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Derecho de familia: pensión alimenticia
Derecho mercantil: contratos
Derecho mercantil: responsabilidad
Marco normativo por el que se rigen las retribuciones de las profesiones jurídicas
Abogados
Alemania tiene una sola profesión jurídica ( ) y no distingue entre abogados, procuradores y asesores jurídicos.Rechtsanwalt
Sus honorarios se rigen por la Ley de retribución de los abogados ( , RVG) o por acuerdo al respecto. En principio, estos Rechtsanwaltsvergütungsgesetz
acuerdos son siempre una posible alternativa a las tarifas legales. Debe tenerse en cuenta, no obstante, lo establecido en §el artículo 49b del Reglamento 
federal de la abogacía ( , BRAO) y §§los artículos 3a al 4b de la Ley de retribución de los abogados. En particular, si el Bundesrechtsanwaltsordnung
abogado representa al cliente ante los tribunales, los honorarios convenidos no pueden ser inferiores a los legalmente establecidos. Se admiten siempre 
remuneraciones superiores a las legales.
El anexo sobre retribuciones de la RVG (anexo 1) establece  o  para cada actividad. El importe de la tarifa suele estar en función tarifas fijas tramos de tarifas
de la . Los intervalos de tarifas basadas en la cuantía de la reclamación establecen máximos y mínimos. Los actuales niveles cuantía de la reclamación
figuran en la tabla de tarifas del anexo 2 de la RVG. En cada caso, la tarifa adecuada en el intervalo asignado debe determinarse , ex aequo et bono
teniendo en cuenta todas las circunstancias, en particular el alcance y la dificultad del trabajo, la importancia del caso y los ingresos y la situación 
económica del cliente. Si el abogado asume un cierto riesgo de responsabilidad, puede tenerse también en cuenta para determinar sus honorarios. Se 
aplican intervalos de tarifas con límites máximos y mínimos en diversos campos, en especial en materia penal y social.
Agentes judiciales
Los agentes judiciales ( ) sólo cobran las cantidades establecidas en la  (Gerichtsvollzieher Ley de tasas de los agentes judiciales

, GvKostG), que establece una  para cada tipo de acto.Gerichtsvollzieherkostengesetz tarifa
Tasas fijas
Tasas fijas en los procesos civiles
Tasas fijas para los litigantes en los procesos civiles
El órgano jurisdiccional percibe normalmente una  en función de la . En los , esa tasa se rige tasa de procedimiento cuantía de la reclamación casos civiles
por la  ( , GKG) y por la  (Ley de tasas judiciales Gerichtskostengesetz Ley de tasas judiciales (Asuntos de familia) Gesetz über Gerichtskosten in 

, FamGKG). Las tarifas figuran en el anexo 1 de la Ley correspondiente. Los niveles efectivos en función de la cuantía de la reclamación Familiensachen
figuran en la tabla de tarifas del anexo 2 de la RVG. En los casos civiles generales y los relacionados con litigios familiares, en particular de alimentos, la 
tarifa es de . En los casos matrimoniales, es de  y en los casos relativos a las relaciones paterno-filiales, incluidos la custodia y el derecho de visita, la 3,0 2,0
tarifa es de . La cuantía del procedimiento se determina del modo siguiente:0,5

Por la representación de abogado ante los tribunales, si no se ha acordado una remuneración, . se aplican tarifas en función de la cuantía de la reclamación
La cuantía suele corresponder a la empleada para determinar las tasas judiciales. La RGV establece detalladamente los supuestos e importes de las tarifas, 
dependiendo del tipo de procedimiento. Los niveles efectivos de las tarifas en función de la cuantía de la reclamación figuran en la tabla del anexo 2 de la 
RVG. En el procedimiento civil en primera instancia, el abogado suele percibir unos  a una tarifa de  y unos honorarios por procedimiento 1,3 honorarios por 

 a una tarifa de . Si el abogado ayuda a alcanzar un , percibe unos , cuya tarifa en primera consulta 1,2 acuerdo entre las partes honorarios por liquidación
instancia es de .1,0
Fase de los procesos civiles en la que deben pagarse tasas judiciales
En los , las tasas judiciales deben pagarse . En casos civiles generales, de alimentos y matrimoniales antes de emprender la acción o presentar la solicitud
los , se pagan al término del proceso. Salvo acuerdo en contrario, la retribución del abogado se paga al casos relativos a las relaciones paterno-filiales
finalizar la tramitación del caso. Sin embargo, el abogado tiene derecho legal a percibir un anticipo.
Tasas fijas en los procesos penales
Tasas fijas en los procesos penales
En los asuntos penales, sólo se imponen tasas judiciales una vez dictada . El importe se determina en función de la pena impuesta y oscila entre sentencia

 y  en primera instancia. Si no se han acordado las tarifas, el abogado, sea de la defensa o como representante de las otras partes 140 1 000 EUR
interesadas, percibe honorarios dentro de un marco establecido.
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En los , la fija discrecionalmente el órgano jurisdiccional, teniendo en cuenta las circunstancias específicas de cada asunto, en casos matrimoniales
particular su dimensión e importancia y las circunstancias económicas y la renta de los cónyuges. Esta se calcula multiplicando por tres los ingresos netos 
de ambos cónyuges. El tribunal suele fijar la cuantía del procedimiento en esa cantidad.
En los , la cuantía suele depender del importe de la reclamación. En los , la cuantía se basa en los casos relativos a litigios familiares casos de alimentos
futuros pagos de alimentos reclamados, sin que pueda exceder de la cantidad anual pagada por este concepto. Los atrasos acumulados hasta la 
presentación de la solicitud se incluyen en el cálculo.
En los , incluidos la custodia y el derecho de visita, la tarifa es de 3 000 EUR.casos relativos a las relaciones paterno-filiales



Fase de los procesos penales en la que deben pagarse tasas judiciales fijas
Las tasas judiciales se pagan . Salvo acuerdo en contrario, la retribución del abogado se paga al finalizar su mandato. Sin tras la aprobación de la sentencia
embargo, el abogado tiene derecho legal a percibir un anticipo.
Tasas fijas en los procesos constitucionales
Tasas fijas para los litigantes en los procesos constitucionales
Excepto en caso de demandas infundadas, no hay tasas judiciales por los procedimientos ante el Tribunal Constitucional Federal (Bundesverfassungsgericht
) (§artículo 34 de la Ley del Tribunal Constitucional Federal [ ]). Sólo es necesario contratar abogado cuando hay juicio Bundesverfassungsgerichtsgesetzes
oral ante el Tribunal Constitucional Federal (§artículo 22 de la Ley del Tribunal Constitucional Federal).
Fase de los procesos constitucionales en la que deben pagarse tasas judiciales
Salvo acuerdo en contrario, la retribución del abogado se paga al . Sin embargo, el abogado tiene derecho legal a percibir un finalizar la tramitación del juicio
anticipo.
Información previa que deben aportar los representantes legales
Derechos y obligaciones de las partes
El abogado debe prestar al cliente , y proponerle los medios más seguros y menos peligrosos para conseguir el toda la información y asesoramiento
objetivo. Ha de advertirle además de , de modo que el cliente pueda tomar una decisión informada. El volumen de información depende de lo que los riesgos
considere que necesita saber el cliente. El abogado debe . Antes de que el asunto vaya a juicio, responder íntegra y verazmente a las preguntas de éste
debe exponerle las previsiones y los riesgos de litigar, incluidos los posibles costes y las previsiones de éxito.
El abogado tiene  en ciertos casos:obligaciones especiales de información

Fuente jurídica de las costas
¿Dónde puedo obtener información sobre las fuentes jurídicas reguladoras de las costas en Alemania?
La normativa sobre costas puede obtenerse en librerías y, en su versión actualizada, gratuitamente por Internet.
¿En qué lenguas puedo encontrar información sobre las fuentes jurídicas reguladoras de las costas en Alemania?
La información está en alemán.
¿Dónde puedo encontrar información adicional sobre las costas?
Información en línea sobre las costas
Las  están disponibles en la página web del Ministerio Federal de Justicia y Protección del Consumidor (Bundesministerium 

). Las diversas leyes sobre costas pueden descargarse introduciendo la abreviatura correspondiente (GKG, FamGKG, der Justiz und für Verbraucherschutz
GvKostG y RVG).
¿Dónde puedo encontrar información sobre la duración media de los diferentes procesos?
La Oficina Federal de Estadística ( ) elabora una  sobre la administración de justicia. Statistisches Bundesamt serie anual de publicaciones estadísticas La 

, por ejemplo, contiene datos sobre la , desglosados por Estados federales y por los serie 10, subserie 2.1 duración de los procesos civiles en Alemania
tribunales regionales de lo civil y lo penal y tribunales superiores regionales de lo civil y lo penal ( ). Se ofrecen datos específicos de los Oberlandesgericht
tribunales de lo civil y lo penal ( ) y de los tribunales regionales de lo civil y lo penal ( ), por una parte, y los tribunales superiores Amtsgerichte Landgerichte
regionales de lo civil y lo penal ( ), por otra, así como de los procedimientos en primera y segunda instancia. La serie no incluye Oberlandesgerichte
estadísticas sobre la duración del proceso en las distintas clases de asuntos.
¿Dónde puedo encontrar información sobre los gastos totales medios de un determinado proceso?
Pueden adquirirse libros que incluyen tablas con los .posibles gastos medios de los procesos civiles
Impuesto sobre el valor añadido
¿Dónde puede encontrar información sobre el impuesto sobre el valor añadido? ¿Qué tipos se aplican?
Los órganos jurisdiccionales y los agentes judiciales no están sujetos al impuesto sobre el valor añadido (IVA). Los abogados aplican un IVA del 19 %, que 
no está incluido en sus honorarios, sino que se cobra por separado.
Asistencia jurídica gratuita
Umbral de ingresos aplicable en los asuntos civiles
Puede obtener asistencia jurídica gratuita cualquier persona que, por sus circunstancias personales y económicas, no pueda sufragar las costas del 
procedimiento o únicamente pueda asumirlas en parte o a plazos. La defensa jurídica o la actuación judicial previstas deben ofrecer unas perspectivas de 
éxito suficientes y no deben parecer frívolas. Ahora bien, los litigantes deben utilizar sus propios recursos en la medida de lo razonable. Dependiendo del 
nivel de renta del solicitante, la asistencia jurídica gratuita puede concederse , o . El sin obligación de reembolso con la obligación de reembolso a plazos
Ministerio Federal de Justicia ha elaborado un folleto informativo titulado «Asesoramiento jurídico y asistencia jurídica gratuita» (Beratungshilfe und 

), en el que se da respuesta a las preguntas más habituales, con ejemplos.Prozesskostenhilfe
Umbral de ingresos aplicable en los asuntos penales para los acusados
Los límites de renta  a los sospechosos y los acusados. La asistencia jurídica gratuita se rige por otros criterios.no son aplicables
Umbral de ingresos aplicable en los asuntos penales para las víctimas
La asistencia jurídica gratuita se concede en función de los umbrales de . Estos umbrales son de carácter flexible y están determinados por las ingresos
costas previstas del caso, y por la situación social del demandante (obligaciones de alimentos, costes de vivienda). También puede concederse asistencia 
jurídica con la obligación de .reembolsarla a plazos
Otras condiciones aplicables a la concesión de la asistencia jurídica gratuita a las víctimas
Las víctimas de ciertos delitos graves pueden solicitar un asesor jurídico gratuito, con independencia de su situación económica.
Otras condiciones relativas a la concesión de la asistencia jurídica gratuita a los demandados
La asistencia jurídica gratuita a los sospechosos y los acusados (asignación de abogado defensor por el tribunal) no está sujeta a límites de renta, sino a 

 legales. Estas condiciones están relacionadas principalmente con la gravedad del delito, la amenaza de ciertas consecuencias jurídicas (como condiciones

Si sus honorarios están en función de la , está obligado a advertir de este hecho antes de que recibir el encargo de actuar cuantía de la reclamación
(§artículo 49b, apartado 5, del Reglamento federal de la abogacía).
Si se , éste debe advertir que, en caso de imposición de costas, sólo se reembolsarán las costas alcanza un acuerdo sobre la retribución del abogado
legales (§artículo 3a, apartado 1, inciso 3, de la Ley de retribución de los abogados).
Si el abogado acuerda con el cliente el pago de unos , deberá advertirle de que el acuerdo no tiene efecto sobre las restantes honorarios condicionales
costas que el cliente tenga que pagar (§artículo 4a, apartado 3, inciso 2, de la Ley de retribución de los abogados).
Antes de concluir un acuerdo de representación de un cliente en procedimiento de primera instancia ante un , el abogado debe tribunal de lo laboral
advertirle de que sus honorarios no son reembolsables [§artículo 12a, apartado 1, inciso 2, de la Ley de tribunales de lo laboral ( )].Arbeitsgerichtsgesetz

últimas versiones de las leyes



la prohibición de ejercer una profesión o el internamiento en un hospital psiquiátrico o neurológico), la situación de libertad bajo fianza o custodia preventiva 
del acusado, la suspensión de un abogado defensor anterior, la complejidad de la situación fáctica y legal o la imposibilidad del acusado de defenderse a sí 
mismo.
Gratuidad de las tasas judiciales
Conforme al  ( , SGG), los procedimientos ante los tribunales de lo social (§artículo 183 de la Ley de los tribunales de lo social Sozialgerichtsgesetz

) son  (asegurados, pensionistas, incluidos los perceptores de pensiones de viudedad, Sozialgerichte gratuitos para las personas con derecho a ello
discapacitados y sus herederos, siempre que intervengan en el procedimiento como demandantes o demandados). Los demandantes y demandados no 
incluidos en las categorías del §artículo 183 de la SGG deben pagar una  con arreglo al  [  por los procedimientos ante tasa §artículo 184 de la SGG 150 EUR
los tribunales de lo social,  por los procedimientos ante los tribunales regionales de lo social ( ) y  por los 225 EUR Landessozialgerichte 300 EUR
procedimientos ante el Tribunal Federal de lo Social ( )].  establece excepciones a estas reglas especiales Bundessozialgericht §El artículo 197a de la SGG
cuando los gastos que habitualmente se deben pagar con arreglo a la Ley de tasas judiciales sean también aplicables en los procedimientos ante los 
tribunales de lo social, si ni el demandante ni el demandado se encuentran entre las personas señaladas en el .§artículo 183 de la SGG
El régimen aplicable en el  es el siguiente: si se absuelve al acusado, no hay procesamiento o se archivan las actuaciones contra él, las procedimiento penal
tasas (gastos públicos) y los gastos necesarios del acusado se reembolsan, en principio, con cargo al erario público.
¿Cuándo tiene que pagar la parte perdedora las costas de la parte ganadora?
La parte perdedora debe pagar las costas de la otra parte necesarias para la adecuada tramitación del litigio, es decir, los honorarios del abogado y los 

 de la parte ganadora, incluido el  por la asistencia a juicio.gastos de viaje lucro cesante
Honorarios de los peritos
Los peritos  perciben una  establecida en la Ley de retribuciones e indemnizaciones judiciales (convocados por el tribunal remuneración por horas

, JVEG), remuneración que queda a cargo de las partes del procedimiento.Justizvergütungs- und –entschädigungsgesetz
El gasto correspondiente a los peritos contratados  por una de las partes para preparar el   y a título particular litigio no forma parte de las costas procesales
su reembolso se fija en la sentencia. por lo que deben reclamarse . Si una parte contrata a un perito para prestar asesoramiento durante un por separado
litigio, el reembolso de estos gastos dependerá de la necesidad de su intervención en el caso. El gasto de los peritos contratados por el tribunal para fines 
de prueba corresponde a la parte perdedora o, si las partes han tenido únicamente un éxito parcial, a ambas partes, en función del grado respectivo de 
victoria o derrota.
Honorarios de los intérpretes y traductores
Los traductores y los intérpretes  perciben la remuneración establecida en la JVEG, con cargo a las partes en el proceso. Los convocados por el tribunal
intérpretes cobran una , y los traductores, .tarifa por horas por línea
En , las costas por traducción e interpretación de los acusados o interesados necesarios para la defensa o el ejercicio de derechos el procedimiento penal
procesales suelen abonarse con cargo al erario público.
Enlaces relacionados
Ministerio Federal de Justicia y Protección del Consumidor
Equipo de mediación de la Asociación de Abogados de Alemania
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Asociación Federal de Mediación
Asociación Federal de Mediación Empresarial y Laboral
Central de Mediación (CfM)
Ombudsman de la banca privada
Ombudsman de la banca pública
Junta de conciliación del Banco Central de Alemania
Ombudsman del grupo bancario cooperativo de Alemania
Ombudsman de las cajas de ahorro privadas para la construcción
Ombudsman de las cajas de ahorro regionales para la construcción
Comités consultivos y juntas de conciliación del colegio de médicos de Alemania
Junta de Conciliación de Movilidad
Junta de Conciliación del Turismo
Junta de Conciliación del Transporte Local de Renania del Norte-Westfalia
Ombudsman de la Sanidad Privada y el Seguro de Dependencia
Junta de Conciliación de la Asociación Federal Alemana de Directores de Servicios Funerarios
Junta de Conciliación de la Agencia Federal de Redes
Ombudsman Inmobiliario de la Asociación Inmobiliaria Alemana
Juntas de Arbitraje de las Cámaras de Comercio e Industria
Juntas de Conciliación de Tarifas y Licitaciones
Asociación Central Alemana de la Industria del Motor
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Case Study 1 – Family law – Divorce – Germany
In this case study on family law (divorce), Member States were asked to advise the party filing for divorce on litigation costs in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a couple gets married. Later they separate and agree to a divorce.

Case B – Transnational situation: Two nationals from Member State A marry in Member State A. After the wedding, the couple move to another Member 
State (Member State B) where they establish their residence. Shortly thereafter, the couple separates, with the wife returning to Member State A and the 
husband remaining in Member State B. The couple agrees to a divorce. Shortly after her return to Member State A, the wife files for a divorce before the 
courts of Member State B.
Costs in Germany
Costs for court and appeals

Case study
Court Appeals

Initial court fees Initial court fees

Case A Depends on income and assets. Depends on income and assets.

Case B Depends on income and assets. Depends on income and assets.

Costs for lawyers

Case study
Lawyer

Average costs

Case A Depends on income and assets.

Case B Depends on income and assets.

Costs for witness compensation and pledge or security

Case study
Witness compensation Pledge or security

Are witnesses compensated? Does this exist and when and how is it used?

Case A Yes, but witnesses are not normally required. No

Case B Yes, but witnesses are not normally required. No

Costs for legal aid and other reimbursement

Case study

Legal aid Reimbursement

When and under which conditions is it 
applicable?

Can the winning party 
obtain reimbursement of 
litigation costs?

If reimbursement is not total 
what is percentage in general?

Are there instances when legal aid 
should be reimbursed to the legal aid 
organisation?

Case A Depends on income and assets. Yes Half If the person’s income and financial 
circumstances improve and in the case 
of payment by instalments.

Case B

Costs for translation and interpretation

Case 
study

Translation Interpretation Other costs specific to cross-border 
disputes?

When and under which 
conditions is it 
necessary?

Approximate costs?
When and under which 
conditions is it 
necessary?

Approximate costs? Description

Case A

Case B
At the court’s 
discretion.

Usually EUR 1.55 per 55 
keystrokes, plus expenses 
and turnover tax.

At the court’s discretion. EUR 70 per hour, plus 
expenses and turnover tax.

Service of documents abroad.

The national language version of this page is maintained by the respective Member State. The translations have been done by the European Commission 
service. Possible changes introduced in the original by the competent national authority may not be yet reflected in the translations. The European 
Commission accepts no responsibility or liability whatsoever with regard to any information or data contained or referred to in this document. Please refer to 
the legal notice to see copyright rules for the Member State responsible for this page.
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Case Study 1 – Family law – Divorce – Germany
In this case study on family law (divorce), Member States were asked to advise the party filing for divorce on litigation costs in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a couple gets married. Later they separate and agree to a divorce.

Case B – Transnational situation: Two nationals from Member State A marry in Member State A. After the wedding, the couple move to another Member 
State (Member State B) where they establish their residence. Shortly thereafter, the couple separates, with the wife returning to Member State A and the 
husband remaining in Member State B. The couple agrees to a divorce. Shortly after her return to Member State A, the wife files for a divorce before the 
courts of Member State B.
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Case Study 2 – Family law – Custody of children – Germany

In this case study on family law (custody of children), Member States were asked to advise the suing party on litigation costs in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a couple have lived together unmarried for a number of years. They have a 3-year-old child at the time they separate. A court 
grants custody of the child to the mother and right of access to the father. The mother sues to limit the father’s right of access.
Case B – Cross-border situation where you are a lawyer in Member State A: a couple have lived together unmarried in Member State B for a number of 
years. They have a child together but separate immediately after the birth of their child. A court in Member State B grants custody of the child to the mother 
and right of access to the father. The mother and child move to another Member State (Member State A) with the court’s authorisation, while the father 
remains in Member State B. A few years later, the mother takes legal action in Member State A to change the father’s right of access.
Costs in Germany
Costs of proceedings at first instance or appeal or for alternative dispute resolution

Case study Proceedings at first instance Appeal

Initial costs of proceedings Initial costs of proceedings

Case A EUR 54.00 Appeal: EUR 108.00
Appeal on point of law: EUR 162.00

Case B EUR 54.00 Appeal: EUR 108.00
Appeal on point of law: EUR 162.00

Lawyer, bailiff and expert fees

Case study Lawyer Expert

Is there a requirement for legal 
representation?

Average costs
Is there a requirement to call an 
expert?

Costs

Case A No First instance:
EUR 622.00

At the court’s discretion EUR 100.00 per hour, 
plus expenses and VAT

Case B No First instance:
EUR 622.00

At the court’s discretion EUR 100.00 per hour, 
plus expenses and VAT

Cost of covering witnesses’ expenses

Case study Witnesses’ expenses

Are witnesses entitled to reimbursement of their expenses? Costs

Case A
Yes Up to EUR 21 per hour for earnings lost, plus travel and other 

expenses

Case B
Yes Up to EUR 21 per hour for earnings lost, plus travel and other 

expenses

Costs of legal aid and reimbursement of other expenses

Case study Legal aid Reimbursement

What are the conditions?
Can the prevailing party request the award of 
litigation costs?

Are there instances where legal aid must be 
paid back?

Case A Depending on income and assets Yes If the person’s income and financial situation 
improve and in the case of payment by 
instalments.

Case B Depending on income and assets Yes If the person’s income and financial situation 
improve and in the case of payment by 
instalments.

Translation and interpretation costs

Case study
Translation Interpretation Are there other costs relating to 

cross-border disputes?

When and on what conditions is 
translation required?

Approximate 
cost

When and on what conditions is 
interpretation required?

Approximate 
cost

Description
Approximate 
cost

Case A

Case B

At the court’s discretion In most cases 
EUR 1.55 per 
55 characters, 
plus expenses 
and VAT

At the court’s discretion EUR 70 per 
hour, plus 
expenses and 
VAT

Costs of serving 
documents abroad

The national language version of this page is maintained by the respective Member State. The translations have been done by the European Commission 
service. Possible changes introduced in the original by the competent national authority may not be yet reflected in the translations. The European 
Commission accepts no responsibility or liability whatsoever with regard to any information or data contained or referred to in this document. Please refer to 
the legal notice to see copyright rules for the Member State responsible for this page.

Case Study 2 – Family law – Custody of children – Germany

In this case study on family law (custody of children), Member States were asked to advise the suing party on litigation costs in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a couple have lived together unmarried for a number of years. They have a 3-year-old child at the time they separate. A court 
grants custody of the child to the mother and right of access to the father. The mother sues to limit the father’s right of access.
Case B – Cross-border situation where you are a lawyer in Member State A: a couple have lived together unmarried in Member State B for a number of 
years. They have a child together but separate immediately after the birth of their child. A court in Member State B grants custody of the child to the mother 
and right of access to the father. The mother and child move to another Member State (Member State A) with the court’s authorisation, while the father 
remains in Member State B. A few years later, the mother takes legal action in Member State A to change the father’s right of access.
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Case Study 3 – Family law – Maintenance – Germany
In this case study on family law (maintenance), Member States were asked to advise the suing party on litigation costs in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a couple have lived together unmarried for a number of years. They have a 3-year-old child at the time they separate. The court 
grants custody of the child to the mother. The only point of disagreement concerns the amount to be paid by the father to the mother for the child’s 
maintenance and upbringing. The mother sues with respect to this.
Case B – Cross-border situation where you are a lawyer in Member State A: a couple have lived together unmarried in Member State B for a number of 
years. They have a 3-year-old child at the time they separate. A court in Member State B grants custody of the child to the mother. With the agreement of the 
father, the mother and the child move to live in another Member State (Member State A) where they take up their residence.
The only point of disagreement concerns the amount to be paid by the father to the mother for the child’s maintenance and upbringing. The mother sues with 
respect to this in Member State A.
Costs in Germany
Costs of proceedings at first instance or appeal

Case study
Proceedings at first instance Appeal

Initial court fees Initial court fees

Case A Depends on amount of maintenance claimed Depends on amount of maintenance claimed

Case B Depends on amount of maintenance claimed Depends on amount of maintenance claimed

Lawyer, bailiff and expert fees

Case study
Lawyer Bailiff Expert

Is there a 
requirement for legal 
representation?

Average costs
Is there a requirement 
for a bailiff to be 
involved?

Costs following judgment
Is there a 
requirement to call an 
expert?

Costs

Case A Yes Depends on amount of 
maintenance claimed

No Depends on type of 
enforcement measure

At the court’s 
discretion

Based on 
hourly 
rates. 
Levels vary 
according 
to area of 
activity, but 
the 
maximum 
rate is EUR 
100, plus 
expenses 
and VAT

Case B Yes Depends on amount of 
maintenance claimed

No Depends on type of 
enforcement measure

At the court’s 
discretion

Based on 
hourly 
rates. 
Levels vary 
according 
to area of 
activity, but 
the 
maximum 
rate is EUR 
100, plus 
expenses 
and VAT

Cost of covering witnesses’ expenses

Case study
Witnesses’ expenses

Are witnesses entitled to reimbursement of their expenses? Costs

Case A
Yes Up to EUR 17 per hour for earnings lost plus travel and other 

expenses

Case B
Yes Up to EUR 17 per hour for earnings lost plus travel and other 

expenses

Costs of legal aid and reimbursement of other expenses

Case study

Legal aid Reimbursement

Case Study 3 – Family law – Maintenance – Germany
In this case study on family law (maintenance), Member States were asked to advise the suing party on litigation costs in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a couple have lived together unmarried for a number of years. They have a 3-year-old child at the time they separate. The court 
grants custody of the child to the mother. The only point of disagreement concerns the amount to be paid by the father to the mother for the child’s 
maintenance and upbringing. The mother sues with respect to this.
Case B – Cross-border situation where you are a lawyer in Member State A: a couple have lived together unmarried in Member State B for a number of 
years. They have a 3-year-old child at the time they separate. A court in Member State B grants custody of the child to the mother. With the agreement of the 
father, the mother and the child move to live in another Member State (Member State A) where they take up their residence.
The only point of disagreement concerns the amount to be paid by the father to the mother for the child’s maintenance and upbringing. The mother sues with 
respect to this in Member State A.



What are the conditions? Can the prevailing party request the award of 
litigation costs?

Are there instances where legal aid must be 
paid back?

Case A
Depending on income and assets Yes If the person’s income and financial situation 

improve and in the case of payment by 
instalments.

Case B
Depending on income and assets Yes If the person’s income and financial situation 

improve and in the case of payment by 
instalments.

Translation and interpretation costs

Case study
Translation Interpretation Are there other costs relating to 

cross-border disputes?

When and on what conditions is 
translation required?

Approximate cost
When and on what conditions is 
interpretation required?

Approximate cost Description

Case A

Case B

At the court’s discretion Generally EUR 
1.55 per 
55 characters, 
plus expenses 
and VAT

At the court’s discretion EUR 70 per 
hour, plus 
expenses and 
VAT

Costs of serving documents 
abroad

The national language version of this page is maintained by the respective Member State. The translations have been done by the European Commission 
service. Possible changes introduced in the original by the competent national authority may not be yet reflected in the translations. The European 
Commission accepts no responsibility or liability whatsoever with regard to any information or data contained or referred to in this document. Please refer to 
the legal notice to see copyright rules for the Member State responsible for this page.
Case Study 4 – Commercial law – Contracts – Germany
In these case studies on commercial law (contracts), Member States were asked to advise the seller on the costs of proceedings in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a company delivers goods worth EUR 20 000. The seller is not paid because the buyer considers that the goods do not 
correspond to what was agreed.
The seller decides to sue for full payment.
Case B – Cross-border situation: a company based in Member State B delivers goods worth EUR 20 000 to a buyer in Member State A. The contract is 
written in the language of Member State B and falls under its jurisdiction. The buyer in Member State A refuses to pay because, in their opinion, the goods do 
not correspond to what was agreed. The seller decides to sue for full payment in Member State A on the basis of the contract entered into with the buyer.
Costs in Germany
Costs of proceedings at first instance or appeal

Case study Proceedings at first instance Appeal

Initial court fees Initial court fees

Case A
EUR 1 035.00 Appeal: EUR 1 380.00

Appeal on point of law: EUR 1 725.00

Case B
EUR 1 035.00 Appeal: EUR 1 380.00

EUR 1 725.00

Lawyer, bailiff and expert fees

Case study Lawyer Bailiff Expert

Is there a 
requirement for 
legal 
representation?

Average costs
Is there a requirement 
for a bailiff to be 
involved?

Costs following judgment
Is there a 
requirement to call 
an expert?

Costs

Case A Yes First instance:
EUR 2 231

No Depends on type of 
enforcement measure

No Based on hourly 
rates. Levels vary 
according to area of 
activity, but the 
maximum rate is 
EUR 125, plus 
expenses and VAT

Case B Yes First instance:
EUR 2 231

No No Based on hourly 
rates. Levels vary 
according to area of 
activity, but the 
maximum rate is 
EUR 125, plus 
expenses and VAT

Cost of covering witnesses’ expenses

Case study Witnesses’ expenses
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Case Study 4 – Commercial law – Contracts – Germany
In these case studies on commercial law (contracts), Member States were asked to advise the seller on the costs of proceedings in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a company delivers goods worth EUR 20 000. The seller is not paid because the buyer considers that the goods do not 
correspond to what was agreed.
The seller decides to sue for full payment.
Case B – Cross-border situation: a company based in Member State B delivers goods worth EUR 20 000 to a buyer in Member State A. The contract is 
written in the language of Member State B and falls under its jurisdiction. The buyer in Member State A refuses to pay because, in their opinion, the goods do 
not correspond to what was agreed. The seller decides to sue for full payment in Member State A on the basis of the contract entered into with the buyer.



Are witnesses entitled to reimbursement of their expenses? Costs

Case A
Yes Up to EUR 21 per hour for earnings lost, plus travel and other 

expenses

Case B
Yes Up to EUR 21 per hour for earnings lost, plus travel and other 

expenses

Costs of legal aid and reimbursement of other expenses

Case study

Legal aid Reimbursement

When and on 
what conditions 
can legal aid be 
awarded?

When is legal aid 
awarded in full?

What are the 
conditions?

Can the prevailing party 
request the award of 
litigation costs?

What costs are not 
eligible for 
reimbursement?

Are there instances 
where legal aid must 
be paid back?

Case A As a rule no legal 
aid is awarded to 
legal persons 
established 
outside the EU.
General 
requirements:
The party must be 
in a precarious 
financial situation 
(without income or 
assets), and the 
legal action must 
have reasonable 
prospects of 
success and must 
not appear to be 
vexatious.

If the disposable income 
of the party without 
income or assets does 
not exceed EUR 15 after 
deduction of certain 
basic allowances 
received by them or their 
family members and of 
housing and heating 
costs.
Legal aid may also be 
granted in full in other 
cases, but must be 
reimbursed by 
instalments. The amount 
of the instalment 
depends on the 
disposable income.

1. On application (no 
lawyer required in 
order to apply)
2. Procedure still 
ongoing
3. See also column 1.

Yes, to the extent that 
they won

Costs not essential to 
their own legal action 
or defence

See column 2

Case B See case A above See case A above See case A above See case A above See case A above See case A above

Translation and interpretation costs

Case study Translation Interpretation Are there other costs relating 
to cross-border disputes?

When and on what conditions is 
translation required?

Approximate cost
When and on what conditions 
is interpretation required?

Approximate 
cost

Description

Case A

Case B In principle all written submissions 
to the court and all documentary 
evidence must be translated. The 
court may decide that the 
documents need not be translated 
if all the judges dealing with the 
case understand the language in 
question.

In most cases EUR 
1.55 per 
55 characters, plus 
expenses and VAT

The language of the courts is 
German. It may be decided to 
dispense with interpretation if 
all those present have a good 
command of the foreign 
language in question.

EUR 70 per 
hour, plus 
expenses and 
VAT

Costs of serving documents 
abroad

The national language version of this page is maintained by the respective Member State. The translations have been done by the European Commission 
service. Possible changes introduced in the original by the competent national authority may not be yet reflected in the translations. The European 
Commission accepts no responsibility or liability whatsoever with regard to any information or data contained or referred to in this document. Please refer to 
the legal notice to see copyright rules for the Member State responsible for this page.
Case Study 5 – Commercial law – Liability – Germany
In this case study on commercial law (liability), Member States were asked to advise the customer on litigation costs in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a heating equipment manufacturer delivers a heating appliance to an installer. The installer sells the appliance to a customer 
and installs it in the customer’s house. A fire breaks out shortly afterwards. Each of the parties (manufacturer, installer and end customer) is insured. The 
cause of the fire is disputed. Nobody wants to compensate the customer.
The customer decides to sue the heating equipment manufacturer, the installer and the insurance company for damages.
Case B – Cross-border situation: a heating equipment manufacturer in Member State B delivers a heating appliance to an installer in Member State C. The 
installer sells the appliance to a customer and installs it in the customer’s house in Member State A. A fire breaks out shortly afterwards. Each of the parties 
(manufacturer, installer and end customer) is insured by an insurance company in their own Member State. The cause of the fire is disputed. Nobody wants 
to compensate the customer.
The customer decides to sue the heating equipment manufacturer, the installer and the insurance company in Member State A for damages in that Member 
State.
Costs in Germany
Costs of proceedings at first instance or appeal
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Case Study 5 – Commercial law – Liability – Germany
In this case study on commercial law (liability), Member States were asked to advise the customer on litigation costs in the following situations:
Case A – National situation: a heating equipment manufacturer delivers a heating appliance to an installer. The installer sells the appliance to a customer 
and installs it in the customer’s house. A fire breaks out shortly afterwards. Each of the parties (manufacturer, installer and end customer) is insured. The 
cause of the fire is disputed. Nobody wants to compensate the customer.
The customer decides to sue the heating equipment manufacturer, the installer and the insurance company for damages.
Case B – Cross-border situation: a heating equipment manufacturer in Member State B delivers a heating appliance to an installer in Member State C. The 
installer sells the appliance to a customer and installs it in the customer’s house in Member State A. A fire breaks out shortly afterwards. Each of the parties 
(manufacturer, installer and end customer) is insured by an insurance company in their own Member State. The cause of the fire is disputed. Nobody wants 
to compensate the customer.
The customer decides to sue the heating equipment manufacturer, the installer and the insurance company in Member State A for damages in that Member 
State.



Case study Proceedings at first instance Appeal

Initial court fees Initial court fees

Case A Depends on level of damages claimed Depends on level of damages claimed

Case B Depends on level of damages claimed Depends on level of damages claimed

Lawyer, bailiff and expert fees

Case study Lawyer Bailiff Expert

Is there a 
requirement for 
legal 
representation?

Average costs
Is there a requirement for a 
bailiff to be involved?

Costs following judgment
Is there a 
requirement to call an 
expert?

Costs

Case A Yes Depends on 
amount of claim

No Depends on type of 
enforcement measure

Not required by law – 
it is up to the court to 
decide whether an 
expert is necessary

Based on hourly 
rates. Levels vary 
according to area of 
activity, but the 
maximum rate is 
EUR 125, plus 
expenses and VAT

Case B Yes Depends on 
amount of claim

No Depends on type of 
enforcement measure

See above Based on hourly 
rates. Levels vary 
according to area of 
activity, but the 
maximum rate is 
EUR 125, plus 
expenses and VAT

Cost of covering witnesses’ expenses

Case study Witnesses’ expenses

Are witnesses entitled to reimbursement of their expenses? Costs

Case A
Yes Up to EUR 21 per hour for earnings lost, plus travel and other 

expenses

Case B
Yes Up to EUR 21 per hour for earnings lost, plus travel and other 

expenses

Costs of legal aid and reimbursement of other expenses

Case study

Legal aid Reimbursement

When and on what 
conditions can legal aid 
be awarded?

When is legal aid 
awarded in full?

What are the 
conditions?

Can the 
prevailing 
party request 
the award of 
litigation costs?

What costs are not 
eligible for 
reimbursement?

Are there instances 
where legal aid must be 
paid back?

Case A
See case study 4 above See case study 4 above See case study 4 

above
See case 
study 4 above

See case study 4 
above

See case study 4 above

Case B
See case study 4 above See case study 4 above See case study 4 

above
See case 
study 4 above

See case study 4 
above

See case study 4 above

Costs of translation and interpretation

Case 
study

Translation Interpretation Are there 
other costs 
relating to 
cross-
border 
disputes?

When and 
on what 
conditions 
is 
translation 
required?

Approximate 
cost

When and 
on what 
conditions is 
interpretation 
required?

Approximate 
cost

Description

Case 
A

In most cases 
EUR 1.55 per 

EUR 70 per 
hour, plus 

Costs of 
serving 



Case 
B

See case 
study 4 
above

55 characters, 
plus 
expenses and 
VAT

See case 
study 4 
above

expenses 
and VAT

documents 
abroad

The national language version of this page is maintained by the respective Member State. The translations have been done by the European Commission 
service. Possible changes introduced in the original by the competent national authority may not be yet reflected in the translations. The European 
Commission accepts no responsibility or liability whatsoever with regard to any information or data contained or referred to in this document. Please refer to 
the legal notice to see copyright rules for the Member State responsible for this page.
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