issued, the court will not strike the application for its issuance down, but carry on in line with regular rules of civil procedure
(in particular, it will order a hearing). An order for payment cannot be issued if the claimant is not claiming a financial receivable, if the whereabouts of the
defendant are unknown, or if the order for payment is to be delivered to a defendant abroad.

A court will reject an application for the issuance of an electronic order for payment if it does not contain all the particulars required by law or if it is
incomprehensible or ambiguous and such defects make it impossible to carry on in the proceedings. In this case, the court does not invite the claimant to
correct or supplement his submission.

If an application for the issuance of a bill-of-exchange or cheque order for payment cannot be granted, the court will order a hearing.

1.5 Appeal

A court will not issue a decision setting aside an order for payment, electronic order for payment or a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment; the
question of an appeal against a struck-down order for payment is therefore irrelevant.

1.6 Statement of opposition

A statement of opposition may be filed to challenge an order or payment or an electronic order for payment. The defendant may file a statement of opposition
within 15 days of the service of an order for payment or electronic order for payment. A statement of opposition challenging an electronic order for payment
may also be filed on an electronic form signed with a certified electronic signature. A statement of opposition need not be supported with reasons, but it
should meet the general requirements for a submission to a court, i.e., in particular, it must be signed and dated, and it should be evident from the
submission to which court it is addressed, who is making it, to which matter it pertains, and what is sought.

Objections may be filed in challenging a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment, within 15 days of its service. In his objections, the defendant must state
everything to which he objects about the bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment.

In the European order for payment procedure, the defendant may either pay the amount claimed or challenge the claim within 30 days, by filing a statement
of opposition at the court that issued the European order for payment; to file a statement of opposition, he uses Form F set out in Regulation (EC) No 1896
/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006. The case is then forwarded to ordinary civil courts and dealt with in line with
national legislation.

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

If even one defendant files a statement of opposition within the time allotted, the order for payment or electronic order for payment is set aside in full, the
court will order a hearing, and the procedure will proceed in accordance with regular rules of civil procedure.

If a defendant files objections against a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment within the time allotted, the court will also order hearings to deliberate on
them. Depending on the outcome of the procedure pertaining to the objections, the court will rule by a judgement, either leaving the bill-of-exchange (cheque)
order for payment standing (objections are found to be unfounded), or setting it aside in part or in full by its judgement (the objections are to be founded in
part or in full). This judgement can be appealed. Unlike a statement of opposition filed against an order for payment or an electronic order for payment, a bill-
of-exchange (cheque) order for payment is not set aside by the submission of objections.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

An order for payment, electronic order for payment, and European order for payment which have not been challenged with a statement of opposition has the
effect of an enforceable judgement. If the defendant fails to file, or withdraws, objections against a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment, this, too, has
the effect of an enforceable judgement.

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

Upon request, a court will attach a clause of legal effect and enforceability to an order for payment, electronic order for payment, or a bill-of-exchange
(cheque) order for payment. An order for payment with such clauses constitutes an enforceable title.

In proceedings pertaining to a European order for payment, if the defendant fails to file a statement of opposition by the deadline set, the European order for
payment becomes automatically enforceable. Enforcement takes place in line with national rules and procedures of the Member State in which the European
order for payment is to be enforced.

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

No regular means of remedy are available to challenge an order for payment, electronic order for payment, or a bill-of-exchange (cheque) order for payment
against which a statement of opposition or objections have not been filed and which has the effect of an enforceable judgement. In cases specified by law,
the defendant may only use extraordinary means of remedy, an action for confusion, and in the case of an enforceable payment order also an action for
renewal of proceedings (provisions of Section 228 (2) and Section 229 (2) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure).

After the expiration of the 30-day period set for the submission of a statement of opposition against a European order for payment without such a statement
being submitted, the defendant may ask for a review of a European order for payment subject to the conditions stated in Article 20 of Regulation (EC) No
1896/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006. Jurisdiction in proceedings concerning an application for the review of a



European order for payment belongs to the court that issued it. An application for the review of a European order for payment is the only means of remedy
that the defendant has against an enforceable European order for payment in the state in which the order for payment was issued. A decision (ruling)
concerning the application for a review of a European order for payment is delivered to the claimant as well as the defendant (provisions of Section 174b (2)
and (3) of Act No 99/1963, Code of Civil Procedure).

Related links

[ http://www.justice.cz
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European payment order - Germany

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

1.1 Scope of procedure

Yes. The rules of civil procedure provide for an order for payment procedure (Mahnverfahren) to obtain payment for money claims that are not necessarily
contested. This is governed by Sections 688 et seq. of the Code of Civil Procedure (Zivilprozessordnung).

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

This procedure may generally be used when the claim is for payment of a fixed sum of money in euros.

However, it cannot be used in the following cases:

claims arising out of a consumer credit agreement with an interest rate of more than 12% above the base rate,

claims dependent on the performance of obligations that have still to be performed,

if the order for payment would have to be served by a published notice because the respondent’s address is unknown.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

There is no upper limit on the sum that can be claimed.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

Use of the order for payment procedure by the creditor is optional. The creditor can choose between this procedure and ordinary proceedings.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

In principle, the German order for payment procedure may also be used if the respondent is resident in another Member State or in a third country. However,
it should be noted that Section 688(3) of the German Code of Civil Procedure provides that in cases where the order for payment would have to be served
abroad the order for payment procedure can be used only if this is provided for in the Act on the Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments (Anerkennungs-
und Vollstreckungsausfiihrungsgesetz). Currently, this includes all Member States of the European Union, Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and Israel.

1.2 Competent court

Sole jurisdiction for the order for payment procedure lies with the local court (Amtsgericht) with ordinary jurisdiction for the applicant. This is determined by
the person’s place of residence or, in the case of a legal entity, by its registered office. However, many German federal states have established central courts
for payment order cases (Mahngerichte) (such as the local court of Wedding in Berlin). This means that jurisdiction for order for payment proceedings has
been concentrated in a number of local courts or even in a single local court in that state. In such cases the applicant’s place of ordinary jurisdiction is at the
central payment order court that has jurisdiction for their place of residence.

If the applicant has no place of ordinary jurisdiction in Germany, the local court of Wedding in Berlin has exclusive jurisdiction. If the respondent has no place
of ordinary jurisdiction in Germany, jurisdiction lies with the local court that would have jurisdiction for the dispute irrespective of any distinction of jurisdiction
by subject-matter (generally the local courts only have jurisdiction up to €5 000). Here too there may be central payment order courts in some federal states.
1.3 Formal requirements

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

Use of a pre-printed form is obligatory in so far as such forms exist for the declaration or application concerned. Forms exist, for example, for applications for
the issue and re-service of orders for payment and enforcement.

Order for payment procedures are automated in all federal states. Here applications can either be made on pre-printed paper forms or by electronic data
exchange. A number of software providers offer software programs for the electronic filing of applications in automated order for payment procedures. In
some local courts it is also possible to make online applications over the internet.

Pre-printed paper forms for order for payment procedures can be purchased in stationers’ shops.

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

No, legal representation is not required.

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

The grounds on which the claim is based do not have to be described in detail. All that is required is a brief statement of the claim and the specific amount of
money demanded. This is done by filling out the boxes in the pre-printed form designed for the order for payment procedure. The principal and subsidiary
claims must each be listed separately.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

Documentary evidence for the claims made does not have to be submitted.

1.4 Rejection of application

The application for an order for payment will be rejected if the order for payment procedure is not admissible, if the court applied to does not have jurisdiction,
or if the application for payment does not comply with the formal requirements. The application will also be rejected if an order for payment can be issued
only for part of the claim. The applicant must be heard before the order is refused.

The court does not examine whether the claim is justified before it issues the order for payment.

1.5 Appeal

A refusal of an order for payment cannot generally be appealed. An immediate objection (sofortige Beschwerde) is possible only if the application was
transmitted solely in machine-readable form and was rejected on the grounds that it does not appear to the court to be suitable for its system of electronic
processing; however, in practice this rule is of little significance.

1.6 Statement of opposition

If the order for payment is issued and served on the respondent, the latter has two weeks in which to object to it. However, an objection is still valid even after
this deadline has passed, as long as no order for enforcement has been issued.



When the order for payment is served the respondent receives a pre-printed form that enables him or her to object. Use of this pre-printed form is, however,
optional. This means that an objection can be entered in another form; the only formal requirement is that it must be in writing.

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

If the respondent disputes the claim in time, no order for enforcement may be issued, and the claim in the order for payment cannot be enforced. However,
the case will not automatically be dealt with thereafter by ordinary litigation. This requires an express application for ordinary proceedings, which may be
made either by the applicant or the respondent in the order for payment procedure. The applicant may choose to make such an application as soon as the
applicant becomes aware of the objection, and may even append it to the order for payment itself as a precautionary measure.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

The court will, on application, issue an order for enforcement. The application cannot be made before the end of the time allowed for objection; it has to
contain a declaration of what payments, if any, have been made in respect of the order for payment. If part payments have been made, the applicant must
reduce the amount applied for accordingly.

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

The order for enforcement is equivalent to a provisionally enforceable default judgment. An objection may be entered within two weeks after service.
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European payment order - Estonia

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

Yes. Chapter 49 of the [ Code of Civil Procedure (tsiviilkohtumenetluse seadustik, TSMS) governs expedited procedure in the case of payment orders.
1.1 Scope of procedure

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

This procedure applies to claims arising from private law relationships and is intended to cover the payment of certain sums of money.

Expedited procedure in the case of payment orders does not apply to non-contractual claims, except for:

specific claims arising from the Motor Third Party Liability Insurance Act (liikluskindlustuse seadus);

claims where the debtor has issued an acknowledgement of obligation or where another agreement obligating performance has been entered into.
Expedited procedure for orders for payment is not applied if:

the claim has not yet fallen due at the time the petition is filed, except for the claims for penalties for late payment as a collateral claim, or the filing of the
claim depends on the performance of a mutual obligation and such obligation has not yet been performed;

the object of the claim is compensation of non-proprietary damage;

the claim is filed against a bankrupt;

the claim is filed against several debtors and does not arise from the same basis or obligation.

The expedited procedure in the case of payment orders does not apply to collateral claims, if they are in excess of the main claim.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

Yes. Yes. The expedited procedure in the case of payment orders does not apply to claims exceeding EUR 8 000. This amount covers both principal and
collateral claims.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

The application of the expedited procedure in the case of payment orders is voluntary. The creditor may decide if they wish to apply for an expedited
procedure in this case or initiate an ordinary procedure.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

Yes. National legislation does not contain any limitations regarding the applicability of the expedited procedure in the case of payment orders to defendants
who are resident in another country. Within the EU, the jurisdiction of the defendant is determined under Regulation (EU) No 1215/2012 of the European
Parliament and of the Council.

1.2 Competent court

Petitions for expedited procedure in the case of payment orders are conducted by Parnu County Court Haapsalu courthouse Payment order department (
Pérnu Maakohtu Haapsalu kohtumaja maksekésu osakond).

1.3 Formal requirements

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

The expedited procedure in the case of payment orders is conducted electronically and, as such, may only be filed to a court via the Avalik E-toimik portal or
via the X-tee data exchange layer of information systems.

Petitions can be filed via E-toimik at the webpage: [ https://www.e-toimik.ee/

Under subsection 485(2) TsMS, an objection may be submitted on the form attached to the proposal for payment, or on another form. The form can be found
in the [ Riigi Teataja (State Gazette).

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

No, it is not obligatory to appoint a representative.

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

A petition for an expedited procedure in the case of payment orders should contain a short description of the circumstances constituting the basis for the
claim and a short description of the evidence the petitioner would be able to submit in support of the claim in an action. A claim must be based on facts and
be supported by documentary evidence. A claim is clearly without grounds if, when taking into account the circumstances specified in the petition as the
basis of the payment order, the claim cannot be legally satisfied.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

It is not necessary to include documentary evidence in order to confirm that the claim has been filed. However, the petition should contain a short description
of the evidence the petitioner would be able to submit in support of his or her claim in an action.

1.4 Rejection of application

The court refuses to satisfy a petition for the application of expedited procedure in the case of a payment order if:

the application of the expedited procedure is not permitted in the case of payment orders pursuant to the Code of Civil Procedure;



the petition does not comply with the requirements provided for in the Code of Civil Procedure;

the proposal for payment has not been served on the debtor within a reasonable time and it cannot be served by public announcement and the petitioner has
explicitly asked for the termination of proceedings in the case where an objection has been filed;

the petitioner fails to inform the court of the results of the service to the participant in the proceedings within the term set for them to do so;

any basis for the suspension of proceedings becomes evident.

1.5 Appeal

A ruling on the refusal to satisfy a petition for application of a procedure in the case of a payment order is not subject to appeal. Refusal to satisfy a petition
does not restrict the right of the petitioner to file the claim in an action or in an expedited procedure in the case of payment orders.

1.6 Statement of opposition

The debtor has the right to file an objection to a claim or a part thereof with the court which made the proposal for payment within 15 days, or within 30 days
in the case of service of the proposal for payment abroad.

An objection may be submitted on the form attached to the proposal for payment, or on another form. An objection need not be substantiated.

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

If the debtor submits an objection to the proposal for payment by the specified deadline, the court which has prepared the proposal for payment shall
continue the hearing of the matter in an action or refer the matter to the court specified in the petition for expedited procedures in the case of payment orders
or to the court specified in the joint application of the concerned parties. In matters of apartment ownership or common ownership, proceedings on petition
are continued unless the petitioner has requested for actions to be conducted or proceedings to be terminated. For the purpose of actions, an action is
deemed to be filed as the moment that a petition for application of an expedited procedure in the case of payment orders is filed.

If the petitioner has explicitly asked for the termination of proceedings in the case where an objection has been filed, the proceedings are terminated.

If the debtor acknowledges in part the petitioner's claim in the objection filed to the proposal for payment, the court hearing the matter in action makes a
payment order by way of a ruling to call in the amount acknowledged by the debtor and continues to hear the remainder of the case in action or on petition.
1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

If the debtor fails to pay the amount indicated in the proposal for payment and does not file an objection to the proposal for payment in time, the court makes
a payment order for that amount by way of a ruling.

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

A payment order should include an explanation for the debtor concerning the debtor's right to file an appeal against the ruling within 15 days, or within 30
days in the case of service of the proposal for payment abroad. An explanation is to be provided to the debtor that an appeal against the ruling may be filed
only on the basis of one of the following circumstances:

the proposal for payment was served on the debtor in any manner except personal delivery against a signature or electronically and, by no fault of the debtor,
it was not served in time and therefore the debtor was unable to file an objection in time;

the debtor was unable to file an objection to the proposal for payment for a good reason beyond their control;

the prerequisites for the expedited procedure in the case of payment orders were not fulfilled or the conditions of the expedited procedure in the case of
payment orders were otherwise materially violated or the claim to which the expedited procedure pertains is clearly unfounded.

A legal representative of the debtor or the universal successor of the debtor may file an appeal against the payment order within two months of learning
about the payment order if it has become evident that grounds for suspension existed at the time the court decision was made, but the court was not or could
not have been aware of these. The person filing an appeal against the ruling should do so on the basis of one of the circumstances specified above.
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European payment order - Ireland

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

There is no specific “order for payment” procedure in Ireland but a plaintiff who is owed a specific amount of money or whose claim is easily quantifiable may
receive judgment in default.

1.1 Scope of procedure

If the defendant fails to enter an appearance or a defence to the plaintiff's claim, then the plaintiff may obtain judgment in default. Where the original claim is
for a liquidated or definite sum, final judgment may be entered in the Central Office of the High Court or in the Circuit Court Office, depending on the amount
of the claim (except in a small number of cases e.g. moneylending matters, in which case the plaintiff must make an application for judgment in default or
obtain the leave of the court to have judgment entered in their favour). In other words, in many straightforward debt collection cases, the plaintiff/claimant can
obtain judgment in default without having to go to court and can obtain the judgment from the relevant court office though an administrative procedure.

If the claim is not for a definite sum of money, then the plaintiff must apply to court for judgment and judgment may not be obtained otherwise than through
going to court.

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

Judgment may be obtained by default in almost any type of case. This procedure is not limited to contractual or pecuniary claims, although the system is
even more straightforward for such cases. The main exceptions include moneylending matters.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

No.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

The use of the procedure is optional, as the plaintiff must take certain steps before he or she will be granted judgment in default: for example lodging the
necessary papers in the relevant court office or issuing and serving a notice of motion and affidavit on the defendant. Where a defendant has failed or
refused to answer a plaintiff's claim and if the plaintiff does not pursue the judgment in default procedure, then the only alternative for the plaintiff is not
pursuing the claim any further.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

Subject to agreements between countries on the recognition and enforcement of judgments between Ireland and other Member States (Council Regulation
(EC) No. 44/2001 of 22 December 2000 on jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters now replaced by
Council Regulation (EU) No 1215/2012), or similar agreements made with third countries, the procedure is available if the defendant lives in another



jurisdiction. Where the defendant resides outside the jurisdiction, the plaintiff must ensure that the defendant is properly served in accordance with the
relevant rules of court that apply to service out of the jurisdiction. If a defendant who resides in another jurisdiction fails to enter an appearance or a defence
to the claim, the plaintiff can apply to court for judgment in default in the normal way.

1.2 Competent court

The competent court depends on the nature or amount of the claim involved. The plaintiff should apply to the court where he or she instituted the
proceedings and that court is in a position to ascertain whether or not the defendant entered any appearance or defence and whether the time for so doing
has elapsed. If the amount of the claim is less than €75,000 (€60,000 for personal injuries actions), then the plaintiff may bring their claim in the Circuit Court.
If it is greater than that amount, the claim must be brought in the High Court. If the amount of the claim is less than €15,000, the claim must be brought in the
District Court. If the claim is for less than €2,000, the claim may be brought in under the Small Claims procedure.

1.3 Formal requirements

The plaintiff must ensure that they follow the correct procedures as prescribed by the rules of court. They must serve the proceedings on the defendant. If the
defendant fails to enter an appearance or a defence, then the plaintiff may seek judgment in default. If the claim is for a liquidated sum, then all the plaintiff
has to do is to have made the request or demand for payment and once that has been done, the plaintiff is generally entitled to judgment from the office of
the relevant court without the need for a court order or for an application to a judge. The relevant staff of the court office involved then check to see if the
defendant has acknowledged the claim, whether the time limits for so doing have expired and that the plaintiff has provided the office with the necessary
evidence such as an affidavit of service and an affidavit of debt specifying the sum then actually due.

Where the claim is for an unspecified amount or if the claim is not readily quantifiable, then the plaintiff must make an application to the court for judgment in
default.

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

Yes. In the High Court, the relevant Rule for judgment in default of appearance is Order 13 of the [ Rules of the Superior Courts 1986 as amended and for
judgment in default of defence it is Order 27. In the Circuit Court, an application for judgment in default must be supported by certain documentation including
the original claim document itself and a declaration of service of the claim. In addition, the application for judgment must be in accordance with Forms 9 and
10 of the Schedule of Forms annexed to the [=" Circuit Court Rules 2001. The forms can be obtained in a schedule attached to the Rules.

Similarly, in the case of the District Court the forms are available as a Schedule to the [ District Court Rules.

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

No. However, if the claim is worth over €75,000 (€60,000 for personal injuries actions), then it is a Circuit Court claim and if it involves complicated issues,
then it is advisable, though not obligatory, to have legal advice and representation.

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

The initial claim must set out the parties names, addresses and, if applicable, occupation. It must also set out the amount of the claim, a description of how
the claim arose/the cause of action and the details of any demands that were made for payment.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

In the initial claim, the plaintiff/claimant sets out all the relevant details regarding the claim such as the amount owed/being claimed, the details of how the
claim arose, the demands for payment and a description, if applicable and depending on the nature of the claim, of any other relevant facts such as details of
any injuries or losses suffered, treatment received or any other adverse consequences stemming from the cause of action

1.4 Rejection of application

The court will reject a request or application for judgment in default where the applicant has failed to comply with the requirements of the rules of court. For
example, if the rules regarding to service of the documents have not been properly complied with, the claim for judgment in default will fail.

1.5 Appeal

If the court refused to grant judgment in default it is usually because the plaintiff was not in compliance with the rules of court and so it may be necessary for
the plaintiff to begin again by serving a new claim against the defendant in accordance with the applicable rules of court.

A defendant may apply to set aside a judgment given in default. In order to successfully appeal a judgment in default, a defendant would have to satisfy the
court of his or her reason for failing to enter the appearance or defence and the court would have to be satisfied that the reasons given explain or justify that
failure. If the defendant successfully appeals against the judgment, it will then be set aside and the defendant will have an opportunity to defend the
proceedings.

1.6 Statement of opposition

If the court is of the view that the judgment ought to be set aside, then the defendant may defend the proceedings and enter a defence and the case will
proceed in the normal way.

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

If a defendant enters a defence within the time allowed by the rules or by the court as the case may be, then the case will proceed in the normal way. The
judge will determine how the case is to proceed in the event of any directions being necessary in this regard.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

The failure to file a defence may result in the plaintiff entering judgment in default of defence.

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

Judgment in default is an enforceable judgment. See the answers to 1.3.d) above.

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

The defendant may apply to court to have the judgment varied or set aside. This application would be heard by the same court. The court can set aside the
judgment if of the view that it would be just to do so and if there was any impropriety involved in obtaining the judgment or if it is satisfied the defendant has a
real prospect of defending the claim. Either party can appeal against an order setting aside the judgment or refusing to set aside judgment.
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European payment order - Greece

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

There is a possibility to issue a payment order. The provisions of Articles 623 — 634 of the Code of Civil Procedure, i.e. Presidential Decree 503/1985, as
amended and in force, are applicable.

1.1 Scope of procedure



Civil and commercial matters: disputes governed by private law if the law does not make them subject to the jurisdiction of other courts (Article 1 of the Code
of Civil Procedure)

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

Money claims or claims for securities, namely, claims from cheques, bills, promissory notes, if the claim and the amount due are certified by a public or
private document, and if these claims are expressed in euro or in another foreign currency (Article 623 of the Code of Civil Procedure).

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

No, there is no upper limit regarding the value of the claim.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

The payment order procedure is optional since the creditor may always bring an ordinary action for which a declaratory trial of his/her claim starts after which
a judgment on his/her claim is given, in contrast with the payment order procedure, whereby the payment order, which is not a judgment but an enforceable
instrument, is given (Article 631 of the CCP).

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

No, a payment order cannot be issued (and if issued, is null and void) if it is to be served on a person who resides abroad or his/her domicile is unknown,
unless that person has legally appointed a representative ad litem in Greece (Article 624 of the Code of Civil Procedure). Venue is the place where the
debtor is physically (corpore) established at the time of service.

1.2 Competent court

The magistrate is responsible for money claims of up to twenty thousand euros (EUR 20 000), and the judge of the Court of First Instance for all other money
claims. Territorial jurisdiction, namely the court having jurisdiction ratione loci, is determined on the basis of the general provisions on local competence,
namely, on the basis of the provisions of Articles 22 to 41 of the Code of Civil Procedure. For example, on the basis of these provisions, the court (District
Civil Court or Court of First Instance) for the debtor’s place of domicile or for the place of issue of the debt instrument (e.g. cheque) or for the place of
acceptance or payment of the bill of exchange, may have jurisdiction ratione loci.

1.3 Formal requirements

The application is made:

(A) orally before the magistrate through the preparation of a relevant report (Article 626 (1), in conjunction with Article 215 (2) of the Code of Civil Procedure)
without excluding the option to submit a written application or

(B) mandatorily in writing to the judge of the Court of First Instance upon written request to the Registry of the Court of First Instance which must contain:

the court to which the application is lodged (District Civil Court or Court of First Instance);

the legal instrument type, namely ‘Application for a Payment Order’;

the name, surname, father’'s name and place of domicile of all parties: the creditor and the debtor - and/or their legal representatives, and, if they are legal
persons, their trade name and registered office;

the subject-matter of the legal instrument, in a clear, defined, succinct and legible manner, written in Greek, and if it contains documents in a foreign
language, e.g. invoices in a foreign language, a statutory translation thereof must be furnished;

the date and signature of the party or his/her legal representative or authorised representative and, where the presence of an attorney is mandatory, the
attorney’s signature;

the address and, in particular, the street and number of the dwelling or office or shop of the party bringing the action, of his/her legal representative and of his
/her authorised representative;

a request for a payment order; and

the claim and the exact amount of money or securities, together with any interest due on the requested payment (Article 626(1) and (2) in conjunction with
Articles 118 and 119 (1) of the Code of Civil Procedure).

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

No, the use of a standard form is not mandatory.

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

Yes, if the application is lodged to the Court of First Instance and concerns claims of more than twenty thousand euros (EUR 20 000), or to the District Civil
Court for claims of twelve thousand euros (EUR 12 000) to twenty thousand euros (EUR 20 000).

If the application is lodged to the District Civil Court and concerns a claim of up to twelve thousand euros (EUR 12 000), the party may bring or defend court
proceedings without being represented by an authorised attorney (Article 94 of the Code of Civil Procedure).

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

The application for a payment order must specify at least very briefly the type of legal act from which the claim owed (= debt) resulted, e.g. claims under loan
contracts or sale contracts, lease receivables or outstanding cheques. The type of contract or legal act in general also constitutes the grounds for payment
and the time when it arose, for example, the time when the debtor should have paid the amount requested and failed to do so must be stated specifically.
The application must then list the documents furnished from which the type and amount of the claim result according to such application.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

The existence of the claim for a payment order may be proved only by documents since witnesses cannot be examined under this procedure. These
documents shall be submitted with the application and retained at the Registry of the Court until the time limit for opposition expires, so that the party against
which the payment order is directed - debtor of the claim is notified thereof. All documents (private and public) that have probative value pursuant to

Articles 432 — 465 of the Code of Civil Procedure, including securities (e.g. cheques, bills of exchange), are accepted as evidence. These documents must
state unambiguously the capacity and details (full name) of the creditor - beneficiary, the capacity and details of the debtor, as well as the reasons and
amount of the claim.

In particular, any document which is not public and which, pursuant to Article 443 of the Code of Civil Procedure, must bear the issuer’'s handwritten
signature in order to have probative value is considered as a private document and any person who undertakes obligations arising from the document is
considered as an issuer.

Any document which has been drawn up in the proper form by a public official or by a person who performs public services is considered as a public
document (e.g. notarised deeds).

1.4 Rejection of application

The application shall be rejected:

(A) if the legal requirements for issuing the payment order are not met and thus, if the claim or its amount or the debtor or beneficiary are not proved
immediately and unambiguously by the accompanying documents or



(B) if the applicant does not provide explanations requested by the judge or refuses to comply with the recommendations on the filling in or correction of his
/her application or on certification of the authenticity of the signatures on any private documents furnished (Articles 628 and 627 of the Code of Civil
Procedure). Since the competent judge may request further details, documents and corrections from the applicant, if the latter does not comply, the
application is rejected on this ground.

The rejection is indicated at the end of the application, and the ground for rejection is stated briefly. This means that the competent judge does not issue a
judgment and, therefore, this note concerning the rejection cannot be contested by appeal. Of course the applicant - creditor may still bring an ordinary action
concerning his/her claim (see supra, 1.1.3) or lodge a new application for a payment order (Article 628(3) of the Code of Civil Procedure).

1.5 Appeal

No right of appeal may be exercised if the application for a payment order is rejected.

1.6 Statement of opposition

If the application for a payment order is accepted and a payment order is issued, the debtor against whom it is directed may lodge an opposition against the
payment order within fifteen (15) working days from the date of service of the payment order (Article 632(1) of the Code of Civil Procedure). The opposition
may also be lodged before the payment order is served.

The court having jurisdiction ratione loci and ratione materiae is the court, District Civil Court or a Court of First Instance, which issued the payment order.
The opposition shall be heard (Article 632(2) of the Code of Civil Procedure) in accordance with the combined provisions of Articles 643, 649 and 650 of the
Code of Civil Procedure, which fall within the special procedures for debt instruments and tenancy disputes, in conjunction with the provisions on ordinary
proceedings which are not contrary to the provisions on the above-mentioned special procedures (Article 591(1)(a) of the Code of Civil Procedure).

The opposition, the service of which must be effected within the above-mentioned time limit of fifteen (15) working days and which is otherwise inadmissible,
must be served either on the attorney who signed the application for the payment order or at the address of the person against whom the payment order is
directed, stated in the payment order, unless any change of address has been notified by means of a legal instrument (Article 632(1)(b) of the Code of Civil
Procedure).

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

The lodging of an opposition shall not suspend the enforcement of the payment order, which is a directly enforceable instrument (Article 631 of the Code of
Civil Procedure). However, the Court that issued the payment order may, using the procedure for interim measures laid down in Article 686 of the Code of
Civil Procedure and after an application is lodged by the party against which the payment order is directed, order suspension, with or without guarantee or
conditionally, until the final judgment on the opposition which must have been lodged is given.

The conditions for acceptance of the application for suspension of enforcement of the payment order are the following: (a) lodging of the opposition in due
time and (b) speculation on the success of at least one ground of the opposition.

The judgment ordering suspension deprives it of its enforceable nature and weakens its enforceability as an instrument.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

If an opposition is not lodged in due time (within fifteen days from the service of the payment order), the party in favour of which the payment order has been
issued may again serve the order on the debtor, who has a second opportunity to lodge an opposition. Namely, the latter may lodge an opposition within ten
working days from the date of fresh service. In this case, the above-mentioned suspension shall not be ordered (see note 1.7).

If this time limit of ten days is also exceeded, the payment order acquires the force of res judicata, which means that not only the payment order but also the
claim are fully valid, on the basis of the historical and legal ground stated in the payment order.

The res judicata of the payment order against which an opposition was not lodged in due time may be reversed only using the extraordinary remedy of
reopening of the case. This may be brought on very limited, mainly formal grounds (Articles 633(2) and 544 of the Code of Civil Procedure) and within the
time limit laid down in Article 544(3) and (4) of the Code of Civil Procedure before the court which issued the payment order.

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

The payment order is an instrument which is enforceable from its date of issuance (Article 631 of the Code of Civil Procedure). Thus, no other actions are
required in order for it to become enforceable and, therefore, if suspension of the enforcement is not ordered, the enforcement proceedings shall be initiated,
in summary, as follows:

The order for enforcement is added to the original payment order, namely the phrase ‘In the name of the Greek people’ is added at the beginning of the text
of the payment order and the phrase ‘Each bailiff is ordered to enforce this decision, etc.” is added at the end, an official copy (writ of execution) thereof is
issued and an order (call) for payment of the amount of the payment order is subsequently served on the debtor.

However, if the payment order is not served within two (2) months from its issuance, it ceases to be in force (Article 630 A of the Code of Civil Procedure)
1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

The judgment on the opposition is not final but is subject to all rights of appeal.
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European payment order - Spain

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

Yes, there is an Order for Payment Procedure. Its main purpose is to protect credit. It operates by creating an enforceable instrument for those debts that
satisfy a series of requirements laid down in legislation.

Legal counsels are authorised to deal with and decide on order for payment procedures in accordance with the procedures laid down in procedural legislation
1.1 Scope of procedure

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

It applies to pecuniary debts that are certain, due and payable for a specified sum. Since 31 October 2011 there has been no limit on the amount involved.
The debt must be evidenced in one of the following ways:

a) By means of documents, whatever their form, type or physical medium, signed by the debtor or bearing the debtor’s stamp, mark or trade mark or any
other sign, physical or electronic.

b) By means of invoices, delivery notes, certificates, telegrams, faxes or any other documents which, even if created unilaterally by the creditor, are normally
used to document credits and debts in relationships of such a type as that existing between the creditor and the debtor.

c) Where, together with the document recording the debt, commercial documents are produced which prove the existence of a long-standing previous
relationship.



d) In cases concerning property under joint ownership (propiedad horizontal), where evidence of the debt is provided in the form of certificates of non-
payment of sums due in respect of common expenses payable by the owners of properties in urban apartment blocks.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

No, there has been no upper limit since 31 October 2011.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

Optional.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

No, except for debts for non-payment of common expenses payable by owners of properties in urban apartment blocks or condominiums, since in this case
the court of the place where the property is located also has jurisdiction, at the choice of the applicant.

1.2 Competent court

The Court of First Instance in the domicile or residence of the debtor, or in the place where the urban property that is governed by the regulations on urban
properties in joint ownership is located.

1.3 Formal requirements

The claimant must submit a written claim identifying the creditor and the debtor, with brief details of the origin of the debt and the amount.

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

It is not obligatory, but standard forms are available from the Court Clerk’s Office or Common Procedural Services. The form can be downloaded by clicking
on this link:[" form.

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

When presenting the initial application for the order for payment procedure, representation by a court representative or legal representative is not necessary.
But if the applicant wishes to be defended by a lawyer, the other party must be informed so that they can take whatever steps they consider necessary in
their defence.

In the event of objection by the debtor or enforcement proceedings, legal representation by a lawyer and a court representative is mandatory if the amount of
the claim is more than €2 000.

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

A brief explanation must be provided of how the debt arose.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

See section 1.1.1 above.

1.4 Rejection of application

Failure to satisfy the above requirements regarding territorial jurisdiction and the provision of prima facie evidence, or failure to make good a procedural
defect will mean that the court will reject the application. A decision to reject the application can be appealed to the Provincial Court (Audiencia Provincial).
In the case of contracts between traders and consumers, the judge must assess of his or her own motion whether or not any unfair terms are present. Should
the judge consider after hearing the parties that unfair terms are present, he or she will determine the consequences of this conclusion, which may be that
the claim is inadmissible or that the procedure is to continue without application of the unfair terms. This decision can also be appealed to the Provincial
Court (Audiencia Provincial).

1.5 Appeal

A decision to reject the application can be appealed to the Provincial Court. The appeal must be filed within 20 days with the original court.

1.6 Statement of opposition

The debtor has a period of 20 days from the date of the demand for payment, and then until 3 p.m. on the day following the expiry of that period, in which to
pay or to lodge an objection. The objection must be made in writing. It is not possible to make it orally in court. If the amount of the claim is more than €2 000
the objection must be signed by a lawyer and a court representative. There are no specific grounds for appeal, and the debtor may assert both substantive
and purely formal or procedural grounds.

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

If the amount of the claim is not more than €6 000, the legal counsel will make an order bringing the order for payment procedure to an end and stating that
the case must proceed under the fasttrack procedure. Notice of the objection is served on the applicant, who has 10 days in which to lodge a written
challenge. In their respective objections and challenges the parties may ask for a hearing to be held.

If the amount of the claim is more than €6 000 and the applicant does not file the relevant claim within one month of being served notice of the objection, the
proceedings will be dismissed and the applicant will be ordered to pay costs.

If the applicant files a claim, notice of it is served on the defendant, who has 20 days in which to contest it, and the case proceeds under the ordinary
procedure.

If the amount of the claim is more than €6 000, the court will allow the creditor a period of one month in which to submit a claim under the ordinary procedure.
If, in the light of the arguments put forward in the objection, the creditor does not wish to continue the ordinary proceedings, he or she must expressly
withdraw the claim.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

If the debtor fails to reply to the demand for payment or does not appear, the legal counsel will issue an order bringing the order for payment procedure to an
end and will notify the creditor of the order to enable the creditor to begin enforcement action, which he or she may do by means of a simple application.
1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

The creditor needs to file an application for enforcement. If the amount is more than €2 000 the application must be signed by a lawyer and a court
representative

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

There is no appeal. The only option is to file an objection against the enforcement action on specific grounds.
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European payment order - France

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure



Provision is made for a simplified order for payment procedure, known as the ‘procédure d’injonction de payer, in Articles 1405 to 1425 of the Code of Civil
Procedure.

1.1 Scope of procedure

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

The procedure is available for the recovery of all claims of contractual origin, or resulting from an obligation imposed by the rules governing a profession or
occupation, and of fixed amount.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

The procedure is available for the recovery of all claims of contractual origin, or resulting from an obligation imposed by the rules governing a profession or
occupation, and of fixed amount.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

The procedure is optional.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

Proceedings of this kind must be brought before the court with jurisdiction for the place of residence of the debtor or one of the debtors concerned, which
excludes recourse to the procedure when the sole debtor lives abroad.

1.2 Competent court

The application must be brought before the district court (tribunal d’instance), the local court (juridiction de proximité), the president of the commercial court (
tribunal de commerce) or, from 1 January 2013, the president of the regional court (fribunal de grande instance), depending on which court has jurisdiction in
a case of the kind at issue.

The court of the place of residence of the debtor or one of the debtors against whom proceedings are brought has exclusive jurisdiction. This is a rule of
public policy (ordre public), and the court must raise any question of lack of jurisdiction of its own motion.

1.3 Formal requirements

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

The formal requirements list certain information that must be included in the application:

the surnames, first names, professions and home addresses (domiciles) of the creditors and debtors, or, for legal persons their form, name and registered
office;

a precise indication of the amount claimed, with the breakdown of the various components of the claim, and its basis.

There is a form which though not compulsory is strongly recommended. This is a CERFA form available from the Ministry of Justice website and from the
clerk’s office (greffe) of all the courts concerned.

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

The application can be submitted by the creditor himself or herself or by any representative.

1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

The reason for the claim does not have to be presented in detail, but only in summary (see reply 1.3.1 above).

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

The application must be accompanied by supporting documents showing the validity of the claim (invoices, lease agreement, contract of sale, credit
agreement, statements, etc.). The rules of ordinary law governing civil procedure are applicable.

1.4 Rejection of application

Before issuing an order to pay the court will examine the validity of the application and may reject it, in whole or in part, if it deems that the claim is not well-
founded.

1.5 Appeal

If the application is rejected the creditor has no right of appeal, but is free to follow the procedures of ordinary law, i.e. to sue for payment of a debt in the
ordinary way.

1.6 Statement of opposition

The debtor has a period of one month in which to object (former opposition), either in person at the clerk’s office of the court which issued the order or by
registered letter addressed to the same clerk’s office. There are no other requirements of form for such objection .

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition

The submission of an objection initiates proceedings. The clerk of the court summons all the parties to a hearing (even those who have not entered an
objection). Within the limits of the jurisdiction given to it, the court will consider not only the initial application but also any ancillary applications and pleas in
defence on the merits.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

After a period of one month following notification has passed, the creditor applies to the clerk’s office of the court which issued the order, asking it to append
an order for enforcement. There are no formal requirements for this application (the creditor may simply make a statement or send a letter by ordinary post).
The enforcement order confers on the order for payment all the effects of a judgment in a defended case.

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

The decision is not subject to ordinary appeal (appel) or appeal on a point of law to the Court of Cassation (pourvoi en cassation). The only possible
challenge is to bring an appeal on a point of law to the Court of Cassation against the way in which the enforcement order was appended by the clerk of the
court.

Related links

[" Ministry of Justice website

[=" Legifrance website
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1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

The Republic of Croatia applies the European order for payment, and the procedure for issuing such orders is governed by the provisions of the Civil
Procedure Act (Zakon o parni¢nom postupku) (Narodne Novine (NN; Official Gazette of the Republic of Croatia), Nos 53/91, 91/92, 112/99, 129/00, 88/01,
117/03, 88/05, 2/07, 96/08, 84/08, 123/08, 57/11, 25/13, 89/14 and 70/19) and the Rules on the Manner of Lodging an Application for the Issuing of a
European Order for Payment and a Statement of Opposition against a European Order for Payment (Pravilnik o nacinu podnosenja zahtjeva za izdavanje
europskog platnog naloga i prigovora protiv europskog platnog naloga) (NN No 124/13).

1.1 Scope of procedure

The European order for payment procedure applies to the collection of pecuniary claims for a specific amount that have fallen due at the time when the
application for a European order for payment is submitted. A European order for payment procedure was created by means of Regulation (EC) No 1896
/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 creating a European order for payment procedure, and that Regulation applies in
cross-border civil and commercial legal matters, irrespective of the type of court, with the derogations provided in the Regulation.

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

Claims that relate to claims on money (pecuniary claims). Only claims that are contractual or non-contractual liabilities and that have been nominally
determined may form the subject of a claim.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

There is no upper limit to the value of the claim.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

The use of the procedure is not obligatory because the applicant (claimant) is free to decide on the manner in which he or she will make their claim, as long
as it does not contradict the mandatory rules and the rules on public morality. The payment order will be issued by the court even though the applicant did
not suggest the issuing of a payment order in their claim, if all the requirements for issuing an order have been met. Therefore, the issuing of the payment
order is mandatory for the court if the requirements for issuing it have been met.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

Yes.

1.2 Competent court

The decision on applications to issue and review — and to provide a certificate of enforceability for — the European order for payment pursuant to
Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006 lies with the municipal court (opcinski sud), or commercial court frgovacki sud) in cases concerning matters under the
jurisdiction of commercial courts, according to the place of residence or usual place of residence or registered office of the defendant.

1.3 Formal requirements

The application for a European order for payment and the statement of opposition to the order are to be submitted solely in machine-readable form if the
court deems that these acts are suitable for machine processing. The application form may be submitted in paper form or by any other means of
communication accepted by the court.

The manner of submitting applications for the European order for payment and the statement of opposition against that order are governed by the Rules on
the Manner of Lodging an Application for the Issuing of a European Order for Payment and a Statement of Opposition against a European Order for
Payment, which entered into force on 17 October 2013.

1.3.1 Is the use of a standardised form obligatory? (if yes, where can that form be obtained?)

The application for issuing a European order for payment and the statement of opposition against the order are to be submitted on the forms prescribed by
Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006 to the competent court. This means that the use of a standardised form in the procedure for issuing a European order for
payment is obligatory, and the forms can be downloaded from the website of the e-Justice portal.

1.3.2 Is representation by a lawyer required?

Any party — natural or legal person — is authorised to freely choose whether they will represent themselves in the proceedings, or will engage an
intermediary, who is usually a lawyer. This means that representation by a lawyer is not obligatory in the procedure of issuing a European order for payment.
1.3.3 In how much detail do | have to describe the reason for the claim?

The party must complete form A (application for a European order for payment) in machine-readable form, which allows the party to provide additional
statements and further information to explain the claim in more detail if necessary.

1.3.4 Is it necessary to present written evidence of the claim at issue? If yes, which documents are admissible as proof?

Point 10 of form A provides for the party to attach evidence available to them and to describe what the specific evidence refers to. Evidence and the taking
down of evidence are governed by Articles 219-271 of the Civil Procedure Act, and the court decides which of the evidence submitted is to be used to
establish the facts of the case. Furthermore, the court decides, acting according to its own convictions, which facts are deemed to have been proved, based
on a thorough and careful appraisal of each item of evidence separately and of all the evidence together, and on the result of the proceedings as a whole.
1.4 Rejection of application

The general rule laid down in Article 109 of the Civil Procedure Act is applied to the rejection of applications. This article states that if the application is not
comprehensible or does not contain everything necessary to act on it, the court will order the submitting party to correct the submission, i.e. to amend it in
accordance with the instructions provided, and will return it for the purposes of correction or amendment. The submission is to be deemed withdrawn if it is
not returned to the court and corrected in line with the instructions received from the court within the time limit provided. If it is returned without any correction
or amendment, it will be dismissed.

1.5 Appeal

A statement of opposition is the legal remedy available to the defendant when an application for a European order for payment has been lodged. In addition,
the parties have the option to review the European order for payment in exceptional cases pursuant to Article 20 of Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006, subject to
the conditions laid down therein.

1.6 Statement of opposition

The defendant may lodge a statement of opposition to the European order for payment with the court of origin using standard form F, which is supplied to
him or her together with the European order for payment. The statement of opposition is to be sent within 30 days of service of the order on the defendant,
and the defendant is to indicate in the statement of opposition that he or she contests the claim, without having to specify the reasons for this.

1.7 Effect of statement of opposition



If the defendant lodges a statement of opposition against the European order for payment within the meaning of Article 16 of Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006,
the further procedure will be carried out in accordance with the rules of the European Small Claims Procedure laid down in Regulation (EC) No 861/2007, if
applicable and, if not, in accordance with the provisions of the Civil Procedure Act on statements of opposition against orders for payment (Article 445a,
Articles 451-456), while taking into account Article 17 of Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006.

1.8 Effect of lack of statement of opposition

If no statement of opposition has been lodged with the court within 30 days of the order for payment being served on the defendant, taking into consideration
an appropriate period for the receipt of the statement of opposition, the court is to declare the enforceability of the European order for payment using the
standard form G.

An enforceable European order for payment (Articles 18 and 19 of Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006), issued by a court in the territory of the European Union,
is an enforcement instrument that can be used to seek enforcement in the Republic of Croatia in the same manner as on the basis of an enforcement
decision by a Croatian court.

1.8.1 What needs to be done in order to obtain an enforceable decision?

As a rule, the applicant must request that the court issue an enforceability clause, and the court declares the enforceability of the European order for
payment using the standard form G.

1.8.2 Is this decision final or is there still a possibility for the defendant to appeal against that decision?

The defendant may request a review of a European order for payment issued in Croatia on the basis of Article 507n of the Civil Procedure Act, taking into
account Article 20 of Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006. The court deciding on the request may postpone the enforcement by applying the appropriate rules of
the enforcement proceedings regarding postponement of enforcement at the debtor’s request. An appeal against a writ of execution for reasons relating to
the claim laid down in the European order for payment is permitted only if these reasons occurred after the order was served and if they could no longer be
presented in the statement of opposition pursuant to Article 16 of Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006.
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European payment order - Italy

1 Existence of an order for payment procedure

Among other summary proceedings, the Italian Code of Civil Procedure (Codice di procedura civile) lists an order for payment procedure (procedimento di
ingiunzione) (Sections 633 et seq.). This is an ex parte proceeding, since the Court rules on the creditor’s application without hearing the debtor or allowing
him or her to submit a response or remarks.

The debtor is heard only subsequently, if he or she challenges the order for payment.

The order for payment can be sought only in respect of certain claims (claim to payment of a sum of money or to delivery of a specific quantity of fungible
goods etc.), and subject to certain conditions set out in the Civil Code (Codice civile), e.g. creditors must provide written proof of their claim.

If the court hearing the claim finds it to be well founded, it will order the debtor to pay the sum within a certain time limit, usually 40 days, but it will also advise
the debtor that he or she may challenge the order within the same period and that, if no objection is lodged, the order for payment will become final and may
be enforced.

1.1 Scope of procedure

The procedure applies to claims brought by creditors owed money or a specific quantity of fungible goods or by anyone with the right to receive a specific
movable asset.

1.1.1 What types of claims are eligible (e.g. only pecuniary claims, only contractual claims etc.)?

Where the procedure relates to a claim to money, the sum must be precisely defined. This in effect rules out the possibility of seeking an order for payment in
respect of non-contractual claims, for example to claim compensation for damage suffered as a consequence of an unlawful act.

1.1.2 Is there an upper limit regarding the value of the claim?

No, there is no upper limit. An order for payment may be sought for claims having any value.

1.1.3 Is the use of that procedure optional or obligatory?

The use of the payment order procedure is optional. A creditor may always bring an ordinary action.

1.1.4 Is the procedure available if the defendant lives in another Member State or in a third country?

Yes.

1.2 Competent court

The order for payment must be sought from the justice of the peace (giudice di pace) or the general court (tribunale) that would have jurisdiction in ordinary
proceedings. The justice of the peace is competent to hear only small claims, according to the criteria set out in Section 7 of the Code of Civil Procedure.
When the application is lodged with the general court, the court sits with a single judge.
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