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Beschuldigte (Strafverfahren)
Diese Informationsblätter beschreiben, was geschieht, wenn jemand einer Straftat verdächtigt oder beschuldigt wird, die zu einem Gerichtsverfahren führt.
Informationen über geringfügige Vergehen, wie etwa Verkehrsdelikte, die üblicherweise nur mit einer Geldbuße geahndet werden, finden Sie im
Informationsblatt 5. Wenn Sie als Opfer einer Straftat Informationen suchen, finden Sie umfassende Erläuterungen zu Ihren Rechten hier.
Kurzbeschreibung des Strafverfahrens
Die An Garda Siochána (Nationalpolizei Irlands) darf Personen unter verschiedenen Voraussetzungen anhalten und durchsuchen und darf jemanden
festnehmen, vom dem er glaubt, dass er eine mit einer Haftstrafe bedrohte strafbare Handlung begangen hat oder gerade begeht.
Wenn Sie sich bei der Garda (Polizei) in Gewahrsam befinden, erklärt Ihnen ein Angehöriger der An Garda Siochána Ihre Rechte. Sie haben unter anderem
das Recht, mit einem Anwalt oder Arzt zu sprechen und gegebenenfalls die Anwesenheit eines Dolmetschers zu verlangen. Für in Gewahrsam genommene
Kinder gibt es besondere Vorschriften. So muss bei einer Befragung ein geeigneter Erwachsener anwesend sein.
Eventuell werden Sie um Ihre Einwilligung gebeten, Proben für einen DNA-Test abzugeben, sich Ihre Fingerabdrücke nehmen oder sich fotografieren zu
lassen und/oder an einer Gegenüberstellung teilzunehmen.
Im Verlauf der Ermittlungen werden Sie möglicherweise von einem Angehörigen der An Garda Siochána der Begehung einer strafbaren Handlung
beschuldigt. Dies kann mittels eines Charge Sheet (Ermittlungsberichts) geschehen oder Sie erhalten eine Ladung, an einem bestimmten Termin vor Gericht
zu erscheinen. Die Gardai leiten die Ermittlungsakte an den Director of Public Prosecutions (Staatsanwaltschaft) weiter. Die Staatsanwaltschaft entscheidet,
ob der Fall im Namen des Staates verfolgt wird.
Eventuell werden Sie sofort gegen „Station Bail“ (Kaution) mit der Auflage freigelassen, vor Gericht zu erscheinen, oder müssen zu einem späteren Zeitpunkt
beim District Court die Freilassung auf Kaution beantragen.
Geringfügige Vergehen, die als „summary offences“ (Ordnungswidrigkeiten) bezeichnet werden, werden vor dem District Court verhandelt.
Schwerwiegendere Vergehen werden vor einem Richter und Geschworenen verhandelt.
Während des gesamten Strafverfahrens gelten Sie so lange als unschuldig, bis Ihre Schuld erwiesen ist.
Sie haben Anspruch auf rechtlichen Beistand. Wenn Sie sich keinen Rechtsanwalt leisten können, können Sie Prozesskostenhilfe beantragen.
Wenn Sie verurteilt wurden, heißt das, dass Sie der Straftat zweifelsfrei für schuldig befunden wurden. Wenn Sie vor dem District Court verurteilt wurden,
können Sie gegen die Verurteilung oder das Urteil Rechtsmittel einlegen. Werden Sie freigesprochen, ist der Fall damit abgeschlossen und es können keine
weiteren Schritte gegen Sie unternommen werden.
Wenn Sie von einem Schwurgericht einer schweren Straftat für schuldig befunden wurden, haben Sie kein automatisches Recht auf Berufung und Sie sollten
mit Ihren Rechtsberatern das weitere Vorgehen besprechen.
Nähere Informationen zu den einzelnen Schritten im Strafverfahren und zu Ihren Rechten finden Sie in den Informationsblättern. Diese Auskünfte sind kein
Ersatz für rechtlichen Beistand und dienen nur der Orientierung.
Die Rolle der Europäischen Kommission
Bitte beachten Sie, dass die Europäische Kommission in Strafverfahren der Mitgliedstaaten nicht eingreifen und Ihnen daher auch nicht helfen kann, wenn
Sie sich beschweren wollen. In diesen Informationsblättern finden Sie Hinweise, wie und bei wem Sie Ihre Beschwerde vorbringen können.
Klicken Sie auf die nachstehenden Links. Sie finden dort die von Ihnen gesuchten Informationen:
1 – Wie man Rechtsberatung erhält
2 – Ihre Rechte während der strafrechtlichen Ermittlungen
Festnahme
Vernehmung und polizeiliche Ermittlungen
Durchsuchungen
Erste Anhörung vor Gericht
Vorbereitung auf die Hauptverhandlung oder Ablegung eines Geständnisses im Vorverfahren
3 - Ihre Rechte während der Hauptverhandlung
4 - Ihre Rechte nach der Hauptverhandlung
5 - Verkehrsdelikte
Letzte Aktualisierung: 28/03/2012
Die verschiedenen Sprachfassungen dieser Seite werden von den betreffenden Mitgliedstaaten verwaltet. Die Übersetzung wurde vom Übersetzungsdienst
der Europäischen Kommission angefertigt. Es kann sein, dass Änderungen der zuständigen Behörden im Original in den Übersetzungen noch nicht
berücksichtigt wurden. Die Kommission übernimmt keinerlei Verantwortung oder Haftung für Informationen, die dieses Dokument enthält oder auf die es
verweist. Angaben zum Urheberrechtsschutz für EU-Websites sind dem rechtlichen Hinweis zu entnehmen.
Angesichts des Austritts des Vereinigten Königreichs aus der Europäischen Union werden die länderspezifischen Inhalte auf dieser Website derzeit von den
Mitgliedstaaten aktualisiert. Falls Inhalte diesem Austritt noch nicht Rechnung tragen, ist dies unbeabsichtigt und wird berichtigt.
1 - Getting legal advice
Getting independent legal advice is very important when you are involved in some way with the criminal process. The fact sheets tell you when and in what
circumstances you are entitled to be represented by a lawyer. They also tell you what a lawyer will do for you. This general fact sheet tells you how to find a
lawyer and how the costs of the lawyer will be met if you cannot afford to pay.
Finding a lawyer
If you are in custody, and need a lawyer, the Gardaí will have a list of solicitors who will be prepared to come and see you urgently to advise you. Their list
will consist of people who are known to be available to visit Garda Stations on a 24 hour basis.
If you are not in custody, but require advice from a criminal lawyer you can contact the
Law Society of Ireland, who will provide you with the names of
solicitors who do criminal defence work. They are not permitted to recommend any one firm.
A better way to find a lawyer specialising in this work is by word of mouth, if you know people who have been in a similar situation before. Alternatively you
could try the internet, as many law firms now have websites setting out the kind of work that they do best.
Paying for a lawyer

In Ireland, there is a system of legal aid which can provide the services of a lawyer to a person suspected or accused of an offence, at no cost to the person,
in certain circumstances.
If you are detained at the Garda Station for questioning about an offence, and are not working or earn a low wage you will probably be entitled to the services
of a solicitor free of charge, under the
Garda Station Legal Advice Scheme. You have to sign a form for your solicitor, which includes a declaration that
you earn under the permitted limit €20,316.00 or are in receipt of social welfare payments. There is no other paperwork.
If you have been charged with an offence, then you are entitled to apply to the judge, at the court where you appear, for legal aid. This is called a
Certificate for Free Legal Aid. Your solicitor will help you apply to the court. If you don’t have a solicitor, the judge will often offer you legal aid and choose a
solicitor for you. If the charge is a serious offence, and you are not working, you will probably be granted legal aid. If you are working, you may have to fill out
a form, declaring your income and outgoings.
Related links
Criminal legal aid

http://www.legalaid.ie/

Law Society of Ireland
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2 - My rights during the investigation of a crime
What is the purpose of a criminal investigation?
The purpose of a criminal investigation is to respond to a complaint of a criminal act by a member of the public or where the Gardaí suspect there has been a
breach of criminal law, and to detect the offender(s). It is usually the case that a member of the public will report an incident and the Gardaí will respond by
launching an investigation as to whether there has in fact been a breach of criminal law and if so they will begin to investigate the matter further.
Who carries out the investigation?
In almost all cases the right to investigate crime lies with the Irish Police known as
An Garda Síochána. The Gardaí may receive legal guidance as to how
best to progress their investigation from the Chief Prosecution Solicitors Office (The Director of Public Prosecutions) who are the legal officers who conduct
most prosecutions on behalf of the Irish state.
What are the stages of a criminal investigation?
The first stage of a criminal investigation is the making of a complaint by a member of the public or the detection of a suspected crime by a Garda (member
of the Irish police). The Gardaí will ascertain whether the incident as reported is a criminal offence and if it is they will begin to investigate the offence.
It is at this stage that the Gardaí will decide whether the suspected offence is deemed to be ‘serious’ or not. The term ‘serious’ means any offence that could
in theory carry a term of imprisonment of at least five years. If the offence falls into this category it can be investigated by the Gardaí by using their power to
arrest and detain you in a Garda station and during that detention to question you. The rights of arrest, detention and questioning will be discussed later in
this factsheet.
If the offence is not one of a serious nature then the Gardaí will have greater restrictions of their powers. They will usually have the power to investigate the
alleged crime but not the power to arrest and detain you for the purposes of questioning. They will only have a power to arrest you for the purpose of
charging you with the suspected offence. If they do not arrest you for a non-serious offence then they will usually summon you to court to begin the trial
process.
The third stage of an investigation will be the gathering of information that may become evidence in a later trial. This information gathering process may take
many forms and the rights of the Gardaí to gather this information will be dependent upon the nature of the suspected crime. The right of the police to arrest
and question you also gives them limited powers to gather forensic and other forms of potential evidence from you which will be discussed within this
factsheet.
The Gardaí will make a decision either themselves or with the guidance of the
DPP to charge you and what to charge you with. The decision to prosecute
crimes of a serious and non-serious nature is often taken by the Gardaí. If the crime is of an unusual or obviously serious nature or one which will require the
assistance of the DPP to prosecute then the Gardaí will normally seek the guidance of the DPP.
My rights during the investigation
Click the links below for more information about your rights during the stages of the investigation.
My rights when arrested (1)
Questioning and the police investigation (2)
Searches (3)
First court hearing (4)
Preparation for trial (5)
My rights when arrested (1)
If the offence is ‘serious’ then the Gardaí have a power to

arrest you and detain you for questioning. This will mean that you are taken into Garda custody

and that you are not entitled to leave for the remainder of your lawful custody.
Do the Gardaí need a warrant to arrest me?
No. The Gardaí do not necessarily need a warrant to arrest you if they suspect you have committed the offence that they are investigating.
Where can they arrest me?
The Gardaí can arrest you in your home or in a public place. The Gardaí need only have a reasonable suspicion that you have committed an offence to allow
them arrest you.
Must I be told the reason for my arrest?
Yes. The Gardaí must tell you the reason for your arrest.
Can the Gardaí use force when arresting me?
Yes. They can use reasonable force to arrest you.
Once you are arrested

You will be brought to a Garda station for questioning or charge. Your rights when in the police station are protected by law and the Member in Charge of the
Garda station will be responsible for your rights. The length of time that you can be kept in a Garda station depends upon the statutory power upon which the
Gardaí detain you. Please refer to
The Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL) for further reading on your rights.
Questioning and the police investigation (2)
Will I be given a notice of my rights?
Yes. When you are detained under one of these statutory powers then you will be given a notice of your rights in custody. This notice will be in writing and
must be translated into your language if you do not understand English.
Can I notify my embassy?
Yes. If you are not an Irish citizen then you can have your embassy or consulate notified of your arrest.
I am from another country. Do I have to be in Ireland during the investigation?
Not necessarily. If you are not charged after your detention ends then you are free to leave and to travel. If the Irish state wishes to charge you at a later date
you can return voluntarily for that purpose or you can challenge your extradition in your home state. If you are charged after your detention ends then you
must be brought before a competent court. A judge will then decide whether you should get bail.
Will I be allowed to speak to a solicitor?
Yes. You have the right to speak to a solicitor in private. If you do not know a solicitor then the Member in Charge will help you to find one, from a list kept at
the Garda Station.
When can I speak to a solicitor?
If you wish to speak to a solicitor you should not be questioned until your solicitor arrives and then you should be given immediate access to them.
Can I have my solicitor with me when I am questioned?
No. However you have the right to seek further legal advice during your questioning if something arises that you are uncertain of.
What if I cannot afford a solicitor?
If your financial means are limited then you may be entitled to have your solicitor’s advice paid for under the Irish Free Legal Aid system (see
Factsheet 1
). However it is always advisable to seek legal advice and the issue of your financial means can be discussed with your solicitor at a later stage in the
process.
How long can I be questioned for during my detention and how will I be questioned?
You can be questioned for up to four hours at a time. Your interview must be conducted in a fair manner. It should be recorded on video camera unless it is
not practicable. You will only be entitled to a copy of the recording if you are prosecuted and the court makes an order releasing it to your legal adviser.
There should only be two Gardaí present in the interview at any time.
Do I have to answer questions?
No. You can
remain silent throughout questioning but you should be aware that if you remain silent it may in certain circumstances be used as evidence
against you in a later trial. If you refuse to answer certain questions then this refusal may be used with other evidence to support a finding of guilty against
you.
If I am asked for information should I provide it?
You are obliged to give your personal details to allow the Gardaí to identify you. You should seek legal advice before deciding to provide any further
information. If you are under arrest for the purpose of questioning then you are suspected of a serious criminal offence and any information you provide may
become evidence against you in any future trial.
What happens if I say something which is bad for my case?
You have the right against self-incrimination. If your answers are bad for your case then your legal advisers will advise you about the consequences, which
will usually be that what you say becomes evidence against you
Do I have to give my fingerprints and allow myself be photographed?
Yes. You can be forced to give your fingerprints and allow your photo be taken if you are detained under a statutory power. It is a criminal offence to obstruct
the taking of either fingerprints or photographs.
Can the Gardaí keep my fingerprints forever?
Yes. However you or your legal adviser can write to the Gardaí and ask that the materials taken be destroyed if there is to be no prosecution or if you have
been acquitted at trial.
Do I have to give DNA or other more intimate bodily samples?
If you are detained under a statutory power then the Gardaí need authorisation from a senior officer to allow them to take intimate samples such as DNA,
saliva, nail clippings, material found under a nail or swab from your mouth. They are not allowed to take a footprint impression, sample from the genital
region or bodily orifice without authorisation, unless you consent.
Can my home, business premises, car or other property be searched?
Yes. The
Irish Constitution and
European Convention of Human Rights require that your bodily integrity and privacy are respected, but these rights are
limited. The Gardaí may search your home with your consent or without your consent if they have a search warrant or are going onto your property to find
you to arrest you. For more information about searches, see Searches (3).
Can I appeal against a breach of my rights?
You should tell your legal advisers about any breaches of your rights and they will advise you as to how and when to challenge such breaches.
Who is the Member in Charge?
The Member in Charge is a member of the Gardaí who is responsible for your welfare and the protection of your rights. Every Garda station must have one
present. If you have any problems during your time in custody you should ask to speak to the Member in Charge.
Can I speak to my family?
You are entitled to have a relative informed of the fact you are detained but not necessarily to speak to them.
What if I feel unwell and what about my right to rest and refreshments?
You have the right to medical attention if you need it and you have the right to proper periods of rest and to refreshments during your detention.
Will there be a record kept of my time in custody?
A record will be kept of your time in Garda custody and you or your legal adviser will be entitled to a copy.
What if I do not speak or understand English?
You have the right to have an interpreter to translate on your behalf. You or your legal adviser should insist that the interpreter who interprets any private
consultation between you and your solicitor is not the same interpreter who interprets your question and answer session with the Gardaí. An interpreter
should be available at all times where either a solicitor or Gardaí wish to communicate with you.

How long can I be detained for?
This depends on the power that determines your detention. The longest period in Irish law is seven days.
Searches (3)
Do I have to be told why my property is being searched?
You can ask and should be told why the search is being carried out and under what power. If your property is searched you will be entitled to a copy of any
search warrant at a later stage.
How can the Gardaí carry out the search?
They must carry out their search in compliance with your right to not be degraded.
Can the Gardaí take away anything with them?
Yes. They can seize any items that they reasonably believe they can use as evidence. They can also take away items which may not have been specified on
any warrant but which may be evidence of a different criminal offence.
Can I remain in my property when the Gardaí are carrying out a search?
Yes. You are not allowed to do anything which may obstruct a lawful search but you may observe the search.
Can I personally be searched?
Yes. If a Garda has a reasonable suspicion that you have committed a criminal offence then they have powers to search you without your consent.
Do they have to arrest me first?
No. You can be searched prior to arrest.
Do I have to be told the reason for the search?
Yes. The Garda should tell you the reason for the search and the power they are relying upon to search you.
Can I be strip searched?
Yes. You should only be strip searched if it is necessary. A strip search should take place in a private area of a Garda station and not in a manner that
causes harassment to you. If possible a doctor should carry out the search.
Will I be searched by someone of the same sex?
If the search is any more than a search of clothing then you should be searched by someone of the same sex.
The first court hearing (4)
Can I be held in custody or released?
You can be held in custody if you are brought from a Garda detention to court and refused bail by the court.
Can I make an application for bail?
In most cases you can
apply for bail during your first appearance in the
District Court (lower court). In limited circumstances (for example the charge of
murder) you must apply to the High Court and will therefore have to spend some time in custody before that application.
You are entitled to legal representation and depending upon your income this representation will be paid for under the free legal aid scheme.
Can I be told why bail is being opposed by the Gardaí?
Yes. You must be told in advance about the reasons why the Gardaí object to the granting of your bail. You have a right to bail but it is not absolute. Bail can
be refused when a judge is of the opinion that you will if granted bail either not turn up for your trial, interfere with witnesses or commit further serious
offences whilst on bail.
Can I be given conditional bail?
Yes. You may be granted bail with conditions such as the surrendering of your passport, residency within the Irish state while awaiting trial and reporting
regularly to a Garda station to ensure your compliance with these conditions. The Court may also require you to lodge cash or can order the freezing of a
family member or friend's Irish bank account as a guarantee of your commitment to the terms of bail.
Preparation for the trial or entering a plea of guilty pre-trial (5)
Can I plead guilty to all or some of the charges before the trial?
Yes. You will only be given a trial if you enter a plea of not guilty. If you enter a plea of guilty then you will not be given a trial but rather you will be given a
sentence hearing.
What happens?
If you do not seek a trial then you are accepting one or a number of the offences with which you are charged. Plea bargaining has no statutory basis in the
Irish state but in practice the DPP may accept a plea to some charges and agree to withdraw others. If you enter a plea of guilty then you will be sentenced
at a later date and may or may not be placed in custody before the sentence hearing.
What happens at my sentence hearing?
Unless there is a mandatory sentence, such as life in the case of murder, you have the right to a sentencing hearing and to have your legal advisor address
the court in relation to your role in the crime and your personal circumstances.
Can the charges be changed before the trial?
Yes. The DPP can add additional charges up to and during the trial date. They can also withdraw charges up to the trial date. The DPP have the right to
serve additional evidence up to and during the trial. The DPP must act in accordance with fair procedures and cannot withhold evidence or disclose materials
in their possession which are relevant to you and your legal advisers.
Can I be charged with an offence which I have already been charged with in another Member State?
If you have been charged and tried for an offence in one Member State then you cannot be charged with the same offence in another Member Sate.
However if you have been charged in one Member State but the charges have been withdrawn then you may be charged with that offence in Ireland.
Will I get information about the evidence against me?
Yes. You must be given documents (commonly known as a ‘book of evidence’) which comprise of the evidence against you. You must also be given
disclosure of the materials which are produced as a result of the investigation into your alleged crime but which the prosecution do not intend to rely upon.
Will I get information about the witnesses against me?
Yes. You can get some limited information about the witnesses against you. You are entitled to know if they have a criminal record. You are entitled to seek
information from them during the trial by way of cross examination by your lawyer or by way of private investigation by your legal advisors.
You are not entitled to an exhaustive list of personal details about the witness. You are not entitled to interfere with a witness in a manner that may be seen
as an attempt to intimidate them or pervert the course of justice and such an action may result in your bail being revoked or you facing additional and
subsequent separate charges.
When will my ‘ book of evidence’ be given to me?

If you are to be tried on indictment for a serious crime then you should be given these documents within 42 days from the date of charge. The court has
discretion to extend the time period within which the state has to give these documents to you.
What will be given to me?
You will be served a book of documents which contains the basis of the State's case against you. The book is not a total statement of the State's case and
they are entitled to serve additional evidence up to and during your trial. The evidence which the State must rely on to secure a conviction will in most cases
require to be given orally in court on oath by witnesses.
How do I get my ‘book of evidence’?
You will be given your ‘book of evidence’ by it being handed to you in court by a member of the Gardaí. Additional evidence will usually be served upon your
legal advisor at their office or in court.
Will information be requested about my criminal record?
Yes. The Gardaí are entitled to seek information about your previous character for the purpose of their investigation and for the purpose of making a decision
about your suitability for bail if charged. They are also allowed to refer to your criminal record if you are convicted to allow the Judge(s) determine an
appropriate sentence. A record of foreign convictions can be admitted.
Are there any limitations on when they can refer to my previous character?
Yes. They cannot refer to your previous character during your trial unless your legal advisers introduce your character in their cross examination or
submissions to the court.
Related links
More detail on the powers of search, detention and charge
More detail on the role of the Gardai
Chief State Solicitors Office and the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
More details on legislation
The Criminal Justice Act 1984 (Treatment of Persons in Custody in Garda Stations) Regulations 1987
Irish Council of Civil Liberties
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3 - My rights during the trial
What happens before my case comes up for trial?
Before your case comes up for trial, a judge will decide if you should be given bail. You will usually have a right to bail. You can be refused bail if you are
unlikely to turn up for your trial, if you have tried or will try to threaten a witness or if you are likely to commit another serious crime.
If you want to rely on an alibi for your trial (i.e. someone who will say you were with them when the crime happened) you will be told by the judge to give the
Prosecution notice of who that is.
You have a right to know what the case against you is before your trial. You should be given statements of the evidence against you when you ask for it.
Where will the trial be held?
You will be given the name and location of the court your trial is being held in. The
Courts Service of Ireland are in charge of all the courts and can help
you find the court you are in.
Minor charges are heard in the District Courts where judges decide the cases alone. More serious charges are heard in the Circuit Courts or Central Criminal
Courts where juries give the verdict.
The courts are open to the public. However, where the accused is a child or it is a sexual crime, the case is heard in private.
Can the charges be changed during the trial?
In most cases a charge cannot be changed during a trial. Certain charges can be changed if the law allows for it. For example, a charge of dangerous driving
can be changed to the less serious charge of careless driving if the judge decides you were driving carelessly but not dangerously.
If you plead guilty to all of the charges during the trial, the judge will then decide what sentence to give. The judge will balance how serious the crime is and
what your personal situation is to make that decision. You should be given credit for pleading guilty.
You can also plead guilty to some of the charges and not guilty to the rest. The judge or jury will make a decision on the charges you are contesting. You will
then be sentenced for the charges you pleaded guilty to and for the charges you were found guilty of.
What are my rights during the trial?
For most cases you have to be present at your trial. If you fail to appear in court, the judge can make an order to arrest you and bring you to court in custody.
The trial can occasionally go ahead without you and you can be convicted in your absence.
If you cannot come to court because of an accident or illness, you should tell your solicitor and provide him or her with a medical certificate explaining your
absence.
You have a right to interpretation if you don’t understand what is happening. If you are deaf, you have a right to interpretation by sign-language.
You have a right to defend yourself in your trial if you want. If you cannot afford a solicitor, one can be appointed to you under the
Criminal Legal Aid
Scheme depending on how serious the charge is. You have a right to choose your solicitor. If you don’t know any, the judge can choose one for you. You
can change your solicitor if you are not happy with them.
You can speak at your trial if you want, but you don’t have to. It is a criminal offence to lie when giving sworn evidence.
What are my rights in relation to the evidence against me?
You can challenge the evidence given against you if it was obtained unlawfully. For example, if the police went into your house without a search warrant, any
evidence they got while there will usually not be allowed.
You can also challenge the evidence by asking witnesses questions to show they are lying or mistaken. You can also ask witnesses to give evidence which
is relevant to your defence, or shows the prosecution witnesses are lying or mistaken.
You can hire a private detective to obtain evidence for you. The evidence is admissible as long it was lawfully obtained.
Will information about my criminal record be taken into account?
Evidence of your previous convictions cannot
normally be taken into account during your trial.

However, when judges are deciding what sentence to give you they can take your previous convictions into account. That can include any previous
convictions from other countries.
What happens at the end of the trial?
If you are found not guilty, the trial is over and you can walk free.
If you are found guilty or plead guilty, the judge will decide what sentence to give you. You might have to pay a fine or serve a

prison sentence. The judge

might suspend your sentence as long as you don’t commit more crimes.
The judge might ask the
Probation Services to write a report about you before giving out your sentence. They will tell the judge if you are suitable for
supervision to deal with whatever problems cause your criminal behaviour.
If asked, the Probation Service will tell the judge if you are able to do Community Service. The judge may then order you to do up to 240 hours of unpaid
work instead of a jail sentence.
What is the role of the victim during the trial?
The victim’s role during the trial is as a witness for the prosecution. They will give evidence about what they saw happen in relation to the charge.
If you are convicted or plead guilty, the judge will take into account the impact of the crime on the victim.
Related links
Database of Irish legislation
Database of Irish and British case law
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4 - My rights after the trial
Can I appeal?
You can appeal against any conviction or sentence. The
way you appeal will depend on which court has heard your case. Appeals from the District Court
are heard in the Circuit Court. Appeals from the Circuit Court or
Central Criminal Court are heard in the
Court of Criminal Appeal.
If you want to appeal from the District Court, you must give a document called a ‘notice of appeal’ to the prosecutor within 14 days. You must also lodge the
notice of appeal and declaration of service to the court clerk of the area within 14 days. If you want to appeal from the Circuit Court or Central Criminal Court,
you must apply to the trial judge for permission to appeal within three days of the conviction. You must then serve a ‘notice of appeal’ on the Registrar of the
Court of Criminal Appeal within seven days if permission has been refused and within 14 days if permission has been granted. Normally, your lawyer will do
all of this for you.
If you are appealing from the District Court, you are entitled to a full rehearing of your case. You are also entitled to appeal your sentence. If you are
appealing from the Circuit Court or Central Criminal Court, you can appeal on a point of law or if you believe your trial was unsatisfactory. You can also
appeal your sentence.
What happens if I appeal?
If you appeal from the District Court, the conviction will be set aside until your appeal is heard. This will require you to enter into a bond, called a
recognisance, which may require the payment of a sum of money. If you are in prison when you appeal from the District Court, you are entitled to be
released once you have served the notice of appeal and entered into your recognisance. If you are in prison and you want to appeal, the prison authorities
will provide you with the proper forms.
If you appeal from the District Court, it may be a number of months before the appeal is heard. If you appeal from the Circuit Court or Central Criminal Court,
it may be considerably longer before the appeal is heard.
If you appeal from the District Court you are entitled to produce new evidence and make different legal arguments for the appeal. If you appeal from the
Circuit Court or Central Criminal Court, you are generally not allowed to produce fresh evidence and you can only do so where there are exceptional
circumstances.
What happens at the appeal hearing?
If you appeal from the District Court, you are entitled to a full rehearing of the case. If you appeal from the Circuit Court or the Central Criminal Court, you or
your lawyer may address the court on why you think your conviction should be overturned or why you think your sentence is wrong in principle.
What happens if the appeal is successful/unsuccessful?
If the appeal is successful, the case is over and you have no further obligations in respect of the case. If the appeal is unsuccessful, the appeal court will
affirm your conviction. If the appeal court thinks the sentence is wrong in principle, it can increase or decrease the original sentence.
Once your appeal has been heard, there is no further right of appeal. However, the Court of Criminal Appeal may allow you to appeal to the Supreme Court if
there is a point of law of exceptional public importance.
There is no general provision for you to be compensated if your appeal is successful. When you appeal a conviction to the Court of Criminal Appeal,
compensation may be available if you have suffered a miscarriage of justice. This occurs when the Court of Criminal Appeal overturns a conviction and
certifies that a newly discovered fact shows that there has been a miscarriage of justice. This very rarely happens. If the Court of Criminal Appeal certifies a
miscarriage of justice, you may apply to the
Minister for Justice for compensation.
A conviction is recorded against you once the judge has found you guilty of an offence.
The conviction is final once you have been found guilty or you have pleaded guilty. However, you still have the right to appeal. If your appeal is successful
your record should be free from any convictions.
I am from another Member State. Can I be sent back there after the trial?
If you are convicted of a criminal offence, the court cannot send you back to your country. However, the court may recommend to the Minister for Justice that
you should be deported. It may also suspend your sentence or part of your sentence on condition that you leave the country. This does not mean that you
are deported but if you fail to leave the country, you will be imprisoned. If you are in prison you may apply to the Minister for Justice to be transferred out of
Ireland to serve the remainder of your sentence in another Member State.
If I am convicted, can I be tried again for the same crime?
If you are convicted, you cannot be tried again for the same crime. If you have been convicted in another Member State, you cannot be tried again in Ireland
for the same crime.
Information about the charges/conviction

Information about the charges/conviction
Your criminal record will have any convictions against you. If you are an adult, this information will be kept on permanent record by the Gardaí (national
police force). The Gardaí may also have other information about you. You have the right to have inaccurate personal information about you corrected or
erased. You can request this information from the
Garda Central Vetting Unit. If the Gardaí will not allow you access to this information or will not correct
inaccurate information, you have the right to apply to the
Data Protection Commissioner.
Related links
Irish Courts
Citizens Information Board
Data Protection Commissioner
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5 - Road traffic and other minor offences
How are minor road traffic offences dealt with?
Minor offences, such as speeding, driving while using a mobile phone (cellphone), or illegal parking, are usually dealt with by a “fixed penalty notice”, which
gives you a fixed time to pay a fine by post. Only if you do not pay the fine will the case go to court. Sometimes you will be given a notice on the occasion of
the offence, and sometimes one will be sent to your address.
Some fixed penalty offences, however, involve “penalty points” being put on your driving licence, and if you get a total of twelve penalty points in a period of
three years, you will be banned from driving in Ireland. If you pay the fixed penalty notice, you will get fewer points than if the case goes to Court and you are
convicted. The European Union is presently working on a project to harmonise all of the driving licence records of the Member States.
Traffic offences are almost always dealt with by the ordinary Gardaí. You should be aware that, in Ireland, drivers are obliged by law to carry their driving
licences with them, and must produce the licence on demand by a Garda.
If you live in Ireland, being a national of another Member State, you will be dealt with in the same way throughout the process as an Irish National.
If your case goes to Court, it will be heard in the local District Court (the lowest court) by a judge without a jury. If you are not satisfied with the result, you
can appeal the decision, whether conviction or penalty, to a higher court (see
Factsheet 4).
Will these offences appear on my criminal record?
All traffic convictions are recorded on the Garda computer record. Very minor cases, such as speeding, are not generally regarded as criminal convictions. If
however you are charged with a more serious charge, such as dangerous driving, drink driving, or driving without insurance, convictions will become part of
your criminal record. Such offences will be dealt with in accordance with the procedure set out in
Factsheet 4. If you are charged with such an offence,
you should seek legal advice urgently.
How other minor offences are dealt with
The most common minor offences are speeding and driving while using a cellphone. Various other offences, such as driving in a bus lane, can be dealt with
by a “ fixed penalty notice”, but do not attract penalty points. Driving without reasonable consideration for other road users, which involves careless
driving, will attract a fine and penalty points.
You will only go to court if you do not pay the fixed penalty notice. As above, it will be dealt with in the District Court. You can always appeal an order of the
District Court, as above.
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