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Обвиняеми (наказателни производства)
Гърция
В тези информационни листове се обяснява какво се случва, когато сте заподозрян или обвинен в престъпление, което е предмет на съдебен
процес.
Кратко представяне на наказателния процес
Разследване/ образуване на производство
Тази част от процеса започва с уведомяването на прокурора, че има данни за извършено престъпление. Тя продължава с образуване на
наказателно производство и приключва с изправяне на обвиняемия пред съда или оттегляне на обвиненията.
Целта на този етап е да се изясни случаят във възможно най-голяма степен и да се определи дали са налице достатъчно данни за извършено
престъпление, за да бъде
изправен обвиняемият пред компетентния съд.
Съдебни заседания
На този етап делото се гледа докато се стигне до издаване и обявяване на присъда.
Средства за правна защита
Това са средствата, които законът предоставя на дадено лице, за да може да оспори решението на наказателен съд.
Те са:
Обжалване, което има за цел промяна или отмяна на оспорваното решение на основание на фактите или на неправилно тълкуване или прилагане
на закона.
Ново разглеждане на делото и отмяна на присъдата с цел частично или пълно анулиране на решението, оспорвано на основание неправилно
тълкуване или прилагане на закона.
Подробности за всички тези етапи на процеса и за вашите права могат да се намерят в информационните листове. Тази информация не замества
получаването на правен съвет и предназначението ѝ е само да ви упъти.
За информация относно пътни нарушения, за които обикновено се налага глоба, преминете към Информационен лист 5.
Ако сте жертва на престъпление, можете да намерите пълна информация за правата си тук.
Роля на Европейската комисия
Моля, обърнете внимание, че Европейската комисия не играе никаква роля в наказателното производство в държавите-членки и не може да ви
помогне, ако имате оплакване. Тези информационни листове съдържат информация за това как да подадете оплакване и до кого.
Следвайте хипервръзките по-долу, за да намерите необходимата ви информация
1 – Получаване на правен съвет
2 – Моите права по време на разследването на престъплението и преди делото да влезе в съда
Дознание/ предварително наказателно разследване/ наказателно разследване.
Арест/ мерки за процесуална принуда/ задържане под стража
Производство пред обвинителното отделение
Обиск, пръстови отпечатъци и ДНК
3 – Моите права в съда
4 – Моите права след постановяване на решението от съда
5 – Пътни нарушения и други дребни правонарушения
Последна актуализация: 24/08/2020
Версията на националния език на тази страница се поддържа от съответната държава-членка. Преводите са направени от Европейската комисия.
Възможно е евентуални промени, въведени в оригинала от компетентните национални органи, все още да не са отразени в преводите.
Европейската комисия не поема каквато и да е отговорност по отношение на информация или данни, които се съдържат или споменават в този
документ. Моля, посетете рубриката „Правна информация“, за да видите правилата за авторските права за държвата-членка, отговорна за тази
страница.
Държавите от ЕС, отговарящи за съдържанието на националните страници, са в процес на актуализация на част от съдържанието на този уебсайт
предвид оттеглянето на Обединеното кралство от Европейския съюз. Ако на уебсайта има съдържание, което все още не отразява оттеглянето на
Обединеното кралство от Съюза, това не е умишлено и ще бъде коригирано в бъдеще.
1 - Getting legal advice
Getting independent legal advice is very important when you are involved in some way with the criminal process. The factsheets tell you when and in what
circumstances you are entitled to be represented by a lawyer. They also tell you what a lawyer will do for you. This general factsheet tells you how to find a
lawyer and how the costs of the lawyer will be met if you cannot afford to pay.
Finding a lawyer
If you need a lawyer and you are not being held in custody you can contact
the Athens Bar Association or the Bar Association of the region where your
trial is to take place (e.g.
Thessaloniki Bar Association,
Piraeus Bar Association,
Heraklion Bar Association, etc.).
If you need a lawyer and you are being held in custody you can ask the police or the prison authorities, to help you find an attorney or refer you to the above
Bar Associations.
Paying for a lawyer
You can receive free legal aid if your income is low. Free legal aid consists of the appointment of an attorney to represent you. The appointment applies until
the end of the trial or of the procedure before courts of the same level, as well as any appeal against the decision.
A lawyer can be appointed:
during the drafting and filing of charges in the case of certain specifically defined offences,

during the criminal investigation stage and the hearing of the case when the crime in question is a felony,
during the hearing of the case, for misdemeanors tried by the three-member Misdemeanors Court which attract a minimum sentence of six months’
imprisonment,
to file an appeal and represent you during the appeal hearing before the court of second instance, where you have been sentenced to a term of
imprisonment of at least six months by the court of first instance,
to make an appeal on a point of law where you have been sentenced to a term of imprisonment of at least one year,
to apply for a retrial where you have been sentenced to a term of imprisonment of at least six months.
You are entitled to free legal aid even if your income is not excessively low, as long as you can prove that you cannot pay for legal expenses due to the
differences in the cost of living between that of your Member State of permanent residence and that of Greece.
In order to receive free legal aid and have a lawyer appointed on your behalf, you need to apply to the Court which is to try the case or the Court where your
appeal or application for a retrial are to be heard.
This application must be submitted 15 days before the trial or the action for which you are seeking legal aid. The application must include a brief description
of the subject matter of the trial or the action as well as evidence of your eligibility for free legal aid and all necessary documentation with regard to your
financial status (see in more detail Law 3226/4-2-2004, Government Gazette Α’ 24/2004).
Related links
List of Bar Associations
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2 - My rights during the investigation of a crime and before the case goes to court
What is the purpose of an investigation?
The purpose is to collect and preserve evidence and to obtain any traces left at the scene of the crime.
What are the stages of an investigation?
Preliminary examination/preliminary criminal investigation/criminal investigation:
Through a preliminary examination the Prosecutor establishes whether an accusation is well-founded and what the probability is that a crime has been
committed.
The preliminary criminal investigation mainly takes place in cases where the suspect has been caught in the act of committing the offence or if a delay would
give rise to an immediate risk.
The criminal investigation is carried out only in the case of more serious crimes.
Arrest – Restrictions – Custody:
Where the suspect has been discovered either committing the crime or is arrested up to one day after the crime was committed, it is possible to arrest them
without a warrant.
Where the suspect has not been caught in the act of committing the crime, a warrant is required.
The arrested person is put before the Prosecutor within 24 hours.
Restrictions (e.g. bail, the defendant’s obligation to report to a police station on a regular basis, prohibition on leaving the country) are imposed in order to
prevent the commission of further offences and ensure that the defendant attends for police interview and Court.
Custody: If the restrictions mentioned above are insufficient, in cases of more serious crimes, suspects may be remanded in custody. Such custody can last
for up to 18 months for major felonies or 12 months for less serious felonies and 6 months for recurrent manslaughter arising out of negligence. This term is
served in prison.
Proceedings before the Indictment Divisions
You may have recourse to these either to have the restrictions or the remand in custody set aside, or to complain about any irregularities during the pre-trial
process.
Who is responsible for the conduct of each of these stages?
A preliminary examination is carried out by the investigating officers and the Prosecutor.
The preliminary criminal investigation is performed by the people mentioned above including the Investigating Magistrate and finally, the criminal
investigation or interview is conducted solely by the Investigating Magistrate.
An arrest is ordered by the Indictment Division or the Investigating Magistrate. In cases where the suspect is found while committing the crime, the
investigators and the police officers concerned have an obligation and all citizens have the right to arrest the perpetrator. The restrictions on personal
freedom and the remand in custody are ordered by the Investigating Magistrate with the consent of the Prosecutor, and the Indictment Division.
Proceedings before the Indictment Divisions are carried out by three-member judicial councils, in the presence of the Prosecutor.
My rights during the investigation
Click on the links below to find more detailed information about your rights during the investigation.
Preliminary examination/preliminary criminal investigation/criminal investigation
Arrest/Restrictions imposed on freedom/Custody
Procedure before the Indictment Divisions
Searches, fingerprints and DNA
Preliminary examination, preliminary criminal investigation, criminal investigation (1)
What is the purpose of these procedures?
The purpose of the preliminary examination is for the Prosecutor to establish whether the accusation is well-founded and to decide to begin criminal
proceedings.
The preliminary criminal investigation is carried out in cases where the suspect has been caught in the act or if a delay would give rise to an immediate risk
(e.g. of footprints or fingerprints being lost etc).

The criminal investigation is conducted only in the case of felonies or major misdemeanors. The preliminary criminal investigation and the criminal
investigation take place with a view to establishing, collecting and preserving evidence as well as obtaining the traces of the crime.
Who is responsible at this stage?
The preliminary examination is carried out by the investigating officers and the Prosecutor.
The preliminary criminal investigation is performed by the people mentioned above, plus the Investigating Magistrate.
The criminal investigation is conducted solely by the Investigating Magistrate.
The preliminary examination and the preliminary investigation are supervised by the Prosecutor to the Court of Misdemeanours and the criminal investigation
by the Prosecutor to the Court of Appeal.
Are there any time limits which apply?
The preliminary examination lasts for 4-8 months. The criminal investigation lasts a maximum of 18 months. If a supplementary investigation is conducted it
lasts for 3 – 5 months.
In major cities these time limits may be extended. There are no sanctions for failure to comply with these time limits.
The time limit for providing explanations during the preliminary examination and entering a plea during the preliminary investigation and the investigation is at
least 48 hours and may be extended.
There are no sanctions in the event of your failing to observe the time limit in respect of the first two procedures. However, in the case of a criminal
investigation if the time limit set is not met, the Investigating Magistrate has the right to issue a warrant in order to bring the defendant to Court by force and
/or an arrest warrant.
What will I be told about what's happening?
As soon as you are summoned to participate in the procedures outlined above, you have the right to:ask for a photocopy, at your own expense, of all the relevant legal documents from the investigating officer, including a description of the accusations,
to ask for a time limit of at least 48 hours and
to appoint a lawyer.
Will an interpreter be provided if I don't speak the language?
Yes. The interpreter will translate your testimony to the investigating officers as well as their questions.
At what stage will I be able to speak to a lawyer?
As soon as you appear before an investigating officer, you may ask for your attorney to be notified or to be allowed to call him/her. You also have the right to
refuse to testify before your lawyer arrives.
The authorities are only obliged to ensure that an interpreter is available during your examination. For the rest of the time, you have to make arrangements
with your lawyer if you need to have an interpreter available.
Is it obligatory for me to be represented by a lawyer? Can I choose my lawyer?
It is mandatory only in the case of felonies. The choice of a lawyer is up to you. However, if you don’t have a lawyer in a felony case then the Investigating
Magistrate will appoint one for you during the investigation.
Will I be asked for information? Should I provide information?
You may be asked about the accusations. You have the right to partial or complete silence and the right not to incriminate yourself. You may refuse to
answer anything which might harm you case.
Can I contact a family member or friend?
You have the right to communicate with your family or friends by phone. Visits by family members and exceptionally by your friends are allowed.
Can I see a doctor if I need one?
If you have a health problem you can ask to see a doctor.
Can I contact the Embassy of my country of origin?
Yes, you have the right to do so.
I am from another country. Do I have to be present during the investigation?
No, you don’t.
Can I take part by video link?
In Greece, the law does not provide for participation through video links.
Can I be sent back to my country of origin?
At this stage you cannot be deported.
In what circumstances might I be remanded in custody or released?
You will be held in custody if there are strong indications that you have committed serious offences and
you have no known address in Greece,
you have taken steps to leave the country,
you have been a fugitive from justice in the past ,
you have been convicted of escaping from prison or assisting a detained person to escape or of violating place of residence restrictions, as well as if
there are reasons to believe you intend to flee,
you have previous convictions, making it likely that you will commit further crimes.
You might also have restrictive conditions imposed on you or you may be released.
What rights/obligations do I have?
You are entitled to be allowed time to study the court file and to appoint up to two lawyers. You have to appear in person at the investigation because your
lawyer’s presence alone is not enough.
If the Investigating Magistrate decides that you must be remanded temporarily in custody you can appeal within 5 days to the Indictment Division. You can
also appeal to the Investigating Magistrate himself/herself or to the Indictment Division for the decision to remand you in custody to be lifted or replaced by
other restrictions.
Can I leave the country during the investigation?
Yes you can if no condition has been imposed prohibiting you from doing so.
Searches, fingerprints and DNA
For more information on your rights, see Searches, fingerprints and DNA (4).
Can I appeal?

If there has been invalid action taken as part of the pre-trial procedure you can appeal to the Indictment Division asking for it to be set aside and for the pretrial process to be repeated.
Can I plead guilty to all or some of the charges prior to the trial?
You can make admissions of guilt at any stage prior to the trial. You can also revoke a guilty plea. In any case, the Court is free to evaluate your confession.
Can the charges be changed before the trial?
The charges cannot change. Only a more precise wording of them is possible. No fresh charges can be added.
Can I be charged with an offence which I have already been charged with in another Member State?
You might be charged if the offence was committed in a foreign country against a Greek citizen and it is classified as a felony or a misdemeanor in Greek
law. In the case of serious crimes, Greek laws apply to everyone, regardless of the laws in force at the place of the crime.
Will I be told about the witnesses who have made statements against me?
You are entitled to such information since you can be given all of the documents in the court file, which include the witness statements. You can be given the
information before you make your defence, and also afterwards.
Will I be given information about other evidence against me?
The investigator has the obligation to supply you with photocopies of the court file and show you all relevant material before you give you own account.
Will I be asked to provide information about my criminal record?
The Investigating Magistrate will receive your Criminal Record as a matter of course at the criminal investigation stage.
Arrest/Restrictions imposed on freedom/Custody (2)
Why are these actions taken?
Where the offender has been caught in the act of committing a crime his/her arrest aims at ensuring that he/she will be brought to justice. In other instances
of arrest, remand in custody and the imposition of conditions on freedom of movement, the aim is to ensure that the defendant appears before the
investigative and judicial authorities.
Who is responsible?
Arrest is ordered either by the Indictment Division or by the Investigating Magistrate. Remand in custody and the imposition of restrictive conditions are also
ordered by the same people. Where the perpetrator is caught in the act of committing the crimes, arrest can be carried out by the investigators or police
officers.
Do any time limits apply?
Once you are arrested you must be put before the Prosecutor within 24 hours. In the event of any failure to comply with this time limit there are no
repercussions as far as you are concerned. There is also a time limit on any condition requiring you to report at regular intervals to police. In the event of your
failing to abide by this time limit, a remand in custody may be substituted for the reporting condition.
What will I be told about what's happening?
When caught in the act of committing a crime, as soon as you are arrested, the police officers must tell you why you have been arrested. If you are put
before the Investigating Magistrate, you will be fully advised as to the charges you are facing. The same thing applies in the event of conditions being
imposed limiting your freedom and in case of a remand in custody.
Before any decision on these matters is reached, you should have received all the relevant legal documents from the Investigating Magistrate.
Will an interpreter be provided if I don't speak the language?
If you don’t speak the language you must make this known at once and ask for an interpreter. The interpreter will translate everything you say, all the
questions put to you and any documents shown to you.
At what stage will I be able to speak to a lawyer?
If arrested, you can request that your lawyer is notified immediately or that you be allowed to make a phone call. Furthermore, you have the right to refuse to
answer questions if he/she does not turn up.
If you don’t know a lawyer you can contact your embassy or the local bar association. Having an interpreter available in order to be able to communicate with
your attorney is a matter for you, not the investigating authorities. In the event of conditions restricting your movements being imposed or a remand in
custody, speak to your lawyer first. He/she will make representations on your behalf and will be present during the criminal investigation.
Do I have to be represented by a lawyer? Can I choose my lawyer?
It is mandatory only in cases of felonies. You have the right to select your lawyer. In a felony case though, if you don’t have a lawyer, then one will be
appointed for you during the investigation, if you request it.
Can any sort of request for information be put to me? Do I have to give any information I am asked to provide?
You will be asked about the accusations. You may refuse to answer anything which might harm your case
Can I contact a family member or friend?
You have the right to ask the investigators to let you contact them.
Can I see a doctor if I need one?
Yes, if you have any health problems.
Can I contact my Embassy if I am from another country?
Yes, you have the right to do so.
I am from another country. Do I have to be present during the investigation?
You are not obliged to, unless a body search is required.
Can I take part by video link ?
Investigation of an offence via video link has not yet been enshrined in law.
Can I be sent back to my country of origin?
At this stage you cannot be deported.
In what circumstances might I be remanded in custody, or be released?
You will be remanded in custody if the Investigating Magistrate agrees with the Prosecutor or if the Indictment Division orders it. You will be remanded in
custody if there are strong indications that you have committed serious offences and:
you have no known address in Greece ,
you have taken steps to leave the country,
you have been a fugitive from justice in the past,
you have been convicted of escaping from prison or assisting a detained person to escape or of violating place of residence restrictions, as well as if
there are reasons to believe you intend to flee,

you have previous convictions.
You might also have restrictive conditions imposed on you or you may be released.
What are my rights and obligations?
You are entitled to be allowed time to study the court file and to appoint up to two lawyers. If you are remanded in custody you can appeal within 5 days to
the Indictment Division against this decision by the Investigating Magistrate. You can also appeal to the Investigating Magistrate himself/herself or to the
Indictment Division for the decision to remand you in custody to be lifted or replaced by conditions restricting your freedom of movement.
Can I leave the country during the investigation?
You can do so after your arrest period is over and provided that no condition has been imposed prohibiting you to leave Greece.
Seaches, fingerprints and DNA
For information on your rights, see Searches, fingerprints and DNA (4).
Can I appeal?
If there has been invalid action taken as part of the pre-trial procedure you can appeal to the Indictment Division asking for it to be set aside and for the pretrial process to be repeated.
Can I plead guilty to all or some of the charges prior to the trial?
You have the right to make admissions of guilt and there should be no positive or negative repercussion for you in law as a result of your doing so.
Can the charges be changed before the trial?
The charges cannot change; only a more precise wording of them is possible. No new charges can be added.
Can I be charged with an offence which I have already been charged with in another Member State?
You might be charged if the act was committed in a foreign country against a Greek citizen. In the case of serious crimes, Greek laws apply to everyone,
regardless of the laws in force at the location where the crime was committed.
Will I be told who the witnesses are who have made statements against me
Certainly. As soon as you are arrested and produced for preliminary investigation or investigation in chief, you must be given this information before you give
your own account.
Will I be given information about other evidence against me?
The investigator has the obligation to provide you with photocopies of all documents in the court file before you give your account.
Will I be asked to provide information about my criminal record?
No. This information will be sought from the appropriate department.
Proceedings before the Indictment Divisions (3)
What is the purpose of this stage?
The Indictment Divisions are the competent judiciary bodies for the pre-trial procedure. They monitor the legitimacy of actions taken by the investigating
officers, they decide whether the defendant should be remanded in custody or not, whether conditions restricting freedom of movement should be imposed or
not, take decisions on other sensitive issues affecting the pre-trial procedures, and decide whether the defendant should stand trial or be released.
Who is responsible at this stage?
The Indictment Divisions consist of 3 judges and are the Misdemeanor Court Indictment Division, the Court of Appeal Indictment Division and the Court of
Cassation Indictment Division.
Do any time limits apply?
Yes, there are time limits and if you don’t comply with them you won’t be able to exercise your rights.
What will I be told about what's happening?
You can get information on the progress of your case from the Secretariat of the Councils and you will be duly notified of any decisions.
Will an interpreter be provided if I don't speak the language?
If you appear before the Councils you are entitled to an interpreter.
At what stage will I be able to speak to a lawyer?
You are entitled to legal advice and may communicate with your legal adviser at every stage in the proceedings. If any issue with regard to translation arises,
either you or your lawyer should take care of it.
Do I have to have legal representation? Can I choose my own lawyer?
It is not mandatory. If you wish to do so, you can either represent yourself or be represented by your lawyer. You have the right to select your own lawyer,
unless he/she has been appointed for you.
Can any sort of request for information be put to me? Do I have to give respond?
You may be asked to provide information regarding the crime of which you are accused. You have the right to silence and not to incriminate yourself. You
can refuse to answer any question that might harm your case.
Can I contact a family member or friend?
Yes, you may. If you are in custody you can do so during visiting hours.
Can I see a doctor if I need one?
Yes, if you have health problems.
Can I contact the Embassy of my country of origin if I am from another country?
You have the right to do so.
I am from another country. Do I have to be present during the investigation?
Only if you request it and the Court allows it.
Can I take part by video link etc.
Procedures via video link have not yet been enshrined in law.
Can I be sent back to my country of origin?
At this stage you cannot be deported.
Will I be held in custody or released? In what circumstances?
You will be remanded in custody if the Indictment Division directs it. You might also have conditions imposed on your freedom of movement or you might be
released.
Can I leave the country during the investigation?
You can do so after your arrest period is over and provided that no condition has been imposed prohibiting your exit from Greece.
Will I be asked to provide fingerprints, samples of my genetic material (DNA) (e.g. hair, saliva), or other bodily fluids?

The Indictment Division might order it.
Might I be subjected to a body search?
Not by order of the Council, but possibly by the investigators or the preliminary investigation officials. In any such case, you may request that your lawyer be
present during the search.
Can my home, business premises, car etc be searched?
No searches of this sort can be ordered at the stage where the Councils are involved.
Can I appeal?
There are remedies you can use to appeal against decisions of the Councils.
Can I plead guilty to all or some of the charges prior to the trial?
You have the right to admit you are guilty and you can do this by submitting a memorandum to the Councils. Such statements are binding and can affect the
court judgment.
Can the charges be changed before the trial?
The charges cannot change. They can only be more precisely specified by the Councils. No new charges can be added.
Can I be charged with an offence which I have already been charged with in another Member State?
You might be charged if the act was committed against a Greek citizen. In the case of serious crimes, Greek laws apply to everyone, regardless of the laws
in force at the location of the crime.
Will I be told about the witnesses who have given statements against me?
Of course, you can receive information both during this stage and before. You have the right to receive information about any detail on the court file.
Will information be requested about my criminal record?
No, information will be sought from the relevant department.
Searches, fingerprints and DNA (4)
Will I be asked to provide fingerprints, samples of genetic material (DNA, e.g. hair, saliva), or other bodily fluids?
If arrested, you will be asked to provide your fingerprints and you are obliged to do so. It is also mandatory to provide a DNA sample if there are strong
indications that you have committed a serious crime. In the event of a positive DNA result you have the right to ask for it to be tested again; if you don’t, the
genetic material taken will be destroyed.
Might I be subjected to a body search?
You might have to undergo a body search if the person carrying out the investigation deems it necessary. The search must not be an affront to your dignity
and it must be conducted in a private place. If you are female, the search must be carried out by a woman. If you are asked to hand over a certain item or
document and you do so, you should not be subjected to a body search.
Can my home, business premises, car etc be searched?
Your home can be searched provided that the search is carried out by an officer of the court and an investigating officer in the context of an investigation or a
preliminary investigation. Cars are searched if there is a strong suspicion that a criminal act has been committed or if it is absolutely necessary.
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3 - My rights in court
Preliminary procedure
Who warns me to attend court and how do they do it?
The Prosecuting Attorney draws up the indictment, sets the date for the trial and summons the defendant, the complainant and the witnesses at least 15
days prior to the trial, or 30 days if they live in other European countries.
The procedure during the hearing
Which court will hear the case?
The main criminal courts are the Magistrates’ Court for infringements, the Misdemeanor Court for misdemeanors and the three-member Criminal Court of
Appeal or the Mixed Grand Jury for felonies. As a matter of principle, the competent court is the court which is local to the area where the offence was
committed.
Will the trial be in public?
Yes, unless the publicity might have an adverse effect on public morals or there are reasons for protecting the privacy of the litigants.
Who will decide the case?
The decision is made by judges at the lower courts and a combination of judges and a jury at the Mixed Grand Juries.
Can the charges be altered in the course of the trial?
It is possible for a charge to be amended to a similar one. It is the court alone which rules on what the proper legal definition is of the facts which constitute
the subject matter of the case, or on the most precise specification of them.
What happens if I plead guilty to some or all of the charges in the course of the trial?
If you plead guilty to particular charges, the court will punish you in respect of those admissions. You may be treated more leniently when it comes to the
imposition of sentence.
What are my rights during the trial?
Do I have to be present at the trial?
You do not have to be present. You can be represented by your lawyer, unless the court deems your presence to be necessary.
If I live in another Member State, can I participate by video link?
You cannot because this way of participating is not yet provided for by the law.
Will I be present for the whole of the trial?
You do not have to be. You can appear and then leave and continue to be represented by your lawyer.
Will I have an interpreter available to me if I don't understand what's going on?

If you do not understand the language of the court, the court is obliged to appoint an interpreter.
Do I have to have a lawyer? Will a lawyer be allocated to me? Can I change my lawyer?
You must have a lawyer only in the case of felonies and at the Court of Cassation. If you are unable to appoint one, the court is obliged to appoint a lawyer
for you. You have the right to change your lawyer unless he/she has been appointed at the higher courts by the court itself (ex officio).
May I address the court? Do I have to speak during the trial?
You may but you do not have to. You have the right to remain silent.
What will the consequences be if I don't tell the truth during the trial?
You have the right not to tell the truth. It is not a criminal offence for a defendant to give an untruthful account of himself.
What are my rights in relation to the evidence against me?
Can I challenge the evidence against me?
You may and you have the right to do so during your defence or by giving evidence yourself, by adducing evidence in rebuttal or by calling your own
witnesses.
What kind of evidence can I put before the court in my defence?
You can produce documentary evidence, lay witnesses and expert witnesses.
In what circumstances can I introduce such evidence?
There are no pre-conditions; you can present evidence to the court without having given notice to anyone.
May I engage a private detective to search for evidence for me? Is such evidence admissible?
You can do so and the evidence will be admissible as long as it has been obtained legitimately.
May I summon witnesses in my defence?
You may put forward as many witnesses as you wish and the court must allow examination of a maximum of as many defence witnesses as there are
prosecution witnesses.
May I or my lawyer put questions to the other witnesses in the case? May I or my lawyer challenge what they say?
Both of you may ask questions and cast doubt on what they say in evidence.
Will information about my criminal record be taken into account?
Convictions involving a total of more than 6 months imprisonment will be taken into account if a guilty verdict is returned and when the court is deciding on
the sentence.
Will previous convictions in another Member State be taken into account?
Only if they have been added to your criminal record.
What happens at the end of the trial?
What are the possible outcomes of the trial?
The Acquittal of the defendant, when the court is not convinced or is in doubt about whether he/she has committed the crime, or for other legal reasons, and
when there are grounds for dispensing with punishment (e.g. in the case of genuine remorse).
The Conviction of the defendant and imposition of a sentence, when the court is convinced that the defendant has committed the crime.
The discontinuation of the criminal proceedings in the event that the defendant dies, the victim withdraws the accusation, the crime is time-barred, or the
offence itself becomes the object of an amnesty.
Declaring the criminal prosecution as inadmissible, when there is a previous relevant decision, there is no accusation (if required), claim or authorisation for
prosecution.
Summary of possible sentences
Main penalties:
Imprisonment (for life or for a period of 5-20 years), confinement (10 days - 5 years), detention (1 day -1 month), a financial penalty (150-15.000 euro), a fine
(29 - 590 euro), confinement in a juvenile detention centre, or confinement in a mental health institution.
Supplementary penalties:
deprivation of civil rights, prohibition on the exercise of a profession, the publication of the conviction.
Security measures:
The detention of criminals judged to be not criminally liable, the commitment of alcoholics and drug addicts to detoxification centres, referral to work centres,
prohibition on residence in a particular area, the deportation of foreign nationals, and the confiscation of assets.
What is the role of the victim during the trial?
The victim participates either as a litigant or as a witness. As a litigant (or ‘civil plaintiff adducing evidence in rebuttal’) he/she participates with a view to
seeking compensation in the form of financial remedy for emotional damages or mental anguish, or, as a witness, in support of the prosecution case.
If the victim participates as a civil plaintiff he/she must state this before evidence is called.
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4 - My rights after the court makes its decision
Can I appeal against the decision and/or the sentence?
You can file an appeal against the conviction. The right to appeal depends on the type and the severity of the sentence, as well as which court it is that has
handed it down.
For example:
in the case of the One-member Misdemeanor Court, you have a right of appeal if the sentence consists of a term of imprisonment of more than 60 days or a
financial penalty of more than 1.000 euro;
in that of the Three-member Misdemeanor Court and the court which hears appeals against decisions of the latter, you have a right of appeal if you are
sentenced to imprisonment of more than 4 months or a financial penalty of more than 1.500 euro;

in the case of the Mixed Grand Jury or the Three-member Court hearing appeals against sentences for felonies, you have a right of appeal if the sentence
consists of a term of imprisonment of more than 2 years in the case of felonies, or more than 1 year for misdemeanors).
You may appeal against an acquittal only if you have been acquitted on grounds of genuine remorse or having been vindicated on grounds which reflect on
your good name.
How do I appeal?
To file an appeal you have to draw up a Statement of Appeal and submit it to the Registry of the Court that issued the decision, to include the grounds of
appeal, your home address and the name of your attorney.
The time limit for the filing of an appeal is 10 days from the court’s decision being made, or service thereof if you have been tried in your absence. However if
you live abroad and a default judgment has been issued or your place of residence was unknown, the deadline is extended to 30 days from the date of
service of the documents.
What are the grounds of appeal?
An appeal can be based either on the facts of the case or on how the law was interpreted.
What happens if I file an appeal?
The case will be re-tried by the court of second instance.
What happens if I am in prison when I file the appeal?
The appeal will be forwarded to the Public Prosecutor’s office, a trial date will be set and you will be summoned to appear at the Court. You can ask that the
enforcement of the penalty is suspended until the appeal is heard, subject to certain legal conditions.
How long will it be before the appeal is heard?
Usually between 1-3 years depending on the offence, the location of the Court and whether or not the defendant is in custody.
Can I call on fresh evidence for the appeal?
Yes you may call on fresh evidence at the Court of Appeal. The procedure is the same as that at the original trial. The judges who heard the case at the court
of first instance cannot try the case at the court of second instance. The questions of whether the appeal has been properly filed and within the specified
deadline will be examined.
What happens at the appeal hearing?
If you fail to appear, either in person or through your legal representative, your appeal will be dismissed and the sentence of the lower court will be upheld. If
you do appear, either in person or through your legal representative, the case will be retried and you may call fresh evidence.
What can the court decide?
The Court of Appeal has no power to impose a more severe sentence than the one imposed by the lower court. It can however acquit you or reduce the
sentence or impose the same sentence as the one imposed by the lower court.
What happens if the appeal is successful/unsuccessful?
If the grounds of appeal are upheld, the Court of Appeal may acquit you or reduce your sentence; otherwise the decision of the court of first instance will
remain in place.
Is there a further right of appeal to another or higher court?
No, the only the only thing there can be is the reversal of the judgment of the court of second instance if there have been legal irregularities.
If the initial decision is proved wrong, will I be entitled to compensation?
There is no provision for any award of compensation in respect of an unsafe conviction by a court of first instance unless you have served prison time and
are then acquitted on appeal.
If my appeal is successful, will a record be kept of the conviction?
Only a record of the judgment of the Court of Appeal will be kept. The earlier judgment is struck out.
When does a conviction become final?
A conviction becomes definitive if no appeal on points of law is filed against the decision of the court of second instance or if an appeal has been filed and
then dismissed by the Supreme Cassation Court (the Areios Pagos).
I come from another Member State. Can I be sent back there after the trial?
You may be sent back to your country if the court orders your deportation. In order for you to be deported, you have to have been sentenced to a term of
imprisonment of at least 3 months, or the deportation order has to have been made as part of a supplementary penalty, or security measures have to have
been imposed. In cases, in particular, of convictions for felonies relating to drugs, deportation is mandatory and is valid for life.
Does removal take place at once?
No, you must first serve your sentence. As an exceptional measure, if you have been sentenced to prison for a period of up to 5 years and an order for your
deportation has been made, the court may decide to suspend your sentence and allow your immediate deportation.
Deportation has to be ordered as part of a court judgment where the sentence has not been suspended and has been served.
You may file an appeal if the order has been issued by a court of first instance and you have also been sentenced to a term of imprisonment against which
there is a right of appeal. The appeal must be submitted to the Registry of the court of first instance.
Can I be tried again in another Member State for the same offence?
It depends on the legislation of the state in question.
Will information about the charges and/or the convictions affecting me be added to my criminal record?
Only if the decision to convict you is irreversible will it be entered on your criminal record. This information will be officially entered in the Criminal Records
Bureau.
Your criminal record is destroyed:
after you die or after you turn 80;
if you are convicted with reprieve it is destroyed 5 years after the end of the period of suspension, provided that it has not been lifted or revoked in the
meantime;
when 10 years have elapsed since serving a term of imprisonment of up to 1 month for a premeditated offence or 2 months for an offence involving criminal
negligence, provided that you have not been convicted for other crimes in the meantime.
Your consent is not required to keep this information.
If there is any dispute, you may ask the Public Prosecutor to the Court of Misdemeanors for a ruling. You can then file an appeal against this decision to the
Misdemeanor Indictment Division within a month of the decision being served.
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5 - Minor road traffic offences
How are minor road traffic offences dealt with?
Traffic violations, such as exceeding the speed limit, driving whilst having consumed alcohol, not wearing a seat belt, failure to observe a red traffic light or
STOP sign, failure to comply with stopping or parking regulations, the use of a mobile phone while driving etc., are mostly dealt with administratively. They
are generally dealt with by the competent police authority
What is the procedure?
You will be served with a ticket, confirming the violation you have committed. Noted on the ticket will be the administrative measure and/or financial penalty
which has been imposed and you will then have to appear before the relevant police authority.
What are the possible penalties?
Those guilty of traffic violations are mostly punished with administrative fines (varying from 40 to 2,000 euro) and the imposition of other administrative
measures like loss of driving licence or loss of circulation details, such as vehicle license and registration plates, for a certain period of time.
Are nationals of other Member States proceeded against for infringements of this sort?
They are proceeded against if they have committed the infringement in Greece.
May I raise objections?
You may submit your objections to the administrative penalty within three days to the authority to which the officer who has imposed the penalty belongs. If
your objections are not upheld you must pay the relevant sum to the appropriate body of the local authority.
In addition, if an administrative measure has been imposed, you may appear before the competent Police Authority and set out your objections.
Will these offences appear on my criminal record?
They will not be recorded on your criminal record since they are dealt with at an administrative level and it is only an administrative penalty which is imposed.
Related links
Ministry of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks
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